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whether you should or 
should not venture out on 
the lake. 

First, know your own 
limitations. I sail a moder-
ately stable 19-foot dinghy, 
but it’s still a dingy.  It has 
no self-righting keel, and it 
will capsize.  As Bud Sweet 
observed, “If you sail, 
you’re going to capsize.” 

We are favored with a 
deep Lake, often with good 
wind and flat water.  I don’t 
do big waves or chop very 
well.  But some do.  Sailors 
from the Gulf who sail in 
shallow bays have skills I do 
not have.  As a simple rule, 
I don’t take my boat out if 
it’s “white capping.”  That’s 
about 15 knots. If I’m out 
and it starts to whitecap, I’ll 
probably head in, but that 
decision depends with 
whom I’m sailing.  With my 
wife, I’m heading in.  With 
Bud Sweet, or my son 
Parker, I would accept a 
little more risk.  Come to 
your own decision, make 
your own rule and stick to 

(Continued on page 7) 

Commodore’s Commentary - To sail, or not to sail? 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

 Running the risk of se-
vere understatement, we’ve 
had a little rough weather this 
spring.  Several regattas have 
been cancelled, some in the 
face of representations from 
out of town coaches that 
their sailors were fit for any 
conditions.  Seasoned veter-
ans have watched in wonder 
as some members have ig-
nored whitecaps and bending 
boughs to head from our safe 
little cove toward the main 
body of Lake Murray.  Some-
one suggested that the Club 
post warning flags about sail-
ing conditions.  After brief 
consideration with a lawyer 
(me) the idea was dropped.   

The Racing Rules of 
Sailing (and common sense) 
make it clear that the deci-
sion to sail or not is the indi-
vidual responsibility of each 
skipper.  There is consider-
able experience and tradition 
behind that policy.  Skill levels 
vary dramatically.  One rule 
does not fit all.  From the 
legal point of view, taking 
responsibility for someone’s 
safety inevitably leads to 

claims based on negligence.  
Moreover, lake conditions 
can change with amazing 
speed, particularly in the sum-
mer.  

So, where does that 
leave you?  From the legal 
point of view, you are on 
your own; free to sail, free to 
make your own decisions, 
free to get it wrong, free to 
capsize, free to sink.  Remem-
ber, freedom is a good thing! 

From a practical point of 
view none of us is really 
alone.  There are many guides 
and much advice as to 
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Great 48 Racing - Fleet 158 acquires Historical Boat 

MC Scow Fleet 89 Spring Report 

parted ways with his company 
Douglass and McLeod.  That 
company made Thistles.  Sandy 
had a falling out with McLeod 
and he was also disgusted with 
the Thistle Class because of all 
of the changes they were mak-
ing with the boat that he de-
signed.  He had been thinking 
of a new design for a 19 foot 
boat for a long time.  He built 
the prototype out of wood 
and it took him over a year to 
get the perfect shape to use as 
a plug for building a fiberglass 
mold. 

 
Tommy Weaver,  Fleet Captain, 
Fleet 158 
tommyweaver@sc.rr.com 
803-735-0011 
 

There was a time when we 
were near the bottom or at 
the bottom, so I can't be 
too disappointed with our 
finish.  I am still amazed at 
how far the winners are 
ahead of us after we work 
as hard as we can to get 
around the course. 

One thing I have 
learned is that there is no 
magic secret to a good fin-
ish in a regatta.  The key is 
tiller time and more tiller 
time.  The winners have 
countless hours racing and 
they instinctively know how 
to make their boats go fast. 

Fleet 158 will soon 
have another boat;  a boat 
with significant history.  
Debbie and I are buying 
Flying Scot # 2.  The boat 
was built in 1957 by Sandy 
Douglass.  He had recently 

The LMSA youth sailors are 
improving their skills and 
add to a great time on the 
water for the entire fleet. 

 
Come Sail With Us!  

 

  
Allan Gowans, Fleet 89 Cap-
tain 
MCScow2292@aol.com 

In a recent US Sailing 
one design class survey, two 
one design classes were 
cited for exceptional 
growth, The Flying Scot and 
the MC Scow.  There are 
definite reasons for the re-
cent success of both these 
excellent boats.  We at 
LMSC are quite possibly 
“ahead of the curve” as both 
the Flying Scot and MC 
Scow have been active and 
growing at LMSC for the 
past 5 years. 

The MC Scow is an 
active one design class 
throughout most of the US, 
with particular strength in 
the mid-west and south east.  
It is a fun boat to sail and a 
great boat to race.  While 
new boats can top $14,000, 
there are many competitive  

boats available in the $2500 or 
less range.  The boat is easy to 
rig, fast to launch and retrieve, 
and can be sailed by one or 
two people.  Old boats are 
competitive with new boats.  
It boils down to the person on 
the tiller.  Practice and attend-
ing our local clinics can be a 
great help in improving one’s 
skill level. 

Fleet 89 has an MC 
“event’ scheduled at least 
once per month.   Skippers 
have the option to sail in the 
Rodesiler series, attend local 
Lake Murray regattas, and 
travel to near by regattas 
hosted by other SC and Geor-
gia clubs.   

The Lake Murray Sailing 
Association also has six boats.  
All of these are usually on the 
starting line for local events.  

MC competition on sunny Lake 
Murray  

 

Racing season has 
begun.  Debbie 
and I went to the 
Great 48 regatta 
at Lake Norman 
Yacht Club last 
weekend.  There 
were 33 boats. 
Conditions on 
Saturday were 10 
- 15 winds with 
lots of chop.  We 
really had to 
work hard to 
make sure we 
kept the boat 
powered up to 

get through the waves.  Sun-
day started out perfectly with 
winds around 7, but then 
they dropped to nothing.  
Thankfully the race commit-
tee shortened course and 
only ran one race.  We fin-
ished a respectable 18th.  

Allan and Ben check time to the start 
in the 2010 Grits ‘n Haggis regatta 
at Lake Keowee 

Youth sailors relaxed and in control. 

Sail 
South 
Carolina! 

“He had been thinking 
about a design for a 19 
foot boat for a long time” 
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work was started on the La-
ser fleet.  The FJ’s are in good 
organized condition and 

should sur-
vive the 
rigors of 
the sum-
mer camp 
in good 
shape.  We 
hope to 
have 7 to 

10 lasers in the water at the 
beginning of summer camp.  
Our 12 LMSA instructors are 
also youth fleet members of 
MC Scow Fleet 89 and have 
access to the LMSA MC Scow 
fleet boats.  Some mainte-
nance work was also done on 

the MC’s. 
Summer 
Camp runs 
from June 13th 
through the 
12th of Au-
gust.  Sessions 
run from 8 
am until 12 
noon five days 
per week.  
We will have 
three differ-
ent groupings; 

beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced sailors.  LMSA sum-
mer camp focuses on 
SAFETY, FUN, and LEARN-
ING. 

Registration forms are 
available on the lmsc.org web 
site. 

  
Allan Gowans 240-4333 
LMSCSummeCamp@aol.com 

 

This spring LMSA held 
two Mini-camps to train in-
structors for the annual sum-
mer youth 
camp.  We 
held two 
sessions, 
one the 
first week 
of April 
and the 
second on 
the third week of April.  
LMSA is using students from 
previous camps as instruc-
tors this year.  Each of the 12 
instructors have spent con-
siderable time in a volunteer 
capacity during the summer 
sessions, and have passed 

their basic skills or “Red 
Book” certification.  Addi-
tionally, all of the instructors 
have attended one of our 
racing clinic weekly sessions 
or are “Top Gun” graduates.   

The mini-camp was not 
just sailing, but focused more 
on training and safety.  In-
structors were given addi-
tional experience in power 
boat skills and operation.  
Training and review in sailing 
procedures, rigging, knots, 
and camp overview was also 
provided.  Maintenance work 
was done on the FJ fleet and 

LMSA Instructors Get Ready for 
Summer Camp Cruisin’ News 

2011 so far has pre-
sented a few really nice days 
for us. Not so for our first 
scheduled event. March 26th 
was rained out. On the up 
side,  our “Capture the Flag” 
race on Saturday 4/23, went 
very well.  We started with 
very little wind and ended up 
at the mouth of the cove with 
no wind. I called the race at 
3PM. Brooks and Marty Allen, 
with Debbie Beck on board 
were in the lead and declared 
winners for A dock. They 
obviously took the event 
more seriously. Not so with 
the rest of us bobbing about 
pelting each other with water 
balloons. Sue Johnson seemed 
to be having the most fun 
because she was laughing the 
entire time. I had my 16 year 
old grandson and his “bud” in 
the DAZE with me thinking 
there might be a 
little wind. No 
wind, but plenty 
of balloons for 
them to stay 
busy…Needless 
to say, they had 
no trouble get-
ting into the thick 
of the fight. Neita 
and Sheri did 
their part return-
ing fire from their 
Saber, as did Sue, 
Kirk and the Al-
len’s. All in all it 
was a fun day….. 
After the race we 
gathered under 
the patio for food 
and spirits …… 
and a very brief 
awarding of the 
flag.  

I would like 
to thank our 

Dock Event Coordinators for 
their efforts organizing the 
event. They are Debbie 
Beck, “A” dock, Mary Ric-
ciuto, “B” dock, and Sue 
Johnson on “C” dock ….. 
GREAT JOB!  

Slip mates: the 
Cruiser Fleet Committee is 
trying hard to increase the 
level of participation this 
2011 season. The more peo-
ple who attend events and 
contribute ideas, the more 
enjoyable our club experi-
ence becomes.  Try and par-
ticipate whenever you can.  
Thank you all for a great CF 
event last Saturday.  I’m look-
ing forward to our May 7th 
event which is an open dock 
party…. “FIND THE 
CROWD”.  

 

Tom Ricciuto, Fleet Captain 
tricciuto@sc.rr.com 

On a windless day, “Capture the Flag” racing had 
experienced sailors using their very best racing tac-
tics. The deadly aim (waterblaster) of our captain, 
protected our commanding lead, as an avenger 
pelted us mercilessly with pink water balloons. Other 
worthy racers escaped to cover. Presentation of the 
trophy flag ceremony concluded the events of an-
other fun gathering for the cruiser fleet. 



Who Are They?  The “Nose” Knows! 
Marty & Brooks Allen 
LMSC member bio. 

 
Marty is a full time 

South Carolinian, born in 
Laurens. She first visited 
LMSC in the mid 70's when 
she attended an end of se-

mester USC graduate art 
class party held at the club. 
At the time the building was 
a house, not the club house 
that we have today. When a 
job transfer brought her 
family to Columbia in the 
late 80's, she brought her 
17' Rebel from Clark's Hill 
Reservoir, now called 
Strom Thurmond Lake, and 
joined the club. She has 
enjoyed being a member 
ever since. She teaches pri-
vate art lessons and pro-
duces art for sale, after re-
tiring from 30 years of 
teaching art and physical 
education in the public 
school system. 

Brooks currently 
works as a commercial 
claim litigation specialist for 
the Companion Property 
and Casualty Insurance 
Company. 

Marty and Brooks 
Allen sail “Glory Be”, a 27 
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foot O'Day slipped at A 
dock. The boat underwent a 
two year restoration on jack 
stands in our front yard after 
years of neglect by the prior 
owner. Prior to the Helms, 
they sailed a Hunter 23 for a 
couple of years. Theye enjoy 

“going where the wind blows 
them” or nowhere in par-
ticular. Marty and Brooks 
spend the night on the boat 
as often as possible, weather 
permitting. Marty has been a 
member at LMSC for 20+ 
years and is a lifelong sailor 
growing up on Lake Green-
wood with two older broth-
ers. Brooks started sailing 
about ten years ago after 
taking an introductory sailing 
course offered by the USC 
Continuing Education Pro-
gram. 

Their greatest sailing 
adventure was chartering a 
Beneteau 33 for a week in 
the British Virgin Islands. We 
survived the open seas and 
loved every minute of it. We 
would recommend the 
Mooring Charter Service to 
anyone considering such a 
trip.  

 

Tom Ricciuto 
LMSC’ “ad hoc” biographer 

View of the newly painted club house front as members and guests enter the 
grounds. -  Photo Courtesy of Sue Johnson.  

Grounds Projects 

LMSC has so much to 
offer our members. We 
have the best view on the 
lake, a dedicated and ex-
perienced group of sailors, 
and access to big water. 
With the new paint and the 
new steps, our clubhouse is 
looking great. 

Here are a few pro-
jects (in no particular order) 
that I’ve given some thought 
to and have had some input 
from other members. I’ll be 
presenting these for discus-
sion at the next BOS meet-
ing in June.   Please feel free 
to email me with questions 
and to let me know how 
these ideas strike you. I’ll be 
glad to pass on your com-
ments. 

1. We have a chance 
to have a beautiful lawn 
facing the lake. We have a 
watering system but need 
to fix some significant bare 
areas. We would like to lay 
St. Augustine grass sod, 
which will tolerate a good 
bit of shade. 

2. The front of the 

clubhouse, on both sides of 
the new stairs, needs landscap-
ing.  We propose tall Hollies 
on either side of the porch and 
will add shrubs as needed. 

3. The Club entrance 
needs better curb appeal. Our 
landscaping has been in place 
for many years and is past its 
prime. We are working on a 
plan that includes stucco or 
stonework columns on either 
side of the gate. Also, new 
paving leading up to the new 
gate. 

4. We are going to pro-
pose a new deck joining the 
back and side patio to give us 
seating and dining space out-
side the covered patio area. 
This is the most popular seat-
ing spot at the club. The new 
800 sq. ft. deck would have an 
elevated section to make pres-
entations & awards or a disk 
jockey at a party. 

 
 See you at the Club… 
 
Richard Eaton, Grounds Commit-
tee eaton.rich@gmail.com 



Pig Roast ‘n Racing 
For those of you who 

have never attended the 
WPYC Pig Roast, you might 
consider it for next year.  
They are a great group of 
people and the food was 
awesome.  We entered 
DragonFly (her first race – 
why are boats feminine?) 
for the May 14th race and 
roast. 

The other LMSC entry 
was Frank McKinnon who 
had Simon with his son and 
daughter on board along 
with Julie and her daughter.  
It’s like Frank can just walk 
around the streets and pick 
up anyone he encounters 
and do well in a race.  No 
offence Simon.  My suspi-
cion is that he has some 
type of battery powered 
thruster going on under the 
boat.  

 While the weather 
was threatening on Satur-
day with heavy storms scat-
tered about, we were only 
caught in one shower dur-
ing the race and dried out 
pretty quickly after it was 
over.  For the rest of the 
day, the storms skirted the 
anchorage going North or 
South of us – very lucky all 
the way around. 

The race (really for 
fun) is a pursuit race with 
delayed starts for the faster 
boats which makes the 
starting line and the starting 
process a lot cleaner.  Each 
boat has a calculated de-
layed start time based on 
their handicap.  It’s up to 
the individual boat to en-
sure that they track their 
time and not cross the line 
prior to their start time.  
The race committee has a 
list and checks it twice as 
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you cross.  Then it’s just get-
ting there as fast as you can – 
out to Sandy Beach – West 
side – I’m told that’s the old 
folk’s side of Bundrick Island.  
With this kind of start, eve-
ryone arrives at the finish 
line (that’s the objective) 
reasonably close to each 
other.   

Once everyone was 
anchored and ferried to 
shore, people continued to 
show up for dinner at five, 
arriving in both powerboats 
and sailboats.  An estimated 
70 to 75 people were in at-
tendance.  Everyone brought 
a side dish to go with the pig 
and it was a really great 
spread.  Beside the pig, there 
was hash and rice, beans, 
pasta, potato, and veggie sal-
ads, cole slaws, multiple 
kinds of cookies, muffins, 
crumbles and brownies.  
There was plenty of food to 
satisfy anyone’s taste. 

Live entertainment was 
originally planned but with 
the very threatening weather 
the band was reluctant to 
bring their gear out to the 
island. 

Between Calypso and 
DragonFly (Sondra & Ray and 
Audrey & Bud), LMSC was 
very well represented and 
we did not embarrass the 
club at all.  Frank finished 
first in the cruising class and 
we were able to finish sec-
ond.  The racing class boats 
were so far ahead they actu-
ally had their own race.  
Thanks to WPYC for hosting 
this event and again, if you 
get an opportunity to partici-
pate in this next year, it is a 
lot of fun. 

 

Report and Photos by Bud 
Buckwell 

Membership is on the 
increase……I think the word 
is out. wind is cheaper than 
gas! 

We have had at least 
one new applicant at each 
Board meeting the last two 
years.  Though we have lost 
a few members over that 
same period of time, appli-
cants are outnumbering res-
ignations. We will have one 
or two new families applying 
at the June 13th BOS meet-
ing. 

If you see a new face at 
the club reach out and say 

Membership on the Rise 
hello….remember, LMSC is 
the friendly family type of club. 

I would like to hear from 
our existing members with 
suggestions.   Tell us what you 
like or don’t like…. I think 
new members are important; 
however, quality control for 
the existing membership is 
equally as important to mem-
bership retention and the 
overall membership experi-
ence. Take a minute and pop 
me an email with your com-
ments……. 
 
Tom Ricciuto 

Racing from WPYC and back before the pig Roast (Above) 
Sunset anchorage at WPYC after the race (Below) 



Paint Project Gallery Photos by Ryan Gaskin 
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It is official.  Sailfest was 
really “blown away” in 2011.  
With winds forecast for gusts to 
30 kts and whitecaps observed 
well inside the LMSC cove on the 
morning of this “Open House” 
event, Sailfest 2011 left a host of  
volunteers all dressed up with 
nowhere to go!  Because of these 
“dire” conditions, guests stayed 
away this year in droves. 

Only two intrepid souls 
visited the event.  One attempted 
a short ride with Frank in Ca-
lypso, but hurried back to shelter 
in the harbor after doing a couple 
of rail dips with only a reefed jib 
in play. 

On the upside, our great 
volunteer group had a laid back 
time socializing and consuming all 
those burgers provided by Kirt 
and Sue Johnson.  Thanks to 

Frank McKinnon for organizing the 
event and thanks to all those volun-
teers prepared to meet. greet, offer 
boat rides, and expound on club and 
fleet activities.  With good weather, 
we’ll cast a wider net in 2012. 

 

Ryan Gaskin  

1. Project Leader  Debbie 
challenges crew:  
“What?  You guys 
takin’ another break!!” 

2. Clay “Stretch” Shelton 
demonstrates his 
reach. 

3. Bud Sweet caught in a 
rare moment not su-
pervising! 

4. Bud Buckwell:  “”You 
talking’ ta me?  You 
talking’ ta me?” 

5. Marty responds to 
Project Leader query 
about breaks. 

6. Jenny remains mellow 
in her comfort zone 
painting the rails and 
balusters. 

 

Note: These are only a few 
of the volunteers helping to 
finish the club paint project.   
Thanks to all who have and 
continue to lend a hand. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Sailfest Blowout? Below: Tom Ricciuto prepares for the 
worst at Sailfest 2011 



Commodore 

Board of Stewards 2010—2011 

Commodore  -  Lawrence Melton 

Vice Commodore  -  Clay Shelton 

Rear Commodore  -  Bud Buckwell 

Treasurer  -  Matt Bregenzer 

Secretary  -  Debbie Beck 

At Large Members 

Chris Rudek 

Mike Loser 

Frank McGee 

Frank Skorzewski 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Introduction to Sailing & Start 
Sailing Right 

 
Our next annual instructional offerings to the 

community and to our members are scheduled 
for June 18 (Introduction to sailing) and July 29 

through 31 (Start Sailing Right) 
 
Invite an acquaintance, a friend, a neighbor!  Everyone is 
welcome, members too! 
 
View the class information at www.lmsc.org.) Print the 
Start Sailing Right flyer and post in your work place or 
general purpose bulletin board.  
 
Call Ryan Gaskin if you have a prospective student  or 
would like to volunteer to help.  Ph 803-865-2777 or 
email r98gaskin@bellsouth.net. 

it:  “I’m not going out if  [fill 
in the blank].”  Rules are 
good.  Rules protect you and 
your crew. 

Second, pay attention.    
If there’s a small craft advi-
sory in effect, stay off the 
water. 

Third, watch the 
weather.  There are smart 
phones with all sorts of 
weather information including 
radar data for the lake.  If you 
don’t have one, find out who 
does (Bud Buckwell has one.  
Ask him!) and ask them 
what’s going on.  These de-
vices are really quite useful. 

Fourth, know what to 
do if the weather turns bad.  
If you have a keelboat, prac-
tice your reefing, practice 
sailing with main only, or 
genoa only.  Test your safety 
gear.  Check your LifeSling 
before you go out.  Do "crew 
overboard" drills.  Make sure 
everyone wears life preserv-
ers.  Know what to do when 
your boat capsizes.  Know 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

whom to call if you get in trou-
ble.  Make sure your crew 
can rescue you if you fall 
overboard! 

We’re all here to have 
fun.  Unsafe is not fun.  Know 
your boat and be honest about 
your skill level.  Set your own 
rules and follow them.  Don’t 
encourage an inexperienced 
sailor to follow you out.  Know 
what the conditions are and 
how they may change. 

Last Saturday, I was help-
ing with the Start Sailing Right 
course.  I had two novices in 
the boat when we took off 
from the dock after lunch.  
Everything looked fine to the 
East, but when we started our 
“rock around the clock” drills, 
we saw a western horizon with 
dark and ominous towers of 
clouds.  I turned back toward 
the dock immediately.  As I 
walked up to the clubhouse, 
Scotty came over and said, 
“Thanks for coming in.”  I knew 
I’d made the right decision.  

   
Lawrence Melton, Commodore 


