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strate enthusiasm for the club’s 
sailing, social, and support 
activities, and by carefully con-
serving club resources so that 
needed capital projects can go 
forward. 

With help from our  
actively supportive members, 
we have had an exciting num-
ber of new members  join the 
LMSC “Family” this year, each 
ready to make our club a great 
place to sail, to relax, and to 
enjoy the camaraderie of like 
minded sailors. 

Your help as volunteers 
in support of our hard working 
committee chairpersons has 
made it possible for us to 
make significant improvements 
to our grounds,  safety up-
grades to our docks, and still 
build enough cash reserves to 
begin going forward with capi-
tal improvement projects.  In 
the near term, these should 
include our much awaited 
painting of the club house ex-
terior, reconstruction of the 
front steps, upgrading unsafe 
wiring on two as yet unmodi-
fied docks, purchasing newer  
motors for our safety boats, 
and installation of a much 
needed drainage system to 

(Continued on page 6) 

Commodore’s Report 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

According to the calendar, 
summer is winding down and we 
should be enjoying mild Septem-
ber days and cool nights.  Con-
sensus among thermometers in 
the environs of Lake Murray is in 
sharp disagreement!  The in-
credibly oppressive heat of July 
and August may have relented a 
bit, but imagining fall weather 
with temperatures in the mid-
90’s through September 26th is a 
bit of a stretch! 

Still, we sailors did see a 
positive change with better and 
more consistent winds on the 
LMSC cove and out of the “big 
water”.  Once the sun hid behind 
the evening tree line, tempera-
tures became downright pleasant 
and evening sailing a joy. 

September and October 
are very busy months for our 
club.  We wrap up our Rodesiler 
series, host three major invita-
tional regattas, conduct fall sail-
ing classes, and hold our One 
Design championship regattas.   

LMSA, Our partner organi-
zation in Youth Sailing and De-
velopment, conducts coaching 
and competitive events for the 
enthusiastic youth we see so 
often launching from the beach 
on weekends.    You will be see-
ing more of these capable  young 

sailors joining us as crew and 
competitors in our local club and 
invitational sailing events. 

On October 16th, we hold 
our Annual Business Meeting 
where the members hear re-
ports on club business, elect a 
new slate of officers to the 
Board of Stewards, and  address 
any agenda items that involve the 
general membership.  Atten-
dance at the Annual Meeting is 
encouraged for those who can 
attend.  Participation in the bal-
loting for next year’s Board of 
Stewards is a “must” , so each 
member should have received 
proxy/ballot documents by the 
time you read this. 

Your 2010 Board of Stew-
ards, while addressing the issues 
of administering club business, 
has worked its hardest at pro-
moting the advantages of LMSC 
membership to prospective new 
members, actively searching out 
potential members who demon-

 

Announcements: 

• Automatic Dues Payment  
is no longer available for 
LMSC members.  Our 
Bank has discontinued the 
service. 

• The LMSC Annual Meet-
ing and Potluck Dinner 
will be held at 6:30 PM at 
the clubhouse.    Bring a 
dish to share and come 
to this important event. 
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Scots on the Rocks and Beyond 

MC Scow Fleet 89 Hosts Bottoms Up II 

N, E, S, W and back again in 
less than 10 minutes.  We had 
fog.  We had rain.  We had 
sun.  We had gentle breezes. 
We had a gust or two.  We 
had doldrums.  Nevertheless, 
we completed three races and 
ended on a decidedly high note 
as all returned safely to the 
docks.  The party and dinner 
were great, which segues into 
the next remarkable thing 
about the Regatta. 

 We had a wonderful 
diversity of ages.  Thanks to 
the incredible Dr. Dick Schultz 
of Moorhead City, N.C. and 
his crewman Ted O’Dell, the 
upper age range of out com-
petitors was well into the 80’s.  
And thanks to our own Robert  
King, the lower range was 
right about 17 or 18.  When 
you stop to think about it, 

(Continued on page 3) 

provided the serious bever-
ages, Bob Walrath brought 
the water and ice, Allan 
Gowans organized a fabu-
lous feast of barbeque and 
fried chicken in addition to 
arranging for the unique 
trophies.  Tommy and Deb-
bie Weaver did everything 
else!  And, what about Mel-
ton?  Well, the Fleet Cap-
tain showed up at the last 
minute to take credit for 
everything!  This is, after all, 
the way of the world. 

 The September 11, 
Scots-On-Rocks was a spe-
cial event in a number of 
ways.  First, on Saturday, 
we provided our out-of-
towners with a smorgas-
bord of rotten sailing condi-
tions.  We had wind from 
all points of the compass, 
sometimes clocking through 

almost an hour and a half. 
 Racing started under 

the direction of RC Chair-
man Bud Sweet with three 
races concluded on Satur-
day in variable conditions, 
the last being shortened 
due to a dying breeze.  Our 
youth sailors acquitted 
themselves very well with 
aggressive starts and sound 
tactics.  Unfortunately, two 
of the borrowed boats had 
breakdowns and never 
made it to the race course.  
In keeping with the lessons 
taught by LMSA coaches, 
the two top youth teams of 
the day volunteered to not 
sail on Sunday so the teams 
that did not sail on Saturday 
could still experience a “big 
boy” regatta. 

(Continued on page 3) 

The MC Scow contin-
ues to be one of the fastest 
growing one-design sailboat 
classes in the United States.  
We are fortunate at LMSC 
to have a growing and active 
fleet of these swift cat rigged 
boats.  Fast and fun, The MC 
Scow is easy to sail, easy to 
launch and retrieve and can 
be sailed by one or two per-
sons depending on the wind 
conditions.  There are 12 
active fleets within a few 
hours drive of LMSC. 

 On September 25, 26, 
Fleet 89 hosted its second 
annual Bottoms-Up II re-
gatta. 

Due to a continued 
snafu in the class web site, 
our regatta kept disappear-
ing from the schedule caus-
ing us some concern about 

reaching last year’s attendance 
of 24 boats. 

Additionally this year, we 
arranged to have 6 youth 
teams from the Lake Murray 
Sailing Association participate 
in the event.  The Association 
now has two boats, thanks to 
Brian Havens and Everett 
Rice.  We borrowed boats 
from Gary Wulf, John Kester 
and my boat was made avail-
able.  Ben Connor sailing his 
own boat made up the sixth 
boat. 

Because some of our 
youth sailors have never sailed 
an MC Scow we arranged for 
Lenny Krawcheck, a national 
level Lightning and MC Scow 
sailor to give the youngsters 
nuances of the boat.  Lenny 
did a masterful job and kept 
the youngsters’ attention for 

MC competition on sunny Lake 
Murray  

 

Scots on the Rocks 
 
“The next time you hear folks 
referring to Lake Murray as the 
greatest sailing lake in the 
Southeast, just say, “Amen.” ” 

September was a busy 
month for Fleet 158.  Surviv-
ing the passive misdirection 
and deep-seated lassitude of 
the Fleet Captain, members 
rallied to put on a superlative 
“Scots-On-The-Rocks” Re-
gatta on September 11.  Clay 
and Eddy Shelton were there 
with breakfast, Tom Cobb 

Scots on the Rocks at the weather 
mark.  I love a parade!!. 

Crossing tacks 
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the program.  We currently 
have 6 Lasers in a state of 
disrepair, plus access to the 4 

boats of the 
USC NROTC 
Unit.  We will 
be working 
the Laser 
Fleet to get 
ready for the 
spring ses-
sions as we 
have some 

sailors ready for some single 
handed competition.  If you 
have a Laser that is not being 
used, or some Laser parts, 
please consider donating your 
items to the Association.  
Boats and parts will be put to 
use for a great cause.  Re-
member, these will be a 
charitable donations that are 
tax deductible. 

We have had a tremen-
dous 
year 
with our 
youth 
program 
and ex-
pect 
2011 to 
be much 
better.  
We owe 
signifi-
cant 
appre-
ciation 

for volunteer time and effort 
to Ryan Gaskin, Tommy 
Weaver, Bob Walrath, Har-
old Scott, Mark Connor, Jill 
Sweet, Janie Gowans, Jewel 
Connor and a host of others. 

Our special thanks to 
Tom Ricciuto for his efforts 
in locating the donations that 
constitute our only way to 
fund the program.  Through 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

The Lake Murray Sailing 
Association, (LMSA) a partner 
of the Lake Murray Sailing 
Club, re-
cently 
completed 
its sum-
mer pro-
gram with 
a youth 
regatta on 
Septem-
ber 5th.  
We had a great turn-out of 
skippers and crew who sur-
vived the rigors of the sum-
mer training/coaching pro-
gram.  The ability of these 
young sailors will surprise you, 
as they learned well the skills 
drilled into them this summer. 

We currently have 26 
members of the LMSA Sailing 
Team who will continue prac-
tice and “intra-club” competi-
tion for 
the fall 
session.  
A win-
ter ses-
sion is 
in the 
planning 
stages.  
One of 
the 
areas 
we will 
be 
working 
on in the fall session is skip-
per-crew communication.  As 
our “Skipper” level sailors 
grow and leave the program, 
we will need our “Crew” level 
sailors to step up and become 
“Skippers”. 

 Currently we have 12 
Flying Juniors kept in good 
shape by Bob Walrath.  We 
are looking for funding to ob-
tain 6 more boats to add to 

Scots on the Rocks and Beyond 

that’s PRETTY INCREDIBLE. 
And then there was the 

weather on Sunday!! Wow!  

Talk about perfect!    Every-
one was impressed!  The 
next time you hear folks re-
ferring to Lake Murray as the 
greatest sailing lake in the 
Southeast, just say, “Amen.” 

 So, now that the our 
fifteen minutes of fame has 
come and gone for this year 
what’s left for Fleet 158?  
Well, just lots! 

The Wife/Husband is on 
October 9 at the Lake Nor-
man Sailing Club.  Unfortu-
nately for the Meltons the 
date conflicts with the Ala-
bama game and a family wed-
ding.  But for those of you 
who can go, it should be 
great.  There’s a non-
spinnaker division to encour-
age the “spinnakerphobic”, so 
there’s no excuse to miss it 
(except for the Alabama 
game and  a family wedding). 

 Now, as the Fall ap-
proaches, it’s time to get seri-
ous about the Mid-Winters.  
They’re being held in Sara-
sota, Florida next March and 
we want to put on our game 
faces and get down there.  
This is when the serious, 

(Continued from page 2) tough guy, sailor types team 
up, practice hard and really 
try to compete with the best 
in the sport.  We saw some 

very 
fine 
sailing 
at our 
own 
Club 
this 
month, 
but 
you’ll 
really 
see the 
hot 
shots at 

the Mid-
Winters.  It should be a great 
event.  I’m planning on it 
myself.  

 
Lawrence Melton,  Fleet 
Captain, Fleet 158 
lmelton@nexsenpruet.com 

LMSA and Youth Sailing  

Shaping to weather at the mark 

Two races were com-
pleted on Sunday in drizzle 
and winds that approached 
15 knots.  Great sailing, a few 
capsizes from the youngsters, 
but big smiles all around! 

Karma is good, as 
Lenny Krawcheck took top 
honors followed by Joe 
Brake and former LMSC 
Commodore, George 
Murray in third.  Complete 
results will be posted on the 
LMCS web site.  

 
Allan Gowans, Fleet 89 Captain 
MCScow2292@aol.com 

(Continued from page 2) 

Bottoms Up II 



LMSA & Youth Sailing 

Tom’s efforts, we have paid for all nine 
O’Pen BIC’s, and now have funds to 
start on the Laser program. 

We would like to gratefully ac-
knowledge Everett Rice and Brian Ha-
vens for their contributions of two very 
competitive MC Scows to the program.  

Dr. Joseph Harlan donated a 
Hunter 240 which was converted to 
much needed cash and Tim Etchison 
donated a Venture 222, also converted 
to cash.  We cannot thank them 
enough for their assistance. 

 We are building a great youth 
sailing program that goes far beyond 
teaching sailing to a few select young-
sters.  Our program outreach is having 
a very positive effect within our com-
munity and on the kids who participate 
in our program.  Thanks again to all 
those who have made contributions in 
both time, effort, and funding. 

  
 

Allan Gowans 240-4333 
LMSailASSOC@aol.com 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Debbie Beck successfully com-
pleted Ocean Sailing Academy’s 
(OSA/On Deck) U.S. Sailing Keelboat I 
and II Certification on September 19th 
after 6 days of navigating through 

Charleston Harbor's scenic and chal-
lenging waters sailing on a Colgate 26. 

Certification included classroom 
and practical experience in understand-
ing of Parts of the Boat, Parts of the 
Rig, Knot Tying, Line 
Management, Sail 
Bending and Flaking, 
Points of Sail, Tacking 
and Jibing, Reefing, 
Docking under 
Power, Crew Over-
board Recovery and 
Practice, Sail Trim, Sail 
Handling, Close Quar-
ters Sail Control, 
Starting and Stopping, 
Speed Control, Dock-
ing under Sail, Sail 
Planning, Run-a-
ground Recovery, 
Chart Reading and 
Line of Sight Naviga-
tion, and Rules of the 
Road. 

“Understanding the complexities 
of sailing in conditions governed by 
tides, changeable winds and currents 

Expand Your Horizons 

Friends don’t let their kids or their  
friend’s kids sit at home playing 
video games.  Get them engaged in 
the real world of sailing! 
 
Tell the whole community about 
our youth sailing programs1 

Not all youth sailing is on the tiller.  Team work 
means sharing tasks and doing it all! 

was an awesome and incredible learning 
experience”. Although when asked on the 
written exam which boat between Boat A 
and Boat B had the right away when a 
collision was imminent….I chose Boat 

D…..therefore scored a 
99% on the written 
exam.  
On day 6 and the final 
day of the certification 
program the Colgate 26 
was “under the 
weather” so we had to 
take the 40ft. Farr out 
for our final practical 
experience on “man 
over board” drills, sail 
trim, handling boat 
speed, anchoring and 
docking under 
sail….what an amazing 
opportunity that was! 
The courses and more 
than 42 hours of on-

water experience have greatly enhanced 
my confidence to “Sail Calm, Sail Confi-
dent and Sail for Fun”!  

 
 Debbie Beck 

Calm helmsmanship on the Colgate 26 

Rough duty on the Farr 40! Still, somebody’s gotta do it! 

      Sail South Carolina!! 



participants from all club fleets 
that enjoyed a wonderful sail 
over to Bomb Island for food, 
fellowship and 
flocks of birds to 
be amazed by.   
Our most recent 
“Around the Is-
lands” race was 
well attended and 
we were all re-
warded with a 
beautiful day of 
sailing. 

We eagerly 
look forward to upcoming 
events as the cooler tempera-
tures arrive.  Please be sure 
and join us this fall to see what 
the cruising fleet is all about.  

Cruisin’ News 

Logging LMSC 

Back in March, the 
Cruising Fleet kicked off the 
season with a Dock Party 
hosted by our Captain on B 
Dock.  Like many events to 
follow, the weather was not 
cooperative that afternoon.  

However we didn’t let the 
rain stop us as we moved 
the party indoors.   I am 
happy to report this has 
been the spirit in which the 
cruising fleet continues to 
grow. 

 While unpredictable 
weather has been a con-
stant this summer, commit-
ment has been the constant 
of many of our cruisers.  
Therein lies the heart of a 
true sailor! 

It is quite impressive 
to be among such a won-
derful group of sailors who 
will sit, and socialize happily 
porch side while waiting for 
a chance to set sail when 
the skies begin to clear and 
the winds prevail. 

 We cruisers love our 
socials.  Events like the 
clubhouse pot luck dinners, 
dock parties, and our an-
nual Jimmy Buffet party we 
hosted on May 29th are es-
sential parts of or fun.    But 
make no mistake, we enjoy 
our sailing events even 
more!  We had such a blast 

 The next grounds 
party is scheduled for Oc-
tober the 30th.  We have a 
few items on the docket al-

ready but if anyone knows of 
items that need to be sched-
uled, please let me know.  This 
will be the last scheduled work 
party of the year and if you 
have not fulfilled your “Fair 
Share” contribution obligation 
to the club, this will be an ex-
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The club had a very 
successful testosterone 
filled work party on the 
21st of August.  The day 
was focused on taking 
out dead trees on the 
property and featured 
the guys showing off 
their lumberjack prow-
ess and equipment. 

However, we also 
were able to install new 
fans on the patio, new 
rigging dock rub rail, 
build some new laser 
racks and do some gen-
eral clean up of the 
grounds.  Thanks to every-
one that attended and 
made it a success including 
some of the NROTC can-
didates. 

A very special thanks 
to Kirk and Sue Johnson 
for spending the afternoon 
trimming trees.  They have 
since joined the club and 
are eager to get involved 
with club activities. 

 
Go sailing!  It frees the mind 

and thus the soul.   

with our first “Capture the 
Flag” race it was suggested 
that a rematch may be in or-
der.  This was a fun team ef-
fort race that really brought 
us all closer together.  Our 
first “Purple Martin” raft up 

was a wash-
out due to the 
weather but 
evolved into a 
spectacular 
night time sail 
for those who 
waited out 
the storms.  
The second 
Purple Martin 
raft up drew a 
number of 

cellent opportunity to do so. 
At the previous work 

party, we had removed the 
rope inserts on the front gates 

and painted the gates 
white.  We now have new 
metal inserts that match 
and and that sport the 
LMSC burgee.  We think 
it really spruces up the 
gates and the entrance. 
 Last but far from least, 
there is an insert in the 4th 
quarter billing.  We are 
attempting to complete 
parking inventory and 
need all the help we can 

get.  Please read the insert and 
help by simply providing us with 
current member, boat and 
trailer information. 

 Okay, back to sailing – 
the weather is cooling and the 
winds are great.  

 
Bud Buckwell 
Grounds Committee Chairman 
budbuckwell@sc.rr.com 

Evening anchorage.  Its own reward. 

LMSC Lumberjacks at work 

“...commitment has been 
the constant of many of 
our cruisers.  Therein lies 
the heart of a true 
sailor!” 

We’d love to see you 
too!  

 Mary Keels 



Commodore 

Board of Stewards 2009—2010 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Frank McKinnon 

Rear Commodore  -  Lawrence Melton 

Treasurer  -  Matt Bregenzer 

Secretary  -  Debbie Beck 

At Large Members 

John Evans 

Clay Shelton 

Frank McGee 

Bud Buckwell 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

LMSC Annual Business Meeting 
 
October 16th at 6:30 PM—Dinner and Meeting 
 
Bring a dish to share with fellow members!  Dinner will 
begin at 6:30 pm Saturday, October 16, with our annual 
business of the general membership to follow at 7:15 
pm. 
 
Learn about club accomplishments this year, plans for 
the future, and elect your 2011 Board of Stewards. 
 
Each member is urged to attend this important annual 
event.  If circumstances prevent your attendance in per-
son, please be sure to mail you absentee ballot or des-
ignate your voting proxy for the election of next year’s 
officers. 

control road erosion in the boat 
parking areas. 

Future capital projects are 
being prioritized for budgeting 
over the next 5 to 10 years.  We 
have much to do and much to 
look forward to as we manage 
our resources and build the great-
est sailing venue on Lake Murray. 

This will be my last official 
report to you as your Commo-
dore.  You will elect a new Com-
modore for 2011 who will serve 
you well.  For three years, the 
opportunity to work with  the 
LMSC Board of Stewards, the 
committee chairs, and the many 
other dedicated LMSC volunteers  
who make our club possible, I 
count among the most rewarding 
in my experience. 

With so much support, your 
next BOS will  continue to grow 
and strengthen LMSC and its tra-
ditions. 

 

Happy Sailing 

Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

(www.lmsc.org)  

Photo Credits 
 
Bud Buckwell—Scots on the 
Rocks and “Evening Anchor-
age”  
Joe Brake (Guest)  - MC 
Scow sailing 
Debbie Beck—Colgate 26 
and Farr 40 
Gary Sayers—LMSC 
“Lumberjacks” 
Sam Iriel (Father of Youth 
Sailor) —Youth Sailing Clinic 
 
Source for other photos un-
known. 

Tranquility in the evening. 


