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languished in zero air during 
the afternoon, and, while 
my sailing was not admired, 
my crew-picking ability was.  
Then, on Labor Day, I sailed 
with Allan Gowans in about 
as much wind as the Flying 
Scot ever needs and learned 
firsthand why my pointing in 
heavy weather has been on 
the weak side.  On the 10th, 
I got really lucky.  I needed 
crew for “Scots on the 
Rocks.”  Just by chance I 
met one of our young asso-
ciates at the firm who sailed 
for the University of Mary-
land.  Wow.  What a kick!  
As we sailed away from the 
dock in moderate air, we 
had a brief conversation 
about our roles as skipper 
and crew.  I said, “Now, 
Trevor, I sail best when the 
crew calls the tactics and all 
I do is concentrate on boat 
speed.”  He not only 
agreed, but he took charge 
immediately.  “That’s abso-
lutely right,” he said.  “I 
don’t want you looking 
around the course;  when I 

(Continued on page 4) 

Commodore’s Commentary 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

Don’t Look Back 
This will be my last 

comment for the Windword as 
Commodore of LMSC.  I’ll 
miss being called 
“Commodore.”  It is a fabu-
lous title.  Although it is a bit 
old fashioned, titles are really 
important in life.  Prior to this 
experience the ultimate title 
to which I aspired was 
“Archbishop of Titipu,” from 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Mi-
kado.  But, on the whole, hav-
ing been one, I wouldn’t trade 
you one “Commodore of  
LMSC” for even half a dozen 
“Archbishop of Titipus.”   So, 
if you’ve never been a Com-
modore, give it a try.  It could 
be that all you’re lacking in 
life is a title as grand as your 
ambitions! 

Seriously, it was an 
honor to be asked and it was 
a pleasure to serve.  But, of 
course, I’m also grateful that 
Tommy Weaver is willing to 
accept nomination for the 
title and the responsibility  
for next year. 

We did some good 
things this year.  I won’t go 

into detail now, as the details 
would only reveal how little 
of the credit is mine.  Come 
to the Annual Meeting on 
October 22 and you’ll get a 
full run down on the year’s 
accomplishments and appro-
priate credit will be given to 
those who have really made 
things happen. 

On a personal note, this 
month has been one of the 
best I’ve ever known at the 
LMSC.  On 9/3, I sailed with 
family friends in the morning.  
Their two lovely daughters 
then crewed for me as we 

 

Announcements: 

• Ballots for the LMSC 
2012 Board of Stewards 
will be mailed soon.  If 
you cannot attend the 
Annual Meeting, send 
your ballot or proxy! 

• Great “T” shirts and qual-
ity club burgees are new 
items in the club store.  
Display LMSC apparel and 
accessories with pride. 

• Check the LMSC 
“Classifieds” for new boat 
ads and for gear or acces-
sory items for sale,  Bar-
gains are to be found! 

Inside this issue: 

LMSC Flying Scot Sail-
ors are Competitive 
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MC Scow Bottoms Up II 
& Fleet News 

2 

Cruising News 3 

Training 3 

  

  

  

Oct 03     Board meeting—7pm 
Oct  08    Introduction to Sailing– 9am 
Oct 22     Rodesiler race day 7—2pm, Pot Luck Dinner                      
      5:30pm, Annual Meeting– 6:30pm 
Nov 07     Board Meeting—7pm  
Nov 12     Flying Scot Fleet Championship 
Nov 13     Mc Scow Fleet Championship 
Nov 19     Youth Regatta 

 



Page 2 

LMSC Flying Scot Sailors Competitive 

MC Scow Bottoms Up II & Fleet News 

claimed a top ten finish 
at the 2011 Atlantic 
Coast Championship 
Regatta at Woodbridge, 
Virginia.  They finished 
9th in a field of elite 
east coast Flying Scot 
sailors. Congratulations 
guys! Fleet 158 and 
LMSC are very proud 
of you! 
For any interested in 

finding out about the Flying 
Scot, contact me or any Scot 
owner. We will be happy to 
tell you all about this versatile 
boat that does so well at both 
day sailing and racing.   

 
Tommy Weaver,  Fleet 

Captain, Fleet 158 
tommyweaver@sc.rr.com 

803-735-0011 
 

were 18th. 
Many thanks to Rich 

Sweet, Bud Sweet, Kirk and 
Sue Johnson, Richard Eaton, 
Adolpho Fabregat, Tim 
Etcheson, and Jay Oppen-
heim for their excellent job 
on race committee. Next 
year marks our 10th Scots 
On The Rocks! Man, time 
flies when you're having fun! 

Allan Gowans and 
Ryan Gaskin teamed up and 

Plans to make a great 
Fleet 89 and LMSC showing 
at the CSC Midlands Re-
gatta in November are un-
derway.  It would be great 
to show other sailing clubs 
on Lake Murray and in the 
region what a growing and 
active MC Scow fleet we 
are.  

 
Come Sail With Us!  

  
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 
MCScow2292@aol.com 

The MC Scow is 
one of the fastest 
growing one 
design sailboat 
classes in the US 
due to its versa-
tility as a one 
person or two 
person boat.  
There are large 
and active fleets 
throughout the 
US with strong 
fleets in the 
Southeastern 
States.  
The Lake Murray 
Sailing Club and 
Lake Murray 
Sailing Associa-
tion together 

have one of the largest fleets 
in the region.  

The Bottoms-UP II is 

LMSC' annual MC Scow Re-
gatta and was held this past 
weekend at the LMSC sailing 
center in Chapin.  Boats at-
tended from all over SC and 6 
youth teams from the Lake 
Murray Sailing Associated also 
participated.  

Light winds prevailed, 
but 4 races were finished. 

Top finisher was Lenny 
Krawcheck from Charleston, 
with Tommy Weaver being 
the top LMSC finisher in 4th 
place. 

Top junior team was Ben 
Connor and Sammy Sawyer 
from LMSC followed in sec-
ond place by Zach and Josh 
Rue. 

On October 9th, the 
fleet will hold a make up event 
to compensate for the “no-
wind” June cancellation. 

 

LMSC sailors 
claimed their share of 
the 'silver' at this 
year's Scots On The 
Rocks Regatta.  Ryan 
Gaskin and his crew 
Robert King sailed 
extremely well and 
finished 2nd.  In finish-
ing 2nd in the regatta, 
they also were 
crowned the 2011 
Flying Scot Carolinas District 
Champions.  Allan and Janie 
Gowans finished 5th in the 
regatta and 4th in the Dis-
trict.  John Rue and his sons 
Zach and Josh sailed very 
well and finished 9th.  Debbie 
and I sailed Number 2 to 
12th place.  Bob Walrath and 
Dan Tye were 13th, Law-
rence Melton was 14th, Chris 
and Jen Rudek finished 16th, 
Tom Cobb and his brother 

Middle photo: Ryan and crew Robert 
proudly display  their newly earned 
Carolinas District Championship 
perpetual trophy 
 
Left photo: ‘ Dream Weaver “2” ‘  
historic Flying Scot hull number 2,  
shapes comfortably to weather.  

Connor, Kinsey & Dan drift around 
the mark while Ben and Ryan sail 
wide angles in very light air. 

Sail 
South 
Carolina! 
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 Cruising News 

The Summer months 
offered a variety of activities 
for those active in the 
Cruising Fleet.  Starting off 
was the “Capture the Flag 
Race 2” which ended up 
with the transfer of the flag 
to C Dock.  While the rac-
ing was close in the begin-
ning, a wind shift caused a 
bit of separation in the fleet.  
Knowing each contestant 
was heavily armed, the crew 
of the “Calypso” threatened 
to mutiny unless she turned 
back to engage “Dragon 
Fly”.  After initial confronta-
tion, both yachts sailed into 
a reciprocating figure eight 
pattern while exhausting an 
enormous inventory of wa-
ter balloons.  Stricken with 
chagrin, “Calypso” quickly 
escaped behind the island.  
On the return leg, all yachts 
eventually gelled into an  
intense clump in the fire-
fight.  As the water balloons 
and water cannons ran dry, 
the Girls on “Felicita” easily 
coached the Boys on 
“Dragon Fly” in the use of 
water buckets, a technique 
then used to drench the 
whole fleet.  The hot sun, 
close competition and sus-
penseful engagement made 
for a good time had by all! 

The August full moon 
cruise turned out to be a 
beautiful one.  The moon 
was bright but the turnout 
was light!  Those out for 

the evening enjoyed a wonder-
ful sail and raft up with tasty 
foods and drinks.  Thanks to 
wonderful friends in the sailing 
community, eight LMYRA folks 
came over to sponsor our 
August “dock” party which 
was held in the clubhouse.  
Around tables garnished with 
exciting foods and punches, 
they gave an eye opening ac-
count of how the Lake Murray 
Yacht Racing Association 
serves the largest group of 
competitive cruising yachts on 
the lake.  Several of our LMSC 
cruising yachts are already 
actively involved with LMYRA 
whose Fall series runs Septem-
ber through December.  
There is also a Spring Series 
and evening races in the sum-
mer along with specialty 
events to enjoy such as Single-
handed, Couples and Over-
night sailing.  Visit the 
www.lmyra.org website for 
more information. 

The September “Find the 
Crowd” dock party was 
hosted by B Dock with 
“Calypso” sporting her party 
flags.  Whether the weather 
kept the crowd away or all the 
other excitement involving the 
USC sailing, after a waiting 
period “Calypso” cast off to a 
wonderful afternoon of sailing.  
Sherie and Frank took turns at 
the wheel running up the 
speedo in the fresh breezes 
from the northeast.  With her 
keen eye and steady hand, 

Sherie won out with a line of 
gusts taking the boat up to 
7.6 knots.  Way to go Girls!! 

Looking forward, there 
has been some brainstorming 
and comparing of ideas by 
many fleet members to de-
velop upcoming events.  You 
will recall that our Fleet has a 

calendar page on the 
www.lmsc.org website.  We 
have our next dock party 
scheduled for October 15 (C 
dock 2-4 PM), the 3rd Capture 
the Flag race on Oct. 1st and 
the Halloween party on Oct. 
29.  In addition, the “planning 
committee” suggests a Wild 
Turkey Scavenger Hunt for 
Nov. 5th and a Christmas party 
on Dec. 10th.  

Also discussed for future 
activity was the desire for:  
more day sails with raft ups; 
purple martin cruise/raft up; 
Capture the Flag races, sail for 
dinner at Rusty Anchor, full 
moon cruises, clubhouse semi-
nars (right of way rules, sail 
trim, basic race course), dock 
parties with instruction on 
mast tuning, periodic fleet 
meetings, a special photo 
shooting session on the lake as 
you sail by, and more. 

To be successful with 
these fleet activities, WE 
NEED PARTICIPATION!  
Please take advantage of these 
events with a wonderful group 
of knowledgeable, fun-loving 
and sailing oriented people.  
This is your fleet so GET IN-
VOLVED.  Any Sailor with a 
boat in a slip or not belonging 
to another fleet is welcome to 
participate in the Cruising 

Training  
Our final Introduction to 

Sailing event is planned for 
October 8 and will be well 
attended.  With 11 
“students” this session is 
our third of the 2011 sea-
son. 

The program targets 
people who want to “try 
on” the sport to see if they 
would like to pursue more 
structured instruction, such 
as that offered in our “Start 
Sailing Right” certification 
course, and to afford them 
the opportunity to decide if 
sailing has the appeal that 
will cause them to continue 
recreational sailing. 

Introduction to Sailing 
represents one of our best  
opportunities to create a 
favorable impression on 
members of the community 
with no prior sailing experi-
ence.  They appreciate the 
economical means we offer 
to begin that experience.  By 
creating an opportunity for 
them, we create a natural 
pathway to LMSC member-
ship for those who become 
passionate about the sport. 

Thanks to all the Flying 
Scot skippers who always 
volunteer their time and 
boats in support of these 
session.  You make a differ-
ence. 

 

Ryan Gaskin, Training  
Go sailing!  It frees the 
mind and thus the soul. 

Sailors Resources 
 
Remember to follow the 
“Sailor’s Resources” link 
on the LMSC website to 
find useful books, links and 
videos. 

Fleet.  For any questions 
contact Tom Ricuitto, Frank 
McKinnon or any of the 
Dock Event Coordinators.  

 
Contributed by Frank 
McKinnon 



Commodore 

Board of Stewards 2010—2011 

Commodore  -  Lawrence Melton 

Vice Commodore  -  Clay Shelton 

Rear Commodore  -  Bud Buckwell 

Treasurer  -  Matt Bregenzer 

Secretary  -  Debbie Beck 

At Large Members 

Chris Rudek 

Mike Loser 

Frank McGee 

Frank Skorzewski 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

October 22nd Annual Meeting 
 

Calling all members!  Mark your calendar for the 
Annual LMSC General Membership Meeting.  

The meeting starts at 6:30pm immediately fol-
lowing the 5:30pm “Pot Luck” dinner social. 

 
You will soon receive an agenda outlining the 

“State of the Club” presentation, committee reports, 
and balloting information presenting the 2012 nominees 
for Board of Stewards. 

As active members, your attendance is encour-
aged.  Your participation, in person, by proxy, or by 
absentee ballot, in the voting process is essential. 

Although you may attend board meetings at any 
time, this is your best opportunity to hear directly from 
your Board of Stewards, ask questions, and offer your 
suggestions.  Be a supporting member.  Be there on 
October 22nd!  

say tack, just tack.  I don’t 
want you worrying about 
other boats, and I don’t even 
want you to look back, not 
ever.  Looking back cannot 
help you make the boat go 
faster.”  I’d never heard it put 
that bluntly (even from Bud 
Sweet!), but – WOW – don’t 
you just love it when people 
just step up and take charge.  
Trevor and I had a learning 
curve, of course, but on the 
whole, we sailed well enough 
that Debbie Weaver accused 
me of bringing in a ringer.  
That was a good moment.  
Ringers are good.  I’ll try to 
get one for every regatta! 

To cap off the month, I 
got to welcome the NROTC 
units of ten colleges compet-
ing on the 17th.  The air was 
20 degrees cooler than the 
water, fog was swirling 
around the lake, and the 
presence of so many eager 
young sailors was electric.  
More good times at the 
LMSC.   

(Continued from page 1) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

This is a fine lake and a 
good club.  We are doing 
some things really well.  There 
are a lot of good things we 
haven’t gotten around to yet.  
But the direction we need to 
be moving in is clear.  Our 
association with the LMSA has 
opened us up to the commu-
nity and to the world of young 
sailors and new members.  
For the LMSC, that is the fu-
ture.  Let’s go get it!!!  And 
remember, looking back will 
never make your boat go 
faster  

    
Lawrence Melton, Commodore 


