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Board is not aware of the 
problem and bring it to our 
attention. 

LMSC is a ‘working’ 
club.   We don’t have a paid 
staff.  To keep dues and 
fees affordable, we depend 
on every member to be 
responsible, pitch in, and all 
work together to keep 
LMSC the best sailing club 
in the Southeast! 

 Temperatures have 
been mild and the winds 
have been good so far this 
winter.  There may be a 
better than even chance 
this pattern will continue.  
Layer up and take advantage 
of a lake with no power 
boats on it! 

Get out to the Club and 
GO SAILING! 

    
Tommy Weaver, Commodore 

Commodore’s Commentary 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

2012 is off to a great start 
for LMSC. The Board final-
ized the budget.  We can 
now begin planning projects 
for the year. Thanks to Deb-
bie Beck and the Board for 
their hard work.  

 The Annual Awards ban-
quet was held on the 14th. 
Congratulations to all who 
won awards. The potluck 
dinner, as always, was a gas-
tronomical delight. Special 
congratulations are due to 
the 2011 Sailor of the Year, 
“Scotty” Scott.  Scotty is an 
integral part of the youth 
program as well as the Flying 
Scot and MC Scow fleet ac-
tivities. Scotty is always there 
to operate a safety boat and 
to assist the sailors if needed. 
He also helps the youth sail-
ors launch their MCs.  

 Congratulations to Gary 
Wulf for winning a free quar-
ter of dues from the drawing 
at the Awards Banquet.  Any-
one who filled out the club 
survey was eligible. Debbie 
Beck is compiling results of 
the survey and she will share 
when complete. The survey 

will be used by the Board as 
input for determining club 
projects. 

 Speaking of club projects, 
I want to stress that all club 
members have input into all 
projects the board discusses. 
If there is something you 
think would make LMSC a 
better sailing club, please con-
tact me or any member of 
the Board or one of the 
Committee Chairs.  If you 
perceive something wrong in 
any aspect of the club, take 
action! Assume that the 

 

Announcements: 

• See back page announce-
ments for 2012 Oyster 
Roast 

• New ordering proce-
dures.  Check out the 
“Merchandise” pages of 
our website. 

• Look over our com-
pletely redesigned web-
site.  New look, new 
functionality.  
www.lmsc.org 
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Feb 06    Board meeting - 7pm 
Feb 11    Work Party- 8:30am; Sailfast U - 9am 
Feb 18    Sailfast U - 9am; Cruising Fleet practice starts - 1pm  
Feb 19    MC Scow fleet event - 1pm 
Mar 03    Race Management Clinic - 8am 
Mar 10    Annual Oyster Roast  - 3:30pm 
Mar 10, 17, 24    Sailfast U - 9am 
Mar 25    MC Scow fleet event - 1pm 
Mar 31    Introduction to Sailing - 9am 
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Flying Scot - Training Key to Season Prep  

MC Scow Fleet Host for the 2012 “Ice Bowl” 

 As always, if you or any-
one you know is interested in 
the Flying Scot, please contact 

me or any member 
of the fleet.  
 
Tommy Weaver,  
Fleet Captain, Fleet 
158 
tommy-
weaver@sc.rr.com 
803-735-0011 

2012 racing season is going 
to be great! 

 Debbie and I decided 

to have # 2 refinished. Even 
though the boat is in phe-
nomenal shape to be 54 
years old, we felt it would 
be worthwhile to give her a 
‘facelift’. I’ll keep you posted 
on the progress.  

on his MC Scow.  Surprise!  
Scream!  Splash!  Fortu-
nately, the ambient air tem-
perature wasn’t too cold 
and John avoided becoming 
a human popsicle.  He was 
doing well in the competi-
tion to that point.  Sorry, 
John! 

Several youth sailors 
joined the fun as Ben Con-
nor demonstrated consis-
tent boat speed to place 
second in the MC Scow 
fleet. 

After hauling and se-
curing our boats, skippers, 
crew, and guests retired to 
the warmth of the club-
house for steaming bowls of 
hot chili, laughter, and a 
“Happy Birthday” chorus 
for Bob that made up in 

(Continued on page 4) 

With three years of 
our successful New Year’s 
Day “Ice Bowl” regattas “in 
the bag”, we officially have 
an LMSC tradition.  Origi-
nally organized for the MC 
Scow fleet, the appeal of 
starting the New Year par-
ticipating in our favorite 
sport added to the prospect 

of a hot 
chili dinner 
on a cold 
January day 
attracted 
other par-
ticipants 
who were 
happily 
welcomed 
to the 
event.  It is 
too much 

fun not to share.  In addition 

to some Flying Scots, we saw 
a sprinkling of cruisers coming 
out to play on the “big water” 
in their comfy keel boats 
(With plenty of hot chocolate 
and coffee, no doubt). 

We even had a non- 
member VIP guest join us.  By 
arrangement with his daughter 
Susan, Bob Hansen celebrated  
his 90th birthday crewing for 
Tommy Weaver in his newest 
alter ego, Dream Weaver “2”.  
Bob is a very agile 90 and 
helped Tommy sail to the win 
for the Flying Scots.  If this 
writer can still sail a small boat 
at 90, he will perhaps recon-
sider going to heaven! 

John Rue, participating in 
his very first “Ice Bowl”, 
tested Lake Murray’s chilly 
waters when his feet missed 
the hiking strap during a  tack 

 

The Flying Scot Fleet 
has cranked up its winter 
training. In conjunction with 
LMSA, we are train-
ing the ‘B’ Fleet 
members in basic 
boat handling and 
progressing to rac-
ing skills using an 
instructional model 
called ‘Sailfast Uni-
versity”.  Students 
are paired with ex-
perienced ‘A’ fleet 
drivers and drilled 
on proper boat han-
dling.  Instructors 
play the role of “coaching 
crew”, sharing helpful tips 
that they have learned the 
hard way over the years. 
Noticeable progress has been 
made in only two sessions. 
Watch out for these guys on 
the water this spring!  The 

‘ Dream Weaver “2” ‘  historic Flying 
Scot hull number 2,  shapes com-
fortably to weather.  

Great start for our 3rd annual “Ice 
Bowl” regatta 

Sail 
South 
Carolina! 

John Rue steadfastly keeping the 
boat between himself and the 
camera! 

Absolutely the very best point of sail! 
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 Cruising News 

Here we are at the 
threshold of the 2012 sailing 
season. The last few seasons 
have seen our fleet increase 
participation and add 
events.  Nice job everyone.  
If you wonder sometimes 
whether your efforts are 
appreciated, be assured they 
are recognized and appreci-
ated very much.  Our club 
is growing and evolving. 
There are groups and com-
mittees within our member-
ship working diligently ana-
lyzing data and sifting 
through surveys. The mem-
bers helping in this effort 
are spending a great deal of 
personal time for the good 
of our club to improve the 
quality of our membership 
experience and to carry the 
club into the future. 

Our fleet groups are 
just like divisions of any 
large company. If our fleets 
are active with at least the 
majority of members, that 
success will filter uphill to 
the club. If you find yourself 
using your boat less and 
missing fleet or club func-
tions, you have a great op-
portunity to get involved in 
making your fleet, your club, 
and your personal enjoy-
ment in the total sailing ex-
perience a huge success. 

This year our fleet will 
have plenty of help. Mardi 
Valentino and Debbie Beck 
are stepping up this season 
to help us plan events that 
will be more interesting to 
cruisers and day sailors.  
Part of improving our cruis-
ing fleet experience is inte-
grating our mission, needs, 
and goals with those of the 
club.   Cruising fleet mem-
bers are encouraged to 

communicate with the BOS.  
Given that Mardi, Debbie, and 
Bud (Buckwell) are all cruisers 
sitting on this year’s BOS, cas-
ual dockside contact provides 
ample opportunity for you to 
share your ideas.     

Our hope is to increase 
participation. With additional 
numbers we can take sugges-
tions.  We know not everyone 
can come out for every event, 
but regular involvement builds 
momentum.  If you have a 
thought or suggestion on 
building and strengthening our 
fleet,  please step up and let us 
hear from you. 

Send me an email or call 
me. You also can reach Mardi 
at mardivalentino@yahoo.com 
or (803) 520-8322.  She’d be 
delighted to hear your ideas 
too. 

Fair winds and good sail-
ing! 

Tom Ricciuto  

LMSA Plans Busy Spring  
The Lake Murray Sailing 

Association, LMSC’s Youth 
Sailing, Training, and Com-
munity Sailing partner, is 
planning on a very busy 
spring sailing season.  We 
have regattas, work camps, 
and training sessions on tap 
starting in March.  The 
LMSA fleet of MC Scows 
will participate in the MC 
Scow Fleet events scheduled 
for February and March. 

February LMSA events 
include assisting with the 
SailFast University course 
offered to the LMSC Flying 
Scot Fleet on February 11th 
and 18th. 

Sailfast U. is a locally 
developed “mentoring” ap-
proach to sailing instruction.  
It begins with the basics and 
a coach in the boat with the 
student skipper.  LMSA 
hopes to adapt this “learn at 
your individual pace” in-

structional model for other 
boat designs. 

MC Scow Fleet events are 
scheduled for February 19, 
and March 11th and 25th.  Sail-
Fast University also has three 
sessions on March 10, 17, and 
24. 

The first Introduction to 
Sailing Class is on Saturday, 
March 31st.  Youth and train-
ing activities really pick up in 
April.  Spring break (April 2-
6) will see Youth Mini-Camp 
and a full week of work, 
training, sailing, and visiting 
the College of Charleston 
sailing center. 

Sailfest features an FJ Invi-
tational Regatta and an MC 
Scow Invitational event on 
April 14th. 

April is our first offering 
of the US Sailing Instructional 
Model, the “Start Sailing 
Right” course, scheduled for 
April 20-22.  Throw in our 
first Rodesiler club race on 
April 7th, and an MC Scow 
event on April 29th, and you 
have a lot of sailing, training, 
and fun! 

Allan Gowans 

2012 Awards Banquet 

January was a good 
month for members to get 
together socially, 
enjoy a good hot 
dinner, and for-
mally recognize 
those members 
whose support 
and participation 
throughout tran-
scends the ordi-
nary. 

Kirk and Sue 
Johnson more 
than earned the 
“Commodore’s 
Service Award” by 
participating in nearly every 
activity and project under-
taken by LMSC in 2011.  Ku-
dos to a couple representing 
the model for how volunteer 

support should look at LMSC. 
Harold “Scotty” Scot 

was named our “Sailor of the 
Year”.  Without 
stepping aboard a 
sailboat, Scotty was 
always ready to 
support every 
youth and club sail-
ing event we organ-
ized. 
Bud Sweet won his 
2011 spot on the 
“Rodesiler” series 
trophy with his 
season 1st place. 
Ryan Gaskin swept 

the MC Scow awards with a 
1st in the fleet series and 1st 
in the championship regatta. 

Allan & Janie Gowans 
managed a similar sweep in 

(awards cont.) 
the Flying Scot fleet with 

their own pair of “bullets”. 
Tommy Weaver, 

awarded the “Bottoms Up” 
trophy, kept it for a grand  

total of 3 minutes be-
fore handing it off to John 
Rue.  Earning it with his cap-
size in the Midlands regatta, 
Tommy was relieved of the 
burden with John’s capsize in 
the icy waters of the “Ice 
Bowl”. 

Time to begin the 2012 
search for “The Good, the 
Bad, and the Ugly!”  Try to be 
the Good! 

Ryan Gaskin 

The coveted “Bottoms 
Up Award!” 



Ice Bowl 

Board of Stewards 2011—2012 

Commodore  -  Tommy Weaver 

Vice Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Rear Commodore  -  Mardi Valentino 

Treasurer  -  Debbie Beck 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Bill Haxton 

Richard Eaton 

Sue Johnson 

John Rue 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

LMSC Annual Oyster Roast 
March 10th 

 
Make sure you are on hand to shuck and slurp 

your share of steaming fresh oysters. 
 

We plan to begin eating at 3:30pm and 
continue ‘til the food is gone or we can’t stand.  

Make your reservations now. 
 

e-mail Sonya — sssjag@sc.rr.com 

enthusiasm what it lacked in  
harmony. 

Top three finishes in 
each division were: 
MC Scow - Ryan Gaskin 1st, 
Ben Connor 2nd, Allan Go-
wans 3rd. 
Flying Scot - Tommy 
Weaver 1st, Bob Walrath 
2nd, Bud Buckwell 3rd 

Sailing in the “Ice Bowl” 
is a great way to clear out the 
New Year’s Eve cobwebs.   
Let’s make this a signature 
event each year for all LMSC 
sailors.  We can set up 
courses, schedule a day sail 
for non-racers, then every-
body gathers for warmth and 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

camaraderie around those 
chili bowls. 

Cold weather?  Dare to 
dress for it.  Rain or snow?  
Bring the food and drink.  It is 
still a holiday after all! 

Celebrating the new year 
with fellow sailors is worth 
the effort. 

 
Ryan Gaskin  
 
MC Scows—Come Sail 
With Us!  

  
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 
mcscow2292@aol.com  

Ethanol Free Gas  
 

For your marine and air cooled utility engines, 
ethanol free gas is available at the Get ‘n Go 

Located on Highway 76 at Wessinger Rd. 

Go sailing!  It frees the 
mind and thus the soul. 
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