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We are having a remarkable sailing summer.  There have been many more days with breezes 
than without, especially in the late afternoon.  With only 2 or 3  “rain days”, our Youth Camp has 
provided almost non-stop on-the-water fun for its participants.  When it rained, most of the storms 
waited until late afternoon or evening to strike, thus optimizing quality time on the water for youth 
campers, cruisers, and racers alike.  Although we definitely would welcome more rain, we are 
shorting our inventory of fun if we fail to take advantage of all these good sailing conditions while 
they last. 

 

Happily we have seen a string of well attended and highly enjoyable weekly “Wednesday night 
recreational sailing events”.  Attendance at these events has been a delightful mix of “hard core” 
racers, youth from our club and from Youth Camp, assorted casual sailors from LMSC, and the 
occasional non-member adult guest.  We have seen FJ’s, Sunfish, Optimists, Hobie Cats (a 
handful on a short start line) , and MC Scows  gathering at 6:30 pm and mixing it up around col-
legiate style short courses just for grins ‘n giggles.  There are no scores, no awards, no penalties, 
just good sailing fun exclusively in small boats.  Sailors who race their own boats on weekend 
can really hone their basic skills in these small boats  Everyone learns on the water with laid 
back friendly coaching to be had for the asking.  If you have a boat 16 feet’ or less in length, or if 
you want to check out a club boat for the evening, you are invited to join this midweek event for 
the pure pleasure of it.  Sometimes we have grilled goodies after the races.  Invite a friend and 
show them how much fun sailing at LMSC can be.  Currently, we are having more participation 
Wednesday Night around the buoys than we have in the Rodesiler series.  Thank you Chelsea 
for your initiative in starting this event. 

 

We had a successful work party to relocate, level, and begin repairs on our boat sheds as well as 
some significant grounds cleanup activity in the area between the club house and the beach.  
There were some basic repairs and improvements made to the launch dock as well.  Expect to 
hear the call for more work efforts as repair and housekeeping efforts go forward. 

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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2008 Bottoms Up  

Thistle Regatta 
 

Fifteen Thistles visited Lake Murray Sailing Club for the 38th annual BOTTOMS UP Thistle regatta.  
The boats arrived from Jacksonville, Atlanta, Birmingham, Knoxville, Charlotte, and Raleigh for the 
scheduled five race series.  Historically this event has been held the second week-end in June, and 
usually we have been fortunate to have good wind………….  Sometimes a little too much, which 
provides the opportunity to hand out “The Bottoms Up” trophy for the first boat to go bottoms up. 
2008 provided light winds, and close racing with two races on Saturday and two on Sunday for a to-
tal of four.  Unfortunately,  John Sweet and Bob Lockwood of Lake Murray Sailing Club were side-
lined with knee injuries.  Different knees so we could be book ends.  Although, we missed out on 
sailing, the bum knees did not affect our barbecue and beer consumption. It is hell to get old, but 
there is only one other option. 

Vlastimil Kunc (1st place) showed how consistency pays with a 4,4,1,2.  He must have taken the 
Greg Fisher course.  He figured out the light and shifty winds, and was always in the hunt for the top 
spot.  Greg Griffin (2nd place) was the leader for most of the racing, but a starting line foul created a 
bit of a challenge.  A big problem for most of us, but Greg fought his way back to a 7th.   Sean Mur-
phy defied “Murphy’s law in the last race with a “horizon job” and a 1st to lock up 3rd place in the re-
gatta, and slipping by Paul Abdullah,  who was tied with Vastimil Kunc for 1st after three races.  Paul 
Abdullah as always is close to the top at the finish line made a number of amazing come-backs from 
the back of the fleet with the right choices in the shifty conditions.  Touching the off-set mark in the 
last race dropped him from a potential first place finish for the regatta, and he recovered to a sixth 
place after taking his 360.   Rounding out the top five places John Norton from Raleigh improved on 
his Saturday racing, and moved up Sunday with a 2nd and 4th to capture 5th place.  It was close rac-
ing in all races with the shifty conditions providing the opportunities for big gains and losses. 

 

Since there were no capsizes this year or significant sailing events,, Paul Abdulla from Jacksonville 
(the 2006  holder of the coveted  Bottoms Up trophy) got to take it back to Jacksonville for his mis-
step at the off-set mark in the last race.  I am sure he will be looking to pass it on to some deserving 
victim next year. 

 

Saturday night everyone  enjoyed a great southern barbecue dinner form Farm Boys in Chapin, 
plenty of cold refreshments, music, and a few of the  young, strong, and foolish braved the late 
hours for a long party with plenty of “tall tales” to go around. 

Many thanks to the Flying Scot fleet who ran the race committee and did a great job with the light 
and shifty conditions.  And thanks to Steve Szymanski for being the on-the-water judge, and poten-
tial protest committee chairman.  . 

 

Now for the Rest of the Story – Why do we sail?  And why is racing sailboats a great competitive 
sport dedicated to comradely, fairness, and good friendly social interaction?  The obvious answer is 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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MC Fleet 89 Starts Fleet Racing 
 

On Sunday the 13th of July, Fleet 89 began its summer of fleet racing with 5 races in the cove in front 
of LMSC.  Previous to this, the fleet members chose to race informally and just start learning the 
very fast and responsive big person’s Laser. 

 

The MC Scow is expanding rapidly throughout the US due to its responsive nature, ability to sail sin-
gle handed or with crew, large fleets throughout the country and a group of sailors who strongly sup-
port the class.  The first MC Scow appeared at LMSC about one year ago, and now there are 8 
boats in the fleet with additional boats on the horizon.   

 

The boat is easy to rig launch, retrieve, and put away, plus it is a real “hoot” on the water.  If you 
want to improve your racing and sailing skills, consider the MC Scow as a good alternative to the La-
ser.  The MC is a little more user friendly to us older or “senior” sailors. 

 

Fleet Standing to Date: 

 

     R. Gaskin:  1-1-1-2-2 

     A. Gowans:  2-3-2-1-1 

     T. Weaver:  3-4-3-3-3 

     B. Walrath:  4-2-5-4-4 

     F. McKinnon: 5-5-4-DNC-DNC 

     P. Alonso  DNC 

     B. Keels  Broken Foot 

     E. Rice:  Broken Boat 

 

More races will be sailed shortly 

 

MC Clinic:  Saturday September 20th.  Some of the area “hotshots” from Charleston and Augusta 
will be on hand at LMSC to help instruct on sailing the MC plus some racing and good fellowship.  
There are fleets in Charleston, Seneca, (KSC) Augusta, LNYC, Beaufort, SC and Lake Lanier. 

 

More later on the MC Clinic. 

 

If you are interested in the MC or would like to sail on one, call Allan Gowans @ 345-1819  
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the spirit and the people.  We are self- governed and responsible individually to sail by the rules, and 
fair treatment of the other competitors.  We don’t have a police force to watch over us looking for in-
fractions, so in the end it is our own personal responsibility to honor the rules and spirit of the 
sport…….    Our personal integrity.   Under sportsmanship in the racing rules of sailing – “A funda-
mental principle of sportsmanship is that when competitors break a rule they will promptly take a 
penalty or retire”. 

 

At this regatta we had two great sailors demonstrate not only their considerable sailing skills, but 
also their personal integrity and commitment to fair sailing.  Greg Griffin and Paul Abdullah both 
gave up their potential for a 1st place regatta finish for very minor and insignificant infractions of the 
rules.  At the start Greg’s spinnaker halyard made contact with Paul Abdullah’s hair, and Greg did 
his 720.  Paul never felt it and Greg said the halyard was too loose, and it was a “possible/maybe” 
contact, but he elected to take the penalty.  At the off-set mark Paul’s spinnaker barely brushed the 
mark and he had to douse the chute and take a turn.  I was in a pontoon boat at the start when Greg 
was doing his 720, and also at the off-set mark when Paul did his turn, and none of us on-board wit-
nessed these minor incidents.  We all owe both Greg and Paul our respect and gratitude for their 
leadership, and dedication to the principle of sportsmanship.  This demonstrates the highest level of 
personal integrity and commitment to fair sailing that will keep competitive sailing the great amateur 
sport, and provide the right guidance to our new sailors.  This spirit is essential to maintaining the 
friendly social interaction of our group.  Thanks Greg and Paul….I wonder if I could have done it? 

 

     THE FINISHES 
          Total 

   Place     Skipper   Home Location  Points 

  

   1.  Vlastimil Kunc  Concord YC  11 

   2.  Greg Griffin  Jacksonville -FYC  13 

   3.  Sean Murphy  Lake Norman YC  15 

   4.  Paul Abdullah   Jacksonville - BYC  15 

   5.  John Norton  Raleigh- CSC  22 

   6.  Scott Griffin  Western Carolina SC 22 

   7.  Scott McCormick  Atlanta YC  23 

   8.  Lincoln Baxter  Charlotte - WHYC  34 

   9. Loy Vaughan  Birmingham YC  34  

   10.  Jack Mahaney  Oconee SC  39 

   11.  Rich Sweet  Lake Murray SC  44 

   12.  Tim Chambers  Ringgold, GA – SAYC 47 

   13.  Don Read   Asheville, NC  53 

   14.  Bryan Anderson  Atlanta - LLSC  54 

   15.  Graham Vaughn  Charlotte – LNSC  57 

   16. M Gavin McCormack Atlanta YC  50 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club sends our thanks to all of our visitors.  We hope that you enjoyed your 
stay, and will make it a regular stop on your regatta schedule……….  And bring your friends.  We 
never have run out of barbecue and beer. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Adolfo Fabregat, editor 

I am pleased to announce the return of on-site security beginning 
on or about the first week of August.  Chelsea Hexel has agreed, in exchange for rent free residency 
in the LMSC trailer near our entrance gate, to address “eyes on” security concerns and certain areas 
of club maintenance.  Many of us already know Chelsea from her duties as LMSC Youth Camp sailing 
instructor and recognize her as an upbeat, friendly, and responsible person.   She expects to remain 
as LMSC Caretaker over approximately the next two years as she completes her studies at USC.  
Please give her your support as she assumes her new responsibilities. 

 

Please remember to view the proposed revisions to the club Constitution and Bylaws.  You may re-
view them on the LMSC website (http://www.lmsc.org) by accessing the “Member Pages”.  Email me 
(r98gaskin@bellsouth.net) if you have not 
yet asked for your user name and password.  
Watch for an announcement a little later this 
summer when we expect to schedule an in-
formal Q & A session for interested mem-
bers about the changes. 

 
Until next time, happy sailing! 

(Commodore’s Report Continued from page 1) 


