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land (trees) and expect to be 
taxed at a rate up to $1,800 
per acre less than in former 
years.  We won’t get the bill 
until year end, but this great 
news could mean as much as 
$14,000 to the club’s annual 
budget in reduced ongoing 
expenses. 

We are pursuing addi-
tional property tax reductions 
based on our community ser-
vice  component accruing to 
the partnership with LMSA.  
Depending on the level of 
community access provided 
through our youth programs, 
particularly those subsidized by 
grants and donations, we an-
ticipate additional property tax 
relief on our remaining 5.1 
acres.  More news on this 
effort as it goes forward.  We 
believe that these annual sav-
ings will go a long way toward 
providing contingency cash 
reserves and accomplishing 
some much needed capital 
improvement projects.  Paint-
ing the club house, paving the 
main entrance drive, and cor-
recting several erosion prob-
lems associated with storm 
runoff come to mind. 

Meantime, gear up for fall 
(Continued on page 6) 

Commodore’s Report 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

Hot weather continues to 
dominate our sensibilities and 
dictate our summer sailing habits 
rather more than we might pre-
fer.   Morning and evening out-
ings are enjoyable, but noon to 
four, on many days, could be 
brutal.  I expect many of us will 
join the rush to get lots of “tiller 
time” as the cooler days of Sep-
tember get closer. 

In spite of the heat, we 
have seen plenty of sailing at the 
club.  Youth Camp, administered 
this year through our partner-
ship with LMSA, had a great 
turnout with many returning 
young sailors from our 2009 
camp.  Three of our camp coun-
selors for 2010 are former stu-
dents from earlier LMSC Youth 
Camps.  From this core group of 
more advanced and enthusiastic  
young sailors, we have created a 
local sailing team that will em-
phasize year round skill develop-
ment through coaching and 
“intramural” competition. 

We did manage to have a 
fairly benign weekend for our 
July Rodesiler series.  Although 
gusty with the threat of thunder-
storms, the overcast day did 
moderate temperatures and 
allow us to complete 3 short-
course races. 

Our one design fleets, 
facing heat indexes of 106 and 
higher, elected to avoid the risks 
of heat stroke.  They canceled 
their July events and plan to 
reschedule in the hope of more 
temperate weather. 

Mercury levels aside, our 
membership seems to be in a 
state of “flux”.  Several of our 
current members have put their 
boat on the sales block  this 
summer.  Acting as LMSC’s in-
ternal “boat broker” member-
ship Chairman Tom Ricciuto has 
been very successful connecting 
buyers to sellers.  So far, all the 
boats sold remain at LMSC un-
der new ownership.  Great job, 
Tom! 

Recently, the BOS commis-
sioned a local developer and real 
estate attorney to examine ways 
to reduce LMSC’s property tax 
burden.  To date, we have suc-
cessfully reclassified 4.9 of our 
11 total acres as “agricultural” 

 

Announcements: 

• Automatic Dues Payment  
available.  Go to 
www.lmsc.org) .  Click on 
“Member Pages”.  Scroll 
to “Forms” and click on 
the “Automatic Dues 
Payment Authorization” 
link. 
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Flying Scot Sailors –Learning the Hard way 

MC Scow Activity 

and right the boat.  Good in-
tentions came to naught!  I felt 
the pressure, and before I 
knew anything else, I was look-
ing down at the mainsail flat in 
the water.  I crawled/swam off 
the sail only to watch help-
lessly as the boat turtled and 
the centerboard collapsed 
back into the hull.  Thinking 
Bud was trapped under the 
boat.  I called out.  He an-
swered.  Everyone was alive 
and ok.  After that, it’s just a 
matter of picking up the 
pieces. 

So, true to the format 
from Sail magazine, here’s 
what we did right:  we had our 
life jackets on, and . . . well .. . 
that’s about it. 

 Lessons learned: 
(1)  When those 

(Continued on page 3) 

the Rodesiler.  We had just 
rounded the mark and put 
the spinnaker up and we 
were pretty pleased with 
ourselves.  Bud remarked 
on the presence of such a 
cloud to port of us.  Within 
a matter of minutes, the 
Thistles were bailing out of 
the race. 

We got the spinnaker 
down and turned toward 
the dock, realizing too late 
that we were turning di-
rectly into the path of the 
storm.  Darkness on the 
water took on Biblical pro-
portions as it came toward 
us.  I tried to take it nose to 
wind rather than on the 
beam. I rehearsed in my 
mind how I would crawl 
out over the gunwale, get 
my feet on the centerboard 

Beaufort, SC October 11-
13, 2011.  Competitors 
must be 50 years old on the 
first day of the event.  As a 
good number of the MC 
Fleet are at the “Masters” 
level, this should be a well 
attended event by LMSC 
sailors! 

Next Fleet event:  
Ladies Camp, August 21st . 

Fleet racing event: 
August 29 plus we need to 
make up for the re-
scheduled July event. 

Bottoms-UP II SEP-
TEMBER 25-26 hosted by 
LMSC 

 
Allan Gowans, Fleet 89 Cap-
tain 
MCScow2292@aol.com 

This has been 
a hot summer 
so far, still far 
better than the 
extremely cold 
rainy winter of 
2010! 
Fleet activity 
has been 
somewhat 
diminished, but 
some hardy 
sailors did at-

tend the June fleet event and 
had some spectacular sailing.  
It was hot and it was most 
important to hydrate your-
self. 

We have a new fleet 
member, Daniel Tye.  Daniel 
has been out practicing 

(always using his “floatie”) and 
is an LMSC  SSR graduate.  
Welcome aboard! 

Everett Rice has donated 
an excellent MC Scow to the 
Lake Murray Sailing Associa-
tion as a youth training boat.  
A couple of LMSA students 
sailed MC Scow 2292 in the 
last Rodesiler  race and did 
quite well, so the addition of a 
fleet boat is very welcome.  I 
am certain we will see the 
association boat in more 
Rodesiler races and the MC 
Regatta scheduled for Septem-
ber.  Thanks Everett! 

Of Note:  2010 MC Na-
tionals are at the Lake Lanier 
Yacht Club Oct. 6-9th 2010. 

Masters Championships 

Clean start for the fleet.  LMSC 
Championship regatta. 

 

Learn the Hard way 
 
“These things (dark clouds) 
can change character with 
remarkable speed. ” 

This long, hot sum-
mer deserves few 
comments and no 
praise, with one 
notable exception.  
Some of us have 
earned that Red 
Badge of Courage 
so envied by all 
sailors. It is known 
as turtling! 
For those of you 

yet unfamiliar with this event, 
and unadorned with this 
medal, it begins with a black 
summer cloud on the edge of 
the lake.  Out there on many 
summer afternoons, they 
seldom cause problems.  But, 
watch out!  These things can 
change character with re-
markable speed.  I was sailing 
with new FSSA member, Bud 
Buckwell, a few weeks ago in  

Bob gets set up for Scots on the 
Rocks racing in 2009. 

Bottoms Up II 
 
Coming to LMSC September 
25 and 26.  Come watch the 
MC Scows “duke it out”! 
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mer camp is to expose the 
local community to sailing.  
We are declaring “Mission 

Accom-
plished” in 
2010.  Fully 
97% of our 
participants 
came from 
outside 
LMSC.  While 
we had hoped 
that some 

parents of camp students 
might become interested in 
membership at LMSC, that 
tree has not yet borne fruit.  
However, all is not lost.   We 
have a great group of young-
sters eager to continue their 
sailing activities.  It is from 
this group we will see a sig-
nificant upswing in sailing ac-

tivity on the Lake and, ulti-
mately, the potential for posi-
tive “word of mouth” adver-
tising for LMSC. 

From this and previous 
camp, we have invited 26 
students who have the apti-
tude and attitude to continue 
on as members of the first 
LMSA Sailing Team.  It ap-

(Continued on page 4) 

 

With the conclusion of 
our 2010 Summer Sailing 
Camp, it some may assume 
that youth 
sailing is 
almost 
over for 
the year.  
That 
thought is 
akin to 
Mark 
Twain 
wryly disarming the media 
“rumor mill” in his day by ob-
serving that reports of his 
demise may have been prema-
ture!! 

The Lake Murray Sailing 
Association is an IRS approved 
501.c.3 charitable organiza-
tion.  Its goal is to promote 
youth development within the 

greater Lake Murray com-
munity through the use of 
boating activities.   The or-
ganization is making signifi-
cant progress in this regard. 

Our summer sailing 
camp has ended, but we 
plan for youth sailing and 
activities to continue on a 

year round basis.  
One purpose of the sum-

Learning the Hard Way  

black puffy things turn nasty, 
get the mainsail DOWN. 

(2) Getting out on 
the centerboard to right the 
boat sounds nifty but it is not 
always an option. 

(3) You are going to 
be in the water for the dura-
tion of the storm.   People 
are very helpful, but only af-
ter the wind is gone.  Be pre-
pared to hang on to the boat 
for awhile. 

(4) The rope along 
the transom is great for hold-
ing onto; funny how it seems 
unnecessary until you need it;  

(5) The spinnaker 
fills with air and wraps 
around your feet as you swim 
around the boat. This is irri-
tating.   

(6) The technique 
for righting a turtled Flying 
Scot is to tie a line around 
the shroud chain plate and 
pass it across the hull to a 
power boat that can then pull 
the boat, sails and all, back 
up.  this is very doable, but it 
isn’t all that easy.  the ropes 
on our chase boat were a bit 
short, a trifle thin and hard to 
hold at a right angle to the 
hull.   A friendly pontoon 
boat, however, set us right. 

 The boat, all up 
again, is full of water and has 
to be towed back to the 
dock.  Enough good things 
cannot be said about our 
own Harold “Scotty” Scott, 
who patiently towed us 
back.  Now, Flying Scot 
makes a towing bridle that 
lifts the bow so that water 
in the hull flows out the 
inspection port in the tran-
som as it is being towed.  
Without the bridle, the water 
stays in the boat.  Might be a 
good investment for the 

(Continued from page 2) Fleet! 
 So, now you know!!  

Let’s hope the voice of ex-
perience will save you from 
ever turtling your own boat!  
But if you do, remember that 
others have survived to drink 
a beer and sail again.  Remind 
yourself that Melton and 
Buckwell didn’t let a little 
turtling interfere with their 
sailing plans.  

And, oh, one more 
thing, when the boat turtles, 
a lot of things fall out and 
sink to the bottom.  I was 
missing a spinnaker pole and 
a bailing scoop.  But a lot of 
empty Gatorade bottles 
made the whole trip.  Go 
figure.  And . . . oh yeah . . . 
double check the flotation 
bag in the bow before you 
next head out onto the 
Lake!!  

 
Lawrence Melton,  Fleet 
Captain, Fleet 158 
lmelton@nexsenpruet.com 
 

Youth Sailing Goes Year Round  

Please welcome Mike and 
Mia Loser (pronounced 
Low’ zer) to the club. They 
joined at the July Board 
meeting. The Loser’s pur-
chased a Macgregor 25. 
Please be on the lookout for 

Mike and Mia and make them 
feel welcome.  

New Members 



Youth Sailing 

pears, as of this writing, we may have 
20 of the 26 who will join the team. 

We have already had two prac-
tices and a great turn out.  Practices 
and activities for the team will be alter-
nate Sunday afternoons starting in Au-
gust.  We have a Youth Invitational 
Regatta scheduled for Sunday the 5th of 
September. 

Additionally for the non-team 
members, we will initiate a “Sailing 
Boot Camp” for youngsters who, with 
varying levels of skills, may not yet be 
ready for team sailing.  The “Boot 
Camp” will be held on alternate Satur-
day mornings starting in August.  We 
have established certain basic criteria to 
be met in order for “Boot Camp” par-
ticipants to be promoted from “crew” 
to “skipper” and then 
invited to join the ad-
vanced sailing team.   

The LMSA Sailing 
Team has already been 
issued a book on racing, 
a document expressing 
skill level expectations, 
a DVD-R of the 2010 
Inter-Collegiate Sailing 
Championships.  They 
will soon be issued a 
comprehensive student-
parent handbook.  This 
handbook will cover the entire pro-
gram spectrum, from training to travel 
and including expected behavior from 
both students and parents.  The book 
will contain a “contract” between the 
Team member and the Association 
acknowledging expectations and penal-
ties for failing to meet the contract 
terms and conditions.  There is no rea-
son, with the outstanding facilities avail-
able at LMSC, that we cannot have one 
of the premier youth programs in the 
entire US. 

With the exception of Summer 
Youth Camp fees, LMSA operates 100% 
on donations.  We will need significant 
support in order to build the program.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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The last week of Summer Youth 
Camp ends July 30th.  Summer Camp 
has been  a very successful undertaking, 
serving over 125 students for the 2010 
sessions. 

One of the most successful parts 
of camp was the introduction of the 
youth sport boat, the O’Pen BIC.  
LMSA will use the O’Pen BIC as its 
“Official” boat when introducing young 
sailors to the sport of sailing. 

Throughout the country, where 
O’Pen BICs are used in place of the 
traditional Opti’s, the retention rate of 
return sailors is significantly greater.  
No wonder!  Not only does the boat 
have a “fast, sporty” look to it, but it is 
very easy to control, easily recoverable 
after a capsize, and just plain fun to sail.  
Within just a few hours after being in-

troduced to the O’Pen BIC, 
some of our youngest sailors 
were zipping around the 
“hippty-hops” having the 
time of their lives. 
Summer camp continues to 
be a great way to gain expo-
sure for our club in the com-
munity.  Of our 125+ stu-
dents, only 4 were children 
or grandchildren of LMSC 
members,.  LMSC did indeed 
get a lot of outside exposure. 
Scott Koverman did an out-

standing job in managing the camp on a 
day to day basis.  He was ably assisted 
by Ben Connor of LMSC.  Maggie 
Bryce, Lindsay Baker, and Robert King 
of LMSA also assisted, keeping our 
young sailors safe, entertained, and on 
target for a great learning experience. 

We had superb volunteer work 
(and water craft) from Harold “Scotty” 
Scott, Tucker Auch and Chandler 
Bryce.  Mark and Jewel Connor, Janie 
Gowans, and Jill Sweet helped with  
Wednesday evening hot dog cook-outs.  
Tommy Weaver kept the safety boats 
running. 

2011 Summer Camp will be even 
bigger and better! 
   Allan Gowans 

Summer Youth Camp 

Friends don’t let their kids or their  
friend’s kids sit at home playing 
video games.  Get them engaged in 
the real world of sailing! 
 
Tell the whole community about our 
youth sailing programs1 

To this end, it is important to recognize 
two individuals who have stepped forward 
willing to help.  Mary Murphy, an LMSC 
member has volunteered to become the 
LMSA Director of Marketing and Fund 
Raising.  Mary has a strong business back-
ground and the energy to tackle this pro-
ject.  Secondly, Bob Walrath, also an 
LMSC member has agreed to become the 
“Boatwright” for the Flying Junior fleet.  
This is no easy job, and I applaud both 
Mary and Bob for stepping forward and 
assisting the Sailing Association. 

The association has a strong fleet of 
O’Pen BIC’s, a fleet of “very used” Flying 
Juniors, and a fleet of broken down Lasers.  
We need lots of help!  LMSC members, 
this is an opportunity for you to step up.  
You can have a real and very necessary 
impact on the next generation of our 

youth and on the growth of sailing  at Lake 
Murray. 

Much more to come on what LMSA 
is doing for the Community and LMSC.  

 
Allan Gowans 240-4333 
LMSCSummeCamp@aol.com 



article from the 
Lake Murray 
News dated 
June 10th 2010. 
The article is 
about two Cha-
pin students 
being awarded 
$1000 scholar-
ships. The 
money was 
raised by Ernie 
and other mem-
bers of the Men’s Club from Our 
Lady of the Lake Catholic 
Church. I will post the letter and 
article on the bulletin board in 
the patio area. Good to know 
our empty beer and soda cans 

Neighborhood Watch 

Docks and Parking 

Tuesday night July 17th 
our neighbors in the large 
house across from C dock, 
Molly and Roland Morgan, 

hosted their 4th 
“Neighborhood Watch” 
meeting at our club. The 
Roland’s have coordinated 
the program with the Lex-
ington County Sheriff. 

This 4th meeting was 
significant for the group. It 
qualifies our neighborhood 
to have  Neighborhood 
Watch signs posted around 
our neighborhood by the 
Lexington County Sheriff’s 
Department . 

The Morgan’s did a 
great job organizing the 
meeting. There was food, 
socializing and speakers 
from the Sheriff’s Dept. 
Tommy Weaver and I at-
tended as the club spon-
sors. 

I was surprised to 
discover the number of 
people from the area that 
were past club members. It 
was interesting to hear  
individual stories about the 
club when they were mem-
bers. We also met people 
who wanted more informa-
tion about LMSC. 

In addition to the 
great food and conversa-
tion, the Sheriff’s Depart-

Simon Marhant for A dock. 
Look for emails from them as 
they organize small teams for 
painting and minor repairs. 

Bud Buckwell and I will 
be emailing members whose 
boats need repair or TLC. This 

applies to 
boats in 
slips and 
boats 
parked on 
land. If you 
receive a 
notification 
of this 
type, your 
immediate 
attention 

to noted items will be greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Tom Ricciuto, Chairman 
Slip and Parking assignments 
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“B” dock electrical 
work was completed in 
June. The entire system has 
been rewired and brought 
up to code. That’s the good 
news.   

The bad news is we 
have a 
great 
deal of 
repair 
work to 
do re-
placing 
planks 
and 
covering 
exposed 
conduit. 

Burnell Keels and I 
will be organizing small 
work teams in the fall when 
the weather cools off. 
Members from A and C 
dock have stepped up to 
organize maintenance 
teams for their respective 
areas. Ed Colie is the dock 
supervisor for C dock and 

 
Go sailing!  It frees the mind 

and thus the soul.   

Grounds 

ment had one of the fire 
boats on display. The boat 
was a great hit with the 
kids…as you can see in the 

attached pic-
tures.  
During the 
event I met 
Ernie Santelli. 
A couple of 
you may 
know him as 
the guy who 
picks up our 
empty alumi-
num soda 
and beer 

cans. Ernie sent me a note 
this week with a news paper 

Neighborhood Watch enjoys LMSC beach during 
the fire boat demo. 

Lexington County Sheriff ‘s fire boat demo 

We had another very suc-
cessful work party on June the 
5th with seventeen members 
participating.   A number of 
these were repeating partici-
pants from our first effort in the 
Spring session.  Thanks to all 
that attended and for all the 
hard work.  The next gathering 
will be held on August the 
21st at 9 am and is a change 
from the originally scheduled 
date in August. 

 We are soliciting com-
ments and suggestions fixes, 
updates, and projects.  If anyone 
has comments or suggestions 
for grounds efforts, please let 
me know at budbuck-
well@sc.rr.com.  As always, we 
look forward to seeing you 
there. 

 As advanced notice, we 
need to begin enforcing the 
marking requirements for boats 
and trailers.  This allows us to 
track who is parked where.  
There are times where we need 
to contact the owner and/or 

Sail South 
Carolina 



Commodore 

Board of Stewards 2009—2010 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Frank McKinnon 

Rear Commodore  -  Lawrence Melton 

Treasurer  -  Matt Bregenzer 

Secretary  -  Debbie Beck 

At Large Members 

John Evans 

Clay Shelton 

Frank McGee 

Bud Buckwell 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

LMSC Hosts Flying Scots Competition 
 
Scot On The Rocks—September 11th and 12th. 
 
Competitors from all over the South Atlantic region 
will be at Lake Murray for some of the hottest one de-
sign competition of its kind.  Don’t miss the action on 
the water. 
 
Volunteer to help if you can.  There is no better specta-
tor seat in the house than on  a mark or committee 
boat. 
 
Contact Lawrence Meltonj, Fleet Captain, for additional 
information or to volunteer. 
 lmelton@nexsenpruet.com or call 803-252-5390 

sailing.  We look forward to 
hosting some exciting regattas 
and taking advantage of cooler 
fall weather to get in come great 
cruises and local racing. 

Happy Sailing 

Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

(www.lmsc.org)  

Grounds 
move the boat for grounds 
work.  It becomes much easier 
on everyone if that informa-
tion is readily available.  In 
essence, all boats and board 
boats, with the exception of 
canoes and kayaks must be on 
trailers or dollies.  All trailers 
and dollies must have the 
member’s name on the tongue 
or on the dolly.  Any boats in 
the storage racks must be 
marked with the owner’s 
name.  Please help us keep up 
with the effort by marking 
your trailer. 

 In addition, we are 
working toward new signage 
for the front gate and are still 
open to design and construc-
tion comments. 

 
Bud Buckwell, Chairman 
Grounds Committee 

Library Donation 

Thanks to Rob 
Neiman of Sumter for do-
nating his collection of sailing 
books.  Sample titles: 
-The Twelve Volt Bible 
for Boats 
-Sailboat Refinishing 
-Boat Cosmetics Made 
Simple 
-The Capable Cruiser 
-Cruising Guide to the 
Florida Keys 

There are many more.   
very practical “how to” vol-
umes.  Rob graciously de-
cided that LMSC members 
would appreciate these more 
than the Good Will store. 


