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Dilbert, or seeing what’s 
new on Boats.com…all the 
things that make life in an 
office bearable. When the 
hearings break at around 
5:30, it’s back to the office 
to meet with the next day’s 
witnesses, organize notes, 
eat mediocre Chinese 
carry-out (on a good night),  
then struggle back to the 
hotel for some sleep.  Sleep 
can be elusive under these 
circumstances.  Too much 
adrenalin!  I typically have 
no trouble falling asleep, but 
often wake up after a few 
hours with my mind racing, 
worrying about the brilliant 
things I’d neglected to say, 
or anticipating the brilliant 
things I might get a chance 
to say.  Getting back to 
sleep can be tough.  Count-
ing sheep may have been an 
effective aid to sleep in sim-
pler times, when counting 
sheep essentially meant 
counting one’s wealth.  I’m 
more familiar with legs of 
lamb than with sheep on 
the hoof, and counting legs 

(Continued on page 5) 

Commodore’s Commentary 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

Sailing—Something to 
Think About 

 
  I’m sorry I haven’t 

been around LMSC much 
lately.  Many thanks to those 
members of the BOS who 
filled in during my absence. 

 I’d like to say I was 
chartering down in the BVI, 
ghosting along the trade 
winds with mermaids singing.  
The truth is, I’ve been out of 
town for the last three weeks 
arbitrating a big claim on a 
construction project.  It’s that 
most serious of 4-letter 
words:  WORK!  It is good 
work involving interesting 
technology, good people, 
novel issues, and opportuni-
ties to work with old friends.  
I can’t complain.  As an attor-
ney, this is, after all, what I 
do.  But it has kept me from 
sailing, rowing, working on 
my boats, helping out with 
painting the clubhouse, lead-
ing BOS meetings, meeting 
the new members, and doing 
all the other fun things that 
are part of the LMSC experi-
ence. 

 This enforced absence 
has, however, brought to 
mind one aspect of sailing 
that requires neither boats 
nor water, i.e. that sailing, and 
the activities associated with 
sailing, are good to think 
about.  Let me explain.  My 
trial schedule normally in-
volves getting up at 4:00 a.m. 
to get ready for the hearings 
and working through the day 
at a heightened level of inten-
sity.  There are no breaks, 
walks around the block, visits 
to co-workers, casual phone 
conversations, catching up on 

 

Announcements: 

• On-line Club store is 
open for business.  New 
items coming soon.  
Show your LMSC pride.  
Wear our clothing and 
accessories. 

• All on-line fleet event 
calendars are current and 
available for viewing on 
the LMSC website.  Fol-
low the “Fleet” links. 
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Apr 2    First Rodesiler of the 2011 series and annual    
    “Chili Cook-Off. 

Apr 16  Sailfest 2011 & LMSA/LMSC “Youth Challenge” 

Apr 30  “Introduction to Sailing” class 

May  13 - 15   “Start Sailing Right” classes 

May 26   Second Rodesiler and “Beyond the Sea” dinner  

Jun 4      Third Rodesiler and “The Italian Job” dinner 
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Flying Scot Fleet 158 Prepares for Summer 

MC Scow Fleet 89 Readies for Busy Season 

races, one on one training and 
non-racing activities like island 
cruises and excursions to 
Dockside and Lighthouse for 
lunch.  If you would like to join 
us, please contact me or any 
Fleet member.  We always 
have a good time.   

  
LET’S GO SAILING!  
  

Tommy Weaver,  Fleet Captain, 
Fleet 158 
tommyweaver@sc.rr.com 
803-735-0011 

Marinetex, and went to 
work.  Marinetex is very 
easy to work with and does 
a great job of filling in holes 
and gashes.  If you’re careful 
and patient, neither of 
which are my strong points, 
you can get a great result.  
Don’t be afraid of doing 
stuff like this yourself.  It 
may not look perfect the 
first time, but you will learn 
a skill that will give you 
great satisfaction. If any 
Fleet member needs help 
dropping and rolling your 
boat, let me know, it is very 
easy to do.  

We have a Club race 
scheduled every month 
from April through Octo-
ber.  We also have a Flying 
Scot Fleet activity once a 
month.  These activities will 
include practice starts and 

sailed by one or two with-
out compromising perform-
ance.  There are active MC 
fleets throughout the US 
and regattas are held almost 
every weekend in the 
southeast.   

For additional MC 
Scow Fleet information, feel 
free to call  

  
Allan Gowans, Fleet 89 Cap-
tain 
MCScow2292@aol.com 

MC Scow Fleet 89 has 
already held two sailing 
events this year with the 
third scheduled for the 
weekend of March 26-27.  
Saturday was a training 
event with coaching tips 
gleaned from a recently at-
tended MC Scow clinic 
(Zenda U) at lake Eustis, 
Florida.  Sunday was our 
scheduled MC Race day, 
with most of the fleet paint-
ing targets on the backs of 
Ryan Gaskin and Ben Con-
nor. 

Expect to see MC 
Scows in the first Rodesiler 
event on April 2nd followed 
by our monthly MC event 
on April 17th.  There are MC 
Scow events scheduled for 
every month except Decem-
ber.  Additionally the fleet 

has designated the Low Re-
gatta in Beaufort, SC as a des-
ignated traveling event.  We 
anticipate a good number of 
boats attending that regatta 
June 25-26.  In September, 
LMSC will host the third an-
nual Bottoms UP II regatta 
and in October, a number of 
fleet 89’s senior citizens will 
venture back to Beaufort for 
the MC Scow Masters Na-
tional Championships.  You 
must be at least 50 to attend 
this regatta which will draw 
participants from all over the 
US. 

Currently we have 16 
boats in the fleet, with 6 boats 
being sailed by youth mem-
bers.  The MC Scow is one of 
the fastest growing One-
Design classes in the US.  It is 
a fun boat to sail and can be 

MC competition on sunny Lake 
Murray  

 

Spring is the Time! 
 
“Spring is the 
time to make 
sure your 
boat is up to 
par for the 
Summer. ” 

Spring is FI-
NALLY here 
and club rac-
ing is just 
around the 
corner.  Now 
is the time for 
the Flying 
Scot fleet to 
clean their 
bottoms (of 
the boats!) 
and check the 

centerboard gaskets.  I 
dropped my boat on the 
lawn and lo and behold I had 
a chunk out of my center-
board and a hole in my gas-
ket.  I also had some nasty 
gashes in the bottom from 
when the boat slid of the 
roller and scraped across the 
support bracket.  So, I went 
to the “Allan Gowans Marine 
Supply”, borrowed some 

Robert and Ryan shape to weather 

Tommy’s Toy!  “Nuff said! 

Sail 
South 
Carolina! 

Go sailing!  It frees the mind 
and thus the soul. 
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use.  In addition to supporting 
our summer camp and sailing 
team activities, we are helping 

with the 
USC 
NROTC 
Sailing 
Team, inte-
grating and 
standardiz-
ing 
NROTC 

and LMSA Laser fleets to 
better manage resources.  
Lasers are desperately 
needed, either by loan, re-
stricted donation, or actual 
Fair Market Value Donation 
to the charitable Lake Murray 
Sailing Association. 

The LMSA 
Sailing team 
has a home 
regatta on 
April 16th 
against teams 
from Char-
lotte, NC.  
This is the 
same date as 
our tradi-
tional Open 
House, 
“SailFest”.  

The sailing event will be a 
round robin event  with our 
teams sailing against the 
Charlotte group.   There is a 
return event sometime in 
May, with the exact date yet 
to be determined.  Come out 
and enjoy SailFest and watch 
the LMSA Sailing Team in 
action. 

  
Allan Gowans 240-4333 
LMSCSummeCamp@aol.com 

 

The 2011 version of 
Summer Sailing Camp is 
close at hand.  Our first ses-
sion starts 
June 13th 
and runs 
for 9 
weeks 
through 
August 
12th.   Ses-
sions will 
start at 8AM and end at 
12:00, with advanced sailing 
scheduled for afternoons on 
an availability basis.  It is an-
ticipated Wednesday evening 
races and socials will also 
begin the week of June 13th.  
Applications for camp are 

available on the LMSC web 
site. 

LMSA is feverishly 
working on getting its fleet of 
boats ready for the heavy 
summer activity.  Currently 
we have a fleet of 9 O’Pen 
BICs for the beginners, 13 
Lasers and 12 Flying Juniors 
for the advanced or more 
experienced sailors.  We are 
desperately looking for addi-
tional Lasers, Laser parts and 
components.  If you have a 
Laser you are not using, con-
sider donating it to LMSA 
where it will be put to good 

Summer Camp... 
Closer Than You Think! Cruisin’ News 

The Cruiser Fleet and 
LMSC had to say goodbye to 
Chuck Minges. Due to health 
and personal reasons Chuck 
elected to retire his member-
ship last month. I understand 
Chuck has been a member 
since the early 80's and was 
always someone the member-
ship could count on. When I 
joined LMSC in late 2004 I 
met Chuck riding that old 
Snapper lawn mower. I also 
worked with him during a few 
Saturday work parties.  That 
mower should have been a 
thrill ride at a carnival. It was 
a testament to the 
old saying " neces-
sity is the mother 
of inven-
tion"...Chuck man-
aged to keep the 
yard cut, at risk to 
life and limb. He 
was a guy who 
would lend a hand 
or his advice any-
time. Thanks 
Chuck, for every-
thing you did for 
LMSC. 

The Cruiser 
Fleet season opener is March 
26th. Our first event is a joint 
Dock Party on the grounds. 
This year each dock has a 
volunteer Event Coordina-
tor. Separate from the volun-
teer Dock Supervisor posi-
tion, Event Coordinators this 
year are Debbie Beck for A 
dock, Mary Ricciuto for B 
dock and Sue Johnson for C 
dock. They will contact the 
members of their respective 
docks to inform members of 
each event and encourage 
participation. 

The purpose of this 
year’s Dock Party opener is 

to bring the other dock 
members together, meet 
each other and socialize. We 
hope this will stimulate more 
ideas for this season. This 
event will also feature our 
first “International Official 
Cruiser Fleet Libation 
Contest.” We will tip a few, 
loosen up and actually have 
some fun.......Look for individ-
ual fliers from your coordina-
tors. March 26th 4PM ..... 
hope to see you...  

 
Tom Ricciuto, Fleet Captain 
tricciuto@sc.rr.com 

Wally has the true cruising spirit as he helms 
an 80 foot schooner off Key West. 

Featured Wine 

Yes, a wine “teaser” just 
for you!  You may be familiar 
with the popular Australian 
wine Shiraz...pronounced with 
the typical Australian flat 
“a” (as in “ax”).  It is their 
name for French or  American 
Syrah.  All are made from the 
same grape featuring black-
berry or plum fruit flavors 
with a bit of peppery spice. 

“Why Shiraz?” you ask. 
Well you might!  Watch the 
Mc Scow fleet launch and sail.   
The observant among you will 
come to understand! 



Spring “Housekeeping” 
Our grounds and 

house crews are doing an 
amazing job with this year.  
Next time you’re at the 
club, take a look around.  
Debbie Beck and her crew 
are just 
about 
finished 
with 
the 
exte-
rior 
repair 
and 
painting 
work 
on the 
club house.  Two weekends 
ago, Richard Eaton and I 
moved all the trailers away 
from the hedge row near 
the road.  Some of the 
equipment unclaimed or 
needing repair has been 
located to the “bone yard” 
for further disposition.  The 
remaining trailers were 
integrated into the center 
island trailer parking area.  
Most of the equipment is 
marked properly.  For 
those that are not, remem-
ber: The deadline to get 
proper markings and claim 
your equipment is April 
15th.   Remembering that 
date should not be espe-
cially  taxing for anyone! 

The 2011 sailing sea-
son is here....our boats may 
need some TLC after a win-
ter of disuse.  Each dock 
has an electric wash down 
pump that one of your dock 
mates installed for your 
convenience.   Let's make a 
concerted effort to get our 
boats and equipment ship 
shape for Spring and espe-
cially for our upcoming 
“Sailfest” Open House 
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scheduled for  April 19th.  As 
Membership Chairman, I am 
getting an average of one call 
a week from people inter-
ested in the club.  Part of my 
prospective member inter-

view proc-
ess is a 
tour of 
the club 
grounds.  
We want 
to make a 
good 
showing at 
all times, 
but espe-
cially in 

the Spring when sailors and 
would be sailors are looking 
for the best place to go boat-
ing.  People are relocating to 
this area from all over the 
Southeast.  New nuclear 
plants being built are ex-
pected to bring 3500 people 
to the Columbia area.  If they 
have kids, our lake will be a 
recreational Mecca for an 
increased district 5 popula-
tion.  Let’s all make a special 
effort to make our club-
house, grounds, and boats 
look spiffy for the guests 
likely to be interested in us 
as a recreational resource 
this spring.   

 
Tom Ricciuto, Slip and Parking 
assignments 
tricciuto@sc.rr.com 

Secure your battens 
against loss, warping, and 
breakage.  Materials needed: 
1. PVC tubing, thin wall. Size 
to accept at least one com-
plete set of battens. 
2. One “slip on” 
end cap fitting. 
3. One “threaded 
to slip on” coupling 
4. One threaded 
end cap. 
5. 1/8” diameter 
synthetic cord. 
6. PVC cement 

Cut section 
to length for long-

Oyster Roast - It Happened Again! 
The weather commit-

tee gets an A+ for the day! 
The Annual Oyster 

Roast was Saturday, Febru-
ary 12.  There were 48 
people consuming , 240 
pounds of oysters, 60 
pieces of chicken, 7 bags of 
slaw, French fries, 2 bags 
of cookies and a super 
cookie (Thanks, Lynn!), 
adult beverages and soft 
drinks.  Six members of 
the USC Sailing Team 
joined us. It was another 
“Mighty Event” in the finest 
tradition of LMSC. activi-
ties 

Thanks to everyone 
who helped setup, cook, 
serve, neaten, throw away, 
etc.  Mark your calendars 
now for next February, 
probably the 4th or the 
11th. 

Sonya Stewart 

The “A” team take  photo break!  
With the rake included, is this pose 
“LMSC Gothic”?   

Tommy makes sure the steaming 
piles of oysters are distributed to 
everyone. Oh...Wait!  He’s topping 
up his own plate!  Again!! 

A great big “Thank You!” to Wally and Sonya Stewart 
who have made the Annual LMSC Oyster Roast a success, 
rain or shine, since about the time  Moby Dick was a min-
now!.   (The Editor) 

“Scabbard the Battens” 
est batten plus 1”.  Assemble 
& glue fittings.  Drill cap to 
accept cord.  Thread cord 
thru holes and knot ends to 
secure.  Done! 
(Illustration below) 

“Top Gun” youth sailors in ac-
tion. 



Commodore 

Board of Stewards 2010—2011 

Commodore  -  Lawrence Melton 

Vice Commodore  -  Clay Shelton 

Rear Commodore  -  Bud Buckwell 

Treasurer  -  Matt Bregenzer 

Secretary  -  Debbie Beck 

At Large Members 

Chris Rudek 

Mike Loser 

Frank McGee 

Frank Skorzewski 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Sailfest 
 
Our Annual Sailfest “Open House” community 

event will be held April 16th—10AM to 4PM! 
 
Invite an acquaintance, a friend, a neighbor!  Everyone is 

welcome.  We’ll serve free ‘burgers, 
‘dogs, and soft beverages., offer sail 
boat rides, and tours of the house 
and grounds.  We’ll offer “mini” sail-
ing seminars, provide information  

about Youth Camp, fleet information, and more. 
 
View the flyer (Direct Sailfest link at www.lmsc.org.) 
Print the flyer and post in your work place or general 
purpose bulletin board.  Call Frank McKinnon and vol-
unteer to help.  Ph 803-345-4306 or email 
fmckinnon@scana.com 

of lamb doesn’t do it for me. 
 Away from home, 

sleepless, anxious, tormented 
by opportunities missed and 
uncertain of what the next 
witness will say, I find myself 
– not counting sheep – but 
rigging my boat. Follow the 
routine:  Start with removing 
the cover.  Fold the  star-
board side over the port side,  
then roll toward the stern so 
that it can be put back on the 
stern and unrolled in neat 
fashion, keeping track of any 
points of attachment.  Insert 
the transom plug and twist it 
tight. Mount the rudder as-
sembly, the tiller, the boom, 
attach the main sheet block, 
check the tension on the rud-
der lift, hank on the jib, rig 
the spinnaker and the main, 
check the sheet leads, and 
more. You get the point. 

Everyone has his/her 
own routine for rigging.  Basi-
cally, we all do the same 
thing.  It’s good to do things 
in order.  Routine is good.  

(Continued from page 1) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

(www.lmsc.org)  

Routine keeps one from mak-
ing mistakes. Routine is satisfy-
ing, becoming part of one’s 
personality.  It is that mental 
construct that, when violated, 
nags you that something is not 
right, and makes you check 
twice to be sure.  And, here’s 
my point:  playing through rou-
tines in your mind may bring on 
sleep when stress has seemed 
to banish it.  So, though I was 
away from Lake Murray and my 
boat, I was, in a sense, still sail-
ing, still at the Lake, in my head, 
getting Trophy Wife ready to go 
with that sense of anticipation 
that goes with the routine.  
And, all alone, worrying about 
things I can’t control, troubled 
by things I wish witnesses had 
not put in emails, I was still at 
the Lake, rigging my boat, get-
ting ready to get out on the 
water.  All in my mind.  Some-
times that’s all you need.  Sail-
ing:  It’s not just something you 
do on the Lake.  It’s something 
good to think about.  

   
Lawrence Melton, Commodore 


