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wonderful people who have 
volunteered to be PRO for 
our races. Bud has simpli-
fied the course and the race 
committee procedures to 
provide a better experience 
for both the committee and 
the sailors. As the race 
committees get more ex-
perience, we will be ex-
panding their roles. 
 
 Spring is here, it is time for 
everyone to get up to the 
Club and get your boat 
‘Spring Cleaning’ done. 
Make sure your cover is 
not holding water and 
growing mosquitoes. We 
have lots of exiting things 
set for the year. LMSC is 
your Club.  Get up there 
and use it!  

    
Tommy Weaver, Commodore 

Commodore’s Commentary 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

Man! Time flies! It is March 
and it is SAILING TIME!   
 
 I want to remind everyone 
to drive safely and slowly on 
Old Forge Road. Old Forge 
has lots of houses now with 
lots of neighbors who are out 
in their yards and on the road 
with their kids and dogs. I 
know we don’t like people 
driving fast near our houses, 
so be sure to give drive safely 
within limits near our 
neighbors. 
 
 Sailfest is fast approaching. 
Bud Sweet and his committee 
have plans well underway to 
make this year’s event memo-
rable. We will have a Youth 
Challenge regatta and an MC 
Sailfest regatta going on at the 
same time.  LMSA has chal-
lenged all of the sailing clubs 
in the southeast to send a 
youth team to sail against our 
local LMSA  team. The first 
11 to respond will get a boat. 
This should be an exciting 
event. MC fleet 89 has invited 
MC sailors to wash the dust 
off their boats, come to 

LMSC and get back in the 
groove. There will be a bar-
beque dinner catered by 
Farm Boys at the end of the 
day. Be sure to come out to 
LMSC for Sailfest. Many 
thanks to all who are working 
to make Sailfest a great start 
to our spring sailing. 
 
 Bud Sweet has also been 
working hard to get every-
thing set up for our Rodesiler 
racing starting April 7 at 1:00 
pm. Bud conducted a PRO 
class to educate all of the 

 

Announcements: 

• New ordering proce-
dures.  Check out the 
“Merchandise” pages of 
our website. 

• Look over our com-
pletely redesigned web-
site.  New look, new 
functionality.  
www.lmsc.org 
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Apr 02   Board meeting - 7pm 
Apr2-6   LMSA Youth Mini Camp 
Apr 07   Rodesiler race day one - 1pm  
Apr 14   Sailfest  -  10am—6pm   
Apr 20   Start Sailing Right 
Apr 28   Rodesiler race day 2 - 1pm 
May 04   Board meeting - 7pm 
May 12   Rodesiler race day 3 - 1pm 
May 26   Rodesiler race day 4 - 1pm 
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Flying Scot - Training is Key;  Hull #2 Almost Ready  

MC Scows Ready for the Rodesiler Series 

friends are interested in get-
ting into a Flying Scot, please 
give me or any member of 

Fleet 158 a call. We 
will be glad to tell you 
everything we know 
about the best family 
racer/day sailer ever 
built. 
 
Tommy Weaver,  Fleet 
Captain, Fleet 158 
tommy-
weaver@sc.rr.com 
803-735-0011 

The guy doing the work and 
I have set March 31 as his 
target date. I cannot wait to 

get her back and start put-
ting all the hardware back 
on. My goal is to have her 
ready for her debut at the 
Great 48 Regatta at Lake 
Norman.  

If you or any of your 

are run under the Ports-
mouth Handicap Rating 
Formula.  The MC Scow 
can do very well in this type 
of event.  Awards are pre-
sented for the Rodesiler 
Race winners of the day.  
The results are on an an-
nual basis with the Rode-
siler Trophy awarded at the 
awards banquet in January. 

As an added incentive, 
whenever we have 5 MC’s 
on the line, we will give 
additional 
awards/recognition to the 
performance of the MC 
Sailors.  You may do well in 
the Rodesiler race and also 
be rewarded as a top MC 
Scow performer, get some 
good deserved recognition, 
have a great meal , have fun 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Rodesiler Trophy 
represents the oldest and 
longest running club handi-
cap series on Lake Murray, 
first presented at the end of 
the 1978 sailing season.  
Most participants in this 
handicap racing  series con-
ducted by the Lake Murray 
Sailing Club compete in a 

variety of one 
design din-
ghies.  Occa-
sionally larger 
boats com-
pete and all 
designs are 
cordially in-
vited to join 
the fun.  The 
Rodesiler 
Trophy was 
named in 

honor of Paul Rodesiler, one 

of the early LMSC members 
who truly loved sailing and 
LMSC. 

In 2012, there are 10 
scheduled Rodesiler race days, 
(consult your LMSC calendar 
on www.lmsc.org) with three 
races scheduled each day.  
Races start promptly a 1PM.   
Concluding the race day is a 
dinner at LMSC where out-
standing food is served, (bring 
something to eat and some-
thing to share) and awards are 
handed out for the day’s per-
formances.  There is no better 
place to eat on Saturday night 
than the LMSC after the race 
dinners!  Good food, good 
friends, good fun! 

The MC Fleet, including 
LMSA sailors, will make every 
effort to participate in the 
Rodesiler Races.  The races 

 

Fleet 158 and LMSA are 
working together to make 
our members competent and 
competitive sailors 
and racers. 

I have been 
lucky enough to be 
able to be one of 
the instructors in 
Sailfast U. I am im-
pressed with the 
progress the par-
ticipants have 
made. Our Rode-
siler races look to 
be very competitive 
this year. 

 FS#2 update  
Hull #2 is still in More-

head City getting her facelift. 
The topsides have been 
sanded and faired and 
primed. She is currently up-
side down getting her bot-
tom side sanded and faired. 

‘ Dream Weaver “2” ‘  historic Flying 
Scot hull number 2,  shapes com-
fortably to weather.  

Time for Rodesiler fun in your MC 
Scow—All comers welcome. 

Sail 
South 
Carolina! 

Rodesiler Racing—Get your edge on 
for Bottoms Up II 

John and Gary - Sailfast U class room assignment! 
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While the common 
perception is that Lake 
Murray Sailing Association 
(LMSA) manages the youth 
and summer camp pro-
grams, it has now been 
tasked with conducting 
many of our traditional 
training programs.  LMSA 
will be managing the Intro-
duction to Sailing program 
and the Start Sailing Right 
weekend certification pro-
gram.   

Historically, LMSC has 
conducted loosely organ-
ized winter training/racing 
programs often short cir-
cuited by bad weather and 
poor attendance.  This year, 
LMSA designed a carefully 
structured  program called 
SailFast University. 

This program initially 
targeted LMSC’s largest 
one-design fleet, the Flying 
Scots.  One-design sail-
ing/racing is exactly what it 
says, one-design!  All boats 
are the same.  With no per-
formance handicaps, every-
thing is the same except the 
sailor and his/her skill level.  
The skipper who sails well 
finishes in good order.  The 
skipper who sails poorly 
may be disappointed with 
his finish.  As skipper, the 
performance burden is on 
you.  If you want to get bet-
ter, you must practice and 
make sure your boat works 
to its optimum level.   

SailFast University, con-
ducted over seven sessions, 
lost only one day to 
weather disruption.  The 
focus of the course is the 
Pyramid of Racing Perform-
ance (Image, top right) that 
stresses Boat Speed and Boat 
Handling as the most impor-

tant tools in moving  up in the 
fleet.  Many “Learn to Race” 
courses start where the actual 
racing starts;  the starting line!  
For a new or beginning sailor, 
the starting line is intimidating .  
There are rules to follow, 
boats flying every which way, 
boat traffic congesting a lim-
ited area, and a beginning skip-
per in this environment unsure 
of his own skills.  It makes for 
a situation that can dissuade 
many a beginning sailor.  

SailFast University starts 
at a different level, making sure 
the sailor can handle his/her 
boat in different situations, 
making sure the sailor knows 
how to make his boat go fast 
and achieve acceptable boat 
speed.  Once comfortable with 
the basics of boat speed and 
handling, a briefing on the 
rules, and crewed by an ex-
perience sailor, we put them 
on a simple starting line.  The 
comfort level is amazing!  

We had 5 Flying Scot 
sailors sign up for SailFast U.  
We have had I believe a very 
successful program.  The dis-
cussions and “tiller time” have 
gone a long way to help flatten 
out the learning curve and get 
these newer sailors on the 
pathway to skill improvement.  
They now have the basics to 
keep learning the right way 
and enjoy their boats and the 
racing programs LMSC has to 
offer.  

Much thanks to the in-
volved coaches:  Josh and Zach 
Rue, Ben Connor, Robert 
King, John Rue, Bud Sweet, 
Tommy Weaver and Ryan 
Gaskin.  Sailfast University will 
next be offered to the MC 
Scow Fleet 89 members.  

Allan Gowans 

LMSA Rolls Out Sailfast U.  

It took some persuading 
but ya’ll came through and we 
had almost 40 on Saturday, 
March 10. (Photos at right) 

There were no leftovers 
this time, unless you count 
empty oyster shells. 

Thanks to everyone 
who helped setup, cook, 
serve, neaten, throw away, 
etc.  Mark your calendars 
now for next year – we’ll do 
it again! 

Sonya Stewart 

Oyster Roast 

Christopher and Son trimmed for speed.   
Sailfast U—Class of 2012  



MC Scows 
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Lake Murray Sailing Club 
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Chapin, SC 29036  
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Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

LMSC Rodesiler Series  
 

April 7th marks the kick off race of this historic 
handicap club racing series.  It is always fun, 

open to all club members, and is always followed 
by a dinner social open to all club members and 

their accompanied guests. 
 

Visit http://www.lmsc.org/rodesiler-series for de-
tails or e-mail Bud — johnwsweet@aol.com 

& be around your sailing 
friends.  How can it get any 
better! 

LMSA MC Scow fleet 
members are strongly en-
couraged to participate.  Stay 
for dinner.  Bring your par-
ents.  There is no better 
place to be on a Saturday 
evening than LMSC! 

The first Rodesiler Race 
event is Saturday, April 7th, 
followed by the always enjoy-
able “Chili Cook-Off” 

Plan to attend!  

   
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 
mcscow2292@aol.com  

(Continued from page 2) 

 
TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 

350 COLUMBIANA DRIVE 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

(803) 781-9391 
Preferred Rate Agreement to LMSC 

Members and Guests 
See “Local Hotels” on the LMSC website 

The LMSC Treasurer 
needs our help.  We have 
tasked the Treasurer with 
establishing and  tracking ex-
pense categories.  To assist 
her with this goal, she needs 
all expense reimbursement 
claims to be supported with a 
completed expense voucher 
and receipts. 

Members may log in to 
the “Members Area” of our 
website and click on the 
“Expense Voucher” link to 
display, complete, and print a 
voucher requesting reim-
bursement for club related 
expenses.  Be sure to identify 
expense categories from the 
list at the bottom of the form. 

Ethanol Free Gas  
 

For your marine and air cooled utility engines, 
ethanol free gas is available at the Get ‘n Go 

Located on Highway 76 at Wessinger Rd. 

Go sailing!  It frees the 
mind and thus the soul. 
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