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It isn’t too early to think of spring, is it?  
March, after all, is just around the corner 
with the promise of warmer weather and 
longer days to come.  Spring or no, there 
is abundant activity at LMSC preparing 
for the 2008 sailing season. 
 
Much is happening behind the scenes.  
Bob Walrath has posted our Rodesiler 
schedule and is busily collecting this 
year’s registration forms.  Yes, we are 
assessing ourselves a $20 registration 
fee for the 8 month club series.  This 
should permit us to offer some trophies 
and recognition awards not available in 
earlier series.  We hope that being able to 
offer mid-series awards will help 
encourage greater participation in our 
club racing and organized weekend 
sailing program.  First race is March 15.  
Register early! 
 
Irmo/Chapin Recreational District and 
Richland County parks & Recreation 
department have our Youth Camp 
summer schedule and will be handling 
registration for the program this year.  
Please consider offering your kids this 
experience and tell your friends about our 
program.  Cole Hexel and Mike 

Pennington are gearing up for a capacity 
turnout this season.  If this year’s success 

matches 2007, that is exactly what we will 
have.  Our youth (and the parents 
involved with them) represent the future 
health and long term viability of our club.  
Kudos to Mike and Cole for administering 
this valuable component of the LMSC 
youth program. 
 
Sailfest is gathering steam.  This April 
26th event will be LMSC’s “Season 
Opener”.  LMSC members are 
encouraged to come out and join in any 
of several planned Sailfest activities.  We 
anticipate good “’round-the-buoys” racing, 
“’round-the-island” events for cruisers, 
and more.  Feel free to invite guests to 
join you for the on-the-water events and  

(Continued on page 2) 
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 February 23rd  Oyster Roast at 3:30 pm  
  
 March 1st Frostbiter 11am  
  
 March 8th Frostbiter 11am  
  
 March 15th Rodesiler 2pm  
  
 April 26th SailFest 2008 
  
 June 7-8 Thistle Bottoms Up 2008  
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social activities afterward.  This is a 
great opportunity to introduce our club 
and its many advantages to our 
friends in the community. Check out 
the “2008 Sailfest Regatta” on the 
LMSC website (http://www.lmsc.org).  
Give Frank McKinnon, our regatta 
chairman, a call or email if you can 
help with the events planned.  You will 
find his number and email on our 
Sailfest webpage. 
 
Our planning committee is moving 
forward with recommendations for 
ongoing security, updates to our 
constitution and by-laws, and other 
long term issues our club will face 
over the next few years. 
 
Gary Wulf, our Flying Scot Fleet 
Captain tells us that Fleet 158 is 
growing and expects the trend to 
continue.  We are also proud to 
welcome our newest one-design 
charter fleet to the LMSC fold, the MC 
Scow.  This bilge-board catboat, 
designed for one or two crew is well 
suited to lake sailing.  Having taken 
one for a sail in gusty conditions, I can 
assure you this sled will quickly 
achieve an adrenaline pumping, 
sustained “power plane”.  It has the 
single handed quickness of a Laser 
without the knee popping, back 
wrenching gyrations small “board 
boats” impose on geezers like me.  If 
you are interested, get in touch with 
Burnell Keels, our current MC Scow 
Fleet Captain.  He is listed on the 
Club Directory page of our website 
(http://www.lmsc.org). 
 
In short, LMSC is gearing up to have 
a banner year.  Be a part of it.  Visit 
and sail often. 
 
Ryan Gaskin 
Commodore 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 
 
Commodore Ryan Gaskin was joined by 
several past Commodores as well as 
the full Board Of Stewards in a 
ceremony to show their appreciation fo 
Mike Duran upon his retirement after 30 
years of service at Lake Murray Sailing 
Club. 
 
During the ceremony, held prior to the 
start of February’s Board Of Stewards 
meeting, Mike Duran, accompanied by 
his daughter and grandson, was 
presented with several gifts to help him 
remember .his friends at LMSC and 
enjoy his retirement. 
 
Wayne Catoe, who was Commodore 
when Mike was hired  remembers:  
“When we decided to hire Mike and 
Connie I told them that the 
neighbors where going to be upset 
with them and LMSC for placing a 
mobile home on the property at the 
front gate.  In fact a few of the 
neighbors had attended a Board 
meeting to voice their opposition to 
the mobile home plan.  We assure 
them that we plan to landscape the 
area and it would look nice, they 
where still upset.  Mike told me that  
neighbors would not be a 
problem.  A month later Connie and  

 
 

 
Mike where having dinner with 
some of the neighbors and had 
made friends with most of 
them.  Over the years I have never 
heard of any complaints or know of 
any situations that Mike didn't 
handle professionally and with a 
smile.  He is the salt of the earth.”  
 
A group of experienced members has 
been assigned the difficult task advising  
the Board with alternatives on how to 
replace someone of Mike Duran’s 
caliber. 

Mike Duran retires after 30 years 

Mike Duran surrounded by past Commodore’s Bud Sweet, 
Wayne Catoe and Steve Szymanski ,  

Commodore Gaskin presenting Duran with 
a commemorative plaque. 

(More pictures  on page 3) 
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Fleet 158 continues to grow.  Gary Wulf sold 5056 to Everett 
Rice who has joined LMSC, so not only is Everett a new member 
for the fleet but also a new member for the club.   
 
Alan Gowan sold his “extra” scot Mombo King  to Bud Sweet.  
Now keep in mind that Bud had the boat weighed to make sure 
that Alan didn’t put any extra lead in the hull to slow him down. I 
think that Bud will be a real challenge for some of us “runner ups” 
in the fleet races.   
 
Fleet 158 gives a big WELCOME to Everett and Bud. 
 
The fleet had a meeting at Bob Walrath’s home to discuss issues 
of the race season and the upcoming mid-winter regatta at 
St.Pete. Much thanks to Bob and Jean for opening their house 
for the dinner/meeting. The fleet also elected yours truly to be 
fleet captain for 2008 ( did anyone get the license for that train).  
Actually I am pleased to serve the fleet as their captain and hope 
I can fill Ryan’s shoes from last year.  We have an exciting year 
ahead of us. 
 
Much of the Frostbite series has been taken up with learning 
tactics on the race course and better understanding of the rules.  
The weather has been less than cooperative for this frostbite 
season, but that is lake racing!  With the “Top Gun” training at the 
mid-winters, we are hopeful that LMSC will excel in the regional 

FS regattas. At this time there are 4 boats from fleet 158 pledged 
for the mid winters. 
 
Gary Wulf 
Fleet Captain - Fleet 158 
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Duran unwrapping a new HDTV he 
will certainly enjoy in his new home 

Duran chatting with his grandson, Tommy 
Weaver, Monica and Steve Szymanski 
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The Annual Oyster Roast hosted by 
Wally and Sonya Stewart is here.   
 
Call Wally at 798-1538 or email at 
wstewart@sc,rr,com  to let him know 
you are coming.  And bring your entire 
family. 
 
Oyster dinner $10 
Chicken dinner $7 
Combo Oyster/chicken $13 
Children (under 10) $3 
 
Dinner includes cole slaw, French fries, 
soft drinks, beer, wine, hot chocolate and 

Annual Oyster Roast  
February 23rd 3:30pm 

SailFest 2008  
April 26th 

 

Mark April 26th on your calendar, SailFest 2008 promises to be 
a fantastic event. 
 
There will be a variety of events to satisfy everyone’s favorite 
style of sailing.  Challenge Courses, Endurance Courses, Is-
land Courses as well as Buoy Courses. 
 
Check the SailFest 2008  web page for more updated informa-
tion at http://www.lmsc.org/Racing/SailFest/SailFest.htm 
 
if you would be willing to help in the organization and planning 
of SailFest 2008 , please contact your Regatta Chairman - 
Frank McKinnon at 749-2070 or fmckinnon1@sc.rr.com 

SailFest 2005 
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