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rage.  Smoking is allowed 
on the grass outside the 
Clubhouse.  Pick up your 
trash. And so on.  It pretty 
much comes down to this:  
Take care of your boat, 
respect LMSC property, be 
considerate of others, and 
pick up your trash!  Did I 
mention that already? 
GETTING THE JOB 
DONE   
 This is a volunteer 
organization and dues are 
kept low because members 
take care of the grounds 
and property themselves.  
As a formal matter (Bylaws 
para. B-2), every member is 
required to participate in 
one scheduled work party 
per year or pay a $100 
“Fair Share” assessment.  
Bills for the assessment are 
going out shortly.  If you get 
one of these bills, please be 
aware how little $100 is 
compared to the benefits of 
membership.  The truth is 
that if every member 
worked only one scheduled 
work party per year or paid 

(Continued on page 6) 

Commodore’s Commentary 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

 WORDS AND THINGS 
 The July 7 edition of 
The State had a very nice 
front page article about a guy 
who bought and restored a 
sixty-one year old wooden 
hulled Chris Craft motor 
launch.  Everything about the 
article was fine, EXCEPT it 
referred to the boat “sailing 
on Lake Murray.”  Now, one 
hesitates to be too picky 
about words and meanings in 
the age of cyberspeak, but 
there comes a time when one 
has to draw the line.  There 
are, after all, some grammati-
cal blunders up with which 
one simply must not put!  
Power boats do not “sail.”  
Obviously!  They have no 
sails.  Steamboats steam.  
Motor boats motor.  I wish 
the owner of this vintage 
Chris Craft well as he motors 
on Lake Murray.  But he is 
not sailing!  Enough then from 
the computer of a grumpy 
old man in need of a vacation. 
KNOW THE RULES  
 One of the many 
pleasures of being Commo-
dore is that LMSC members 

think I’m an expert on the by-
laws!  Well, I have read them.  
They are on the website for 
all to read and all members 
should be familiar with them.  
Our bylaws are actually fairly 
simple and address practical 
issues.  All boats must be 
seaworthy and shipshape.  
Bilge pumps must be main-
tained in good working order.  
Don’t park in someone else’s 
parking space.  No Pets.  No 
jet skis.  No getting drunk.  
No noise after 10:00 p.m.  
No smoking in the Clubhouse 
or within 25 feet of the ga-
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• Great “T” shirts and qual-
ity club burgees are new 
items in the club store.  
Display LMSC apparel and 
accessories with pride. 

• All on-line fleet event 
calendars are current and 
available for viewing on 
the LMSC website.  Fol-
low the “Fleet” links. 
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Aug 8       Board meeting 
Aug 13     Rodesiler, race day 5 - “Cool as a Cucumber” 
      dinner. 
Aug 20     Work party 
Sep 3        Rodesiler, Race day 6 - “Fall Farmers” dinner  
Sep 10-11 Scots on the Rocks/Carolinas District  
       Championship (Flying Scot) 
Sep 16-17 USC NROTC Intercollegiate Regatta 
Sep 16-17 Bottoms Up II (Mc Scow)  
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Flying Scot Sailing is Hot 

MC Scows Gear up for Fall 

what the wind does. 
Update on FS #2.  I spent 

the past week after work and 
all day Saturday wet sanding 
and compounding the topsides.  
The gel coat was heavily oxi-
dized.  I am very pleased with 
the way it turned out.  It does-
n't look quite like brand new, 
but, it doesn't look 54 years 
old either.  Next is to sand off 
the bottom paint the previous 
owner put on.    
 
Tommy Weaver,  Fleet Captain, 
Fleet 158 
tommyweaver@sc.rr.com 
803-735-0011 
 

to be on the line, moving 
fast as possible, in clear air.  
If you don't have clear air, 
tack as soon as possible to 
get it.  One thing to think 
about when you're going 
for the line is that you are 
only going about 3 - 8 miles 
an hour.  When you ride on 
the interstate in your car, 
you are going 70 and in 
some cases you are mere 
inches away from the car 
next to you.  Given this 
perspective, starting a sail-
boat race should be a snap. 

Another tip for start-
ing when the breeze is light 
is to stay on the line when 
waiting for the start.  A 
good rule of thumb is to 
never get more than 2 boat 
lengths away from the line 
so you will always be within 
striking distance no matter 

least in importance, the 
climactic event for Fleet 89 
will be our November 13 
Fleet Championship series. 

The MC Scow...a fun 
boat sailed by fun sailors. 

 
Come Sail With Us!  

  
Ryan Gaskin, contributing 
reporter 
 
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 
MCScow2292@aol.com 

LMSC and LMSA MC 
Scow sailors are gearing up 
for an active fall sailing sea-
son.  Our monthly fleet 
events (except when 
weather snarls at us!) have 
been attended by skippers 
intent on honing their com-
petitive skills.  Nearly every 
series includes “Mini Clinics”  
with multiple starting drills 
and fleet de-briefs discussion 
strategic and tactical deci-
sions made on the course 
during actual racing.  Regular   
participation by youth skip-
pers in these events has 
improved the learning curve 
for the young and the sea-
soned skippers.  It is espe-
cially gratifying to witness 
completely different genera-
tions in conversation where 
their interests and respect 

for each other are so freely 
shared. 

All this anticipates the 
excitement we all feel for the 
competition and fun  events 
planned for the fall.  LMSC 
hosts it annual “Bottoms Up II  
on September 24-25, planning 
for a great regional turnout 
and a significant number of 
youth entries. 

Beginning October 12, 
LMSC will send its “Seasoned” 
skippers (50 years or higher. 
Sorry, Kids!) to compete in 
the MC Scow Masters Cham-
pionship regatta hosted by the 
Beaufort Yacht 7 Sailing Club.   

On November 5-6, in-
terested skippers may want to 
enjoy local MC Scow competi-
tion at the CSC Midlands Re-
gatta. 

Last listed, but hardly 

MC competition on sunny Lake 
Murray  

 

Flying Scot sailing 
at LMSC is HOT! 
Well, since it is 
July, sailing any-
thing is hot.  But, 
Fleet 158 contin-
ues to work hard 
no matter what 
the weather.  We 
have planned at 
least one event 
each month dur-
ing sailing season.  
Usually we set up 
a course and 
have practice 
starts and races.  

We also try to do on the 
water coaching as we can. 

I think the toughest 
thing for less experienced 
racers to get used to is the 
start.  It can be a little intimi-
dating when you are going 
for the start line.  The goal is 

Allan and Ben check time to the start 
in the 2010 Grits ‘n Haggis regatta 
at Lake Keowee 

Youth sailors relaxed and in control. 

Sail 
South 
Carolina! 

“When the breeze is light, 
stay on the line..  Rule of 
thumb...two boat lengths” 
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   Advanced youth sail-
ors this year were introduced 
to a new level of sailing with 

the addition 
of several 
Lasers, an 
Olympic 
class boat, 
to the 
LMSA Fleet.  
In a July 
debut of 

competitive sailing in this agile 
and exciting boat, 8 skippers 
took the line to experience 
the fun and challenge this 
boat offers.  

Experienced Youth 
Team sailors and promising 
new graduates of summer 
camp will meet in the 2nd 
week-long “Top Gun” in-
structional racing event be-
ginning August 1.  Multi class 
champion & Director of Sail-
ing at the College of Charles-
ton, Greg Fisher, will be on 
hand for one day to conduct 
a racing clinic and assist with 
on the water coaching.  This 
is the type of opportunity 
that LMSA hopes to continue 
providing to youth sailors and 
crew who have the desire 
and drive to improve their 
sailing skills. 

It is a compelling image.  
These young sailors challeng-
ing themselves; learning self 
reliance, discipline, determi-
nation, teamwork, sports-
manship and all the while they 
call it fun!  

It doesn’t get any better 
for them or for us!   

Ryan Gaskin, Contributing re-
porter 
 

Allan Gowans, LMSA Director 
240-4333 
LMSCSummeCamp@aol.com 

 

In spite of a general 
decline in attendance at sum-
mer youth camps of all types, 
the LMSA 
Summer 
Youth 
Camp saw 
a robust 
turnout of 
repeat and 
new young 
sailors at-
tending the 2011 week-long 
sessions.  Exceptionally hot 
weather notwithstanding, 
most camp days offered good 
winds for sailing and greater 
opportunity for the “tiller 
time” so necessary for learn-
ing this challenging sport. 

The Youth Instructor 
team, in a gratifying display of 
leadership and cooperation, 
contributed enormously to 
the success of this year’s 
camp.  Beyond their commit-
ment to instructing beginners  
and meeting the operational 
requirements of running the 
camp, these young people 
served as mentors for prom-
ising young sailors who want 
to advance their skills beyond  
the basics of sailing.  Some of 
the credit for encouraging 
about 10 new sailors into the 
year-round youth sailing pro-
gram goes to these young-
sters who are learning early 
how to grow into responsi-
ble adults. 

LMSA - Summer Camp Ends, 
Youth Sailing in High Gear 

Project 

The LMSC Board of 
Stewards has commissioned 
Project Compass, a long term 
study of the goals, direction 
and objectives of the Lake 
Murray Sailing Club.  The 
intent is to set strategic and 
long term objectives for the 
club – not necessarily individ-
ual projects.  To accomplish 
this, a small team of members 
will be soliciting information, 
opinions, and comments over 
the coming months.  This 
information will be used to 
prepare recommendations to 
the Board and potentially to 
present changes to the Con-
stitution and By-laws for the 
consideration of the member-
ship.  Your thoughts and in-
sight are very much needed 
to help define the future of 
your club. 

We need your help.  
The more input that is gath-
ered, the more accurately the 
needs of our members can be 
met.  Your participation is 
crucial to helping us define 
our direction and shape the 
future of LMSC.   While an 
individually cherished issue 
may not be addressed to your 
satisfaction, you can only in-
fluence member consensus by 
participating in the process.  
Those who decline to partici-
pate have no standing to pro-
test outcomes. 

The team will be using 
an online tool that allows 
rapid gathering, collation, and 
publication of survey informa-
tion from the members.  This 
should be relatively cheap, 
simple and fast.  Links will be 
sent out via email and the 
survey effort should be no 
more than point and click.  
There are no forms to fill out 

and mail back.  Every effort 
will be made to keep the 
number of surveys and impact 
to individuals to a minimum. 

If you have any ques-
tions or comments, please 
contact: 
 
Ryan Gaskin, r98gas-
kin@bellsouth.net or 
Bud Buckwell, budbuck-
well@sc.rr.com 

 
Project Compass 

Mission 
 

“The Lake Murray Sail-
ing Club was founded by and 
for sailors to promote sail 
powered boating on Lake 
Murray, to foster a sense of 
fellowship among sailors, and 
to encourage our youth to 
appreciate and adopt these 
values.  Specifically, the Con-
stitution states ‘Since it is our 
desire to perpetuate an organi-
zation to foster and promote 
boating on Lake Murray and 
within the State of South Caro-
lina, to provide a common meet-
ing place for yachtsmen and 
their friends, where good fellow-
ship may prevail and harmony 
reign supreme and to encourage 
the youth of our organization to 
emulate the above principles, 
this organization is therefore 
founded, with the trust that it 
will be a benefit to the commu-
nity’. 

Project Compass under-
takes the challenge to de-
velop a plan wherein the club 
clearly defines its role and its 
direction toward achievement 
of these goals now and for 
the foreseeable future.  The 
committee formed for this 
purpose is dedicated to using 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 Remote Regatta Starting System 

LMSC is now the 
proud owner of a locally 
designed and fabricated 
RRSS (Remote Regatta 
Starting System).  The sys-
tem allows races to be 
started remotely from a 
competitors boat is no RC 
(Race Committee) is avail-
able, from a coach’s boat, or 
allows the RC to start races 
utilizing automatically timed 
sequences.  Three, four and 
five minute starting se-
quences are available. 

There are 4 Super 
LED Strobe beacons 
mounted on the port side of 
the RC boat.  From aft, they 
are Red, Amber, Green, & 
Red.  There are 2 sets of 
remote controls, each hav-
ing 8 buttons labeled Reset, 
3 Minute Start, 4 Minute 
Start, 5 Minute Start, Gen-
eral Recall, Individual Recall, 
System Test, & Manual 
Horn.  Labeling is pretty 
much self-evident.  A 
“silver” toggle switch on the 
console of the RC boat to 
the left and beneath the 
wheel needs to be “on” for 
the system to work.  Please 
turn it “off” when you are 
done for the day. 

If you push System 
Test, the beacons will flash 
in order & you will hear a 
horn.  Push the Horn but-
ton 3-4-5 times as a signal 
that you are about to start a 
race sequence.  Wait 30 
seconds or so, then push 
the 3, 4, or 5 Minute but-
ton.  You will hear a horn 
& the aft red beacon will 
begin to flash.  One minute 
later you will hear a horn 
and the amber beacon 
will begin to flash. The aft 
red beacon will continue 

to flash.  With one minute 
remaining until the start, you 
will hear one horn, the aft 
red beacon will stop flashing, 
& the amber beacon will 
continue flashing.  One minute 
later, at the start, you will hear 
a horn, the amber beacon 
will stop flashing and the 
green beacon will begin 
flashing.  In the 4 Minute Start, 
there is an extra horn at 2 
minutes to go with no change 
to the beacons.  This is used 
for a “trial” start exercise with 
boats returning to the line for 
the official start.  When you 
return to the start-finish line 
after the race, push Reset to 
reset the starting sequences & 
to extinguish the Green bea-
con. 

If you are RC on board 
the RC boat, you can utilize 
the General Recall or Individ-
ual Recall buttons.  If you push 
the General Recall button, you 
will hear 2 horns and the 2 
red beacons will flash.  When 
all boats have returned, push 
Reset, wait one minute, and 
push the 3, 4, or 5 Minute but-
ton again.  You can also utilize 
the Individual Recall button for 
Individual Recalls. If you push 
that button you will hear one 
horn.  The green and for-
ward red beacon will flash.  
Reset will stop the flashing 
beacons.   

To disable the beacons, 
push and hold the reset button 
for 2—3 seconds.  The bea-
cons will flash twice and cease 
to flash, but you can use the 
timing sequences with sound 
signals and the manual flag 
system.  To reset the beacons, 
turn the system off, then on 
again. 

If you are RC on the 
boat, prior to each horn you 

will hear a series of “beeps”.  
One (1) beep at 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 
seconds before the horn.  
Prior to the starting horn, you 
will hear 3 beeps 30 seconds 
before the horn, 2 beeps 20 
seconds before the horn, 1 
beep 10 seconds before the 
horn, & 1 beep at 5-4-3-2-1 
seconds before the horn.  
These beeps are to alert the 
RC that a horn is about to 
sound & that a flag will need to 
go up or down shortly if you 
are not using the beacons. 

 
Bob Walrath 

 
Editor’s note:  Thanks to Dave 
Canestrari and Bob Walrath for 
their collaborative effort develop-
ing an impressive “Robo Race 
Committee” that can substitute 
when real people aren’t available 
and can also help short handed 
race committees manage regat-
tas in the traditional manner. 

Laser Sailing  

After the successful 
efforts of the Gowans, 
Weaver, Gaskin mainte-
nance team, 8 LMSA La-
sers were rendered sea-
worthy and launched for 
the first official Laser com-
petition among the ad-
vanced youth sailors.  
Given a few “glitches” and 
minor boat issues discov-
ered on the water, the 
event was both competi-
tion and “shake down” 
trials, but, as Coach says,  
life is full of adversity. Get 
used to it! 

The Laser is an 
Olympic class boat and is 
fun to sail, but DIFFICULT  
to race.  Every movement 
and sail trim change 
brings about changes in  
boat speed and perform-
ance. 

Every competitor did 
an outstanding job of 
helping rig, launch, and 
retrieve the boats.  It was 
a lot of work for the first 
time, but  everyone had a 
great time and realized 
the fun the Laser can be! 
 
Results: 
Lindsay Baker 2-1-2   1 
Ben Connor    3-2-3    2 
Robert King    4-6-1    3 
Morgan Iriel    1-5-6    4 
Maggie Bryce 6-3-4    5 
Zach Rue       7-4-5    6 
Ryan Iriel        5-7-7    7 
Leanne & Jackie Mentes   
           8-8-8    8 
 
A lot of future Olympians? 
Anything is possible! 
Great Sailing, good fun,   
 
LMSA is looking at video 
equipment to help coach 
and make better sailors. 

Go sailing!  It frees the mind 
and thus the soul. 

Sailors Resources 
 
Remember to follow the 
“Sailor’s Resources” link 
on the LMSC website to 
find useful books, links and 
videos. 



Project Compass (Continued) 

an open minded, interactive, 
analytical approach offering 
guidance to current and 
future Boards of Stewards 
at LMSC to provide the 
finest sailing and social 
benefits to its members at 
affordable cost and disci-
plined growth consistent 
with a sustainable, involved 
membership.” 
(End of mission statement) 

  

*Please observe that 
there are three “legs” to 
the LMSC mission. 
• “Promote boating...”  

Promoting an activity 
requires active partici-
pation, in this case, the 
members of LMSC. 

• “Provide a meeting 
place…” Requires fa-
cilities, infrastructure, 
project support, and 
payment of dues and 
fees sufficient to the 
need. 

• “Encourage the youth 
of our organization to 
emulate these princi-
ples….”  LMSA, our 
partner organization, is 
wholly dedicated to 
this essential compo-
nent of our mission and 
requires the unwaver-
ing and committed sup-
port of our member-
ship and its governing 
board. 

 

Join us in driving our 
club toward excellence. 
 

*To prepare for meaning-
ful dialog and to better 
understand LMSC’s mis-
sion, structure, organiza-
tion, and the obligations 
of the club and its mem-
bers to each other, mem-

(Continued from page 3) bers should take this op-
portunity to review LMSC’s 
Constitution and By Laws.  
You will find them in the 
“Member Pages” of our 
website 
 
Ryan Gaskin, 
Committee Chairman 
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LMSC Enshrined at Foxy’s bar 

Do you know the World 
famous Foxy's Bar in Yost Van 
Dyke, BVI?  Perhaps you have 
cruised there and dropped in 
for a bit of Caribbean refresh-
ment.  If not,  post it on your 
list of “must drop in” cruising 
destinations. When you do 
visit, note how prominently 
LMSC is represented.  Brad 
Stratton and each member of 
the crew of Shrek (our Bare-

boat Lagoon 420) signed his 
LMSC “T” shirt and pre-
sented it to the establish-
ment’s manager.  Pleased to 
have something original 
(enough football teams, etc.) 
to hang,  he put it above the 
bar right next to the dance 
floor!  A very prestigious 
location. 

 Kudos Brad, for 
spreading the word! 

Start Sailing Right  
Thanks very much to 

Bud Sweet and all the assis-
tant instructors who made 
our first two SSR courses for 
2011 great successes. We 
could not use this format 
without regular volunteer 
help. Out July 29-30 class 
may have been our best so 
far even through we had one 
dropout.  The students came 
prepared having read the 
text and committed the 
'points of sail' diagram to 
memory. 

With another class 
scheduled for 9/16-18. We 
may need your help for that 
course depending on the 
number of students. We may 
try using student instructors 
and FJ's if we have a large 
sign up. 

 It helps to have a larger 
number of qualified instruc-
tors so the tasks can be di-
vided. 

Members should be 
aware that as LMSC provides 
this service to the commu-
nity, we also guide many new 
and active members into our 
organization through this 
program.  Your regular assis-
tance in support of our in-
structional programs helps 
keep our member base 
healthy and our organization 
strong. 

Cruisin’ News 
 
Our cruisers local LMSC appear to be….cruising?  No one left 
at the dock to update us on doings with the “tea and crumpets” 
sailors : )  Or...could it be the heat?!! 
 
We hope to have news next issue when the wanderers return. 

http://www.lmsc.org/Members/Constitution_bylaws_07-06_2010.pdf


Commodore 

Board of Stewards 2010—2011 

Commodore  -  Lawrence Melton 

Vice Commodore  -  Clay Shelton 

Rear Commodore  -  Bud Buckwell 

Treasurer  -  Matt Bregenzer 

Secretary  -  Debbie Beck 

At Large Members 

Chris Rudek 

Mike Loser 

Frank McGee 

Frank Skorzewski 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Introduction to Sailing & Start 
Sailing Right 

 
Our next annual instructional offerings to the 

community and to our members are scheduled 
for August 27 (Introduction to sailing) and Sep-

tember 16 through 18 (Start Sailing Right) 
 
Invite an acquaintance, a friend, a neighbor!  Everyone is 
welcome, members too! 
 
View the class information at www.lmsc.org.) Print the 
Start Sailing Right flyer and post in your work place or 
general purpose bulletin board.  
 
Call Ryan Gaskin if you have a prospective student  or 
would like to volunteer to help.  Ph 803-865-2777 or 
email r98gaskin@bellsouth.net. 

only a $100 annual fee, the 
Clubhouse would have col-
lapsed, the septic system 
would have overflowed and 
the docks would have sunk 
years ago.  LMSC functions 
because of the people who 
work MUCH more than the 
minimum requirement.  If we 
are to retain the benefits we 
have at such low cost, don’t 
pat yourself on the back for 
meeting the minimum re-
quirements, step up and help 
get the jobs] done. 
PLANNING FOR THE 
FUTURE 
 At the request of 
the Board of Stewards, for-
mer Commodore Ryan Gas-
kin is heading up a committee 
to help identify “who we are” 
and where we should be tak-
ing the Club over the coming 
decade and beyond.  Part of 
this effort will be an on line 
member survey.  When this 
pops up on your computer, 
please provide thoughtful 
responses.  There are several 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

opportunities that we have 
about using our property, ex-
panding our membership, etc. 
and your participation is impor-
tant.  You won’t get what you 
want unless you let us know 
what it is.   
 
 Whew!!!  I’m off now to Paw-
ley’s Island for a week.  I’ll be 
taking my Kindle and reading 
Anthony Powell’s Dance to the 
Music of Time. I’m on volume 5 
(Casanova’s Chinese Restaurant) 
of 12.   It should be a good 
week.   Oh, if you have a Kin-
dle, check out a novel called 
Fifty-Ton License.  It could be the 
best sailing story ever.  Just my 
opinion.  

  
   

Lawrence Melton, Commodore 




