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one out of town par-
ticipant had his 10 year old 
daughter as his crew. The 
MC regatta had 5 youth 
teams and one out-of-
towner sailing with his 8 
year old daughter. The 
ROTC regatta had teams 
from 6 colleges participat-
ing. Congratulations to 
Allan Gowans and LMSA 
for their continued success 
with the Youth Program. 

The Board has suc-
cessfully checked off an-
other item on our priority 
list. Newly delivered chairs 
and round tables made con-
versation at the Bottoms 
Up II easy. The chairs are 
very comfortable and look 
great. The Board is working 
hard to get improvements 
to the Club done to make it 
better for everyone. 

Our weather has fi-
nally gotten cooler, the 
powerboats have disap-
peared, and the sailing is 
great! Get out and enjoy 
your boat and your club! 

 
Tommy Weaver, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

Time sure flies when 
you are having fun! This will 
be my last Commodore’s 
Report as my tenure will end 
at the end of October. It has 
been an honor and a privilege 
to have been Commodore 
for the 4th time. I want to 
thank everyone on the cur-
rent Board for all the hard 
work that has been done 
over the past year. Thanks 
also to the Committee Chairs 
and all those who have 
worked to make Lake Murray 
Sailing Club a great club and a 
great place to be. 

Please make a point to 
be at the Annual Meeting on 
October 20. I plan to list all 
of the accomplishments for 
the past year and to recog-
nize those who made those 
accomplishments possible. 
The Board will be sending out 
a recommended change to 
our Constitution that will 
allow a majority at the Annual 
Meeting to elect our Board 
instead of the 50 per cent 
quorum requirement.  We 
have had some “near misses” 
obtaining a quorum in  the 
past that would have invali-

dated the election.   
September has been a 

very busy month! We had 
our Flying Scot regatta, our 
MC Scow Regatta, the USC 
ROTC Regatta. We had 
record attendance at the 
Flying Scot and the MC re-
gattas.  Congratulations to 
the fleets for making this 
happen. To me, the best 
part of these regattas is the 
number of young sailors 
who participated. The Flying 
Scot regatta had 3 youth 
teams and 

 

Only two more chances 
to get on the list!  
 
The final general distribu-
tion of the Windword in 
print will be our Novem-
ber-December issue.  If you 
would like to continue re-
ceiving the Windword in 
the mail, email the editor at 
r98gaskin@gmail.com, call 
865-2777, or mail your re-
quest to: 
   Ryan Gaskin 
   200 Peninsula Way 
   Columbia, SC 29229 
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Oct 13 Commodore’s Cup, Burgers ‘n Dawgs, 
  Cocktail Party.  (See website for details. ) 

Oct 20 Annual Meeting 6:30p follows Potluck 
  at 5:30p 

Nov 3,4  CSC Midlands Regatta—LMSC invited 
Nov 5  Board Meeting 
Nov 10  Flying Scot Fleet 158 Championship 
Nov 11  MC Scow Fleet 89 Championship 

Sail 
Lake 
Murray



 

Success on the Water for LMSC & Fleet 158 

Fleet 89—The Boat, the People, & the Fun 

gram. 
Also sailing in their first 

regatta were new Flying Scot 
sailors Bill and Beth Haxton. 
They sailed great and they are 
coming up the learning curve 
very quickly!  

It was a great event! 
Thanks go to the race commit-
tee and everyone that volun-
teered to help make this hap-
pen.  Regatta results are 
posted on the LMSC website. 

LMSC teams competing 
were: Bud Buckwell and Steve 
Morris; Ben Conner, Daniel 
Grant and Ryan Mann (Top 
youth boat, 16th place overall); 
Ryan Gaskin and Morgan Iriel; 

(Continued on page 3) 

 
one great race in 8 to 10 
knot winds before a band of 
thunder boomers sent the 
fleet scurrying for shelter. 
PRO, Rich Sweet and his 
able race committee man-
aged three additional races 
on Sunday in a post frontal 
system that had everyone 
“hiking”, vanging, and chas-
ing the lifted tack as frisky 
winds swept away the 
morning cloud cover. 

Our three youth 
teams sailed very well in 
their first big regatta. Many 
of the visiting competitors 
commented positively re-
garding our youth participa-
tion and our LMSA led pro-

LMSA and Fleet 89 
have been notified by a MC 
Scow Board Member that 
we have been selected to 
host the MC Scow Youth 
National Championships for 
2013. This event will be held 
in June, with additional de-
tails to follow. This is the 
first time the Youth Nation-
als have been held in the 
South...a real feather in 
LMSC’s cap! 

LMSC/Fleet 89 Hosted 
the 2012 Bottoms-Up II MC 
Scow Regatta. 

Brisk breezes greeted 
30 sailors with boats coming 
as far away as lake Eustis in 
Florida. The registration list 
included the current MC 
Masters Champion, a three 
time Sunfish World Cham-
pion and a host of other top 
notch sailors. The signifi-
cance regarding the MC 

(Continued on page 3) 

MC Scow 
Fleet 89 has 
added two 
more mem-
bers over 
the last two 
months. This 
brings the 
total of 
boats in 
Fleet 89 to 
19 boats. Of 

the 19 boats, 16 are active 
participating boats. Why the 
success of the MC Scow? 

Number 1. It is a FUN 
Boat. 

Number 2. It needs only 
ONE person, but can easily 
accommodate a second com-
panion. 

Number 3. It is EASY to 
rig, launch, and retrieve. 

Number 4. It is part of 
an ACTIVE local fleet of vari-
ous skill levels. 

Number 5. It has access 

to an ACTIVE schedule of 
events including the Rodesiler 
Club Race Series. 

Number 6. It is part of 
an ACTIVE national organiza-
tion which promotes the class, 
keeping boat values high. 

Number 7. It is manufac-
tured by an ENGAGED world 
class builder, again protecting 
the value of your boat. 

Number 8. If you want 
to dramatically IMPROVE 
your sailing skill set, sail an 
MC Scow. 

Number 9. The local 
fleet holds frequent educa-
tional/training classes to help 
improve skill sets. 

Number 10. It is one of 
the fastest GROWING classes 
nationally with sailors from 8 
to 80+ years of age. 

 
LMSC to HOST 2013 

MC Scow Youth National 
Championships  

Zach and Josh  show great form and terrific 
trim in a fresh breeze. The Rue twins were 
this year’s first place winners in the Bottom’s 
Up II Youth Division. 
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LMSC hosted its annual 
“Scots on the Rocks” Flying 
Scot invitational regatta the 
weekend of September 8th 
and 9th – 2012. With 22 
competitors for the event., 
LMSC had 12 boats in the 
regatta, including three 
Youth Division teams. 

LMSC and Flying Scot 
Fleet 158 were pleased to 
welcome Flying Scot sailors 
from every venue. The com-
bination of exciting racing, 
down home barbeque and 
fellowship made for a great 
experience. It is exactly what 
Flying Scot One Design rac-
ing is all about. 

Saturday graced us with 

2012 “Scots on the Rocks”- Ryan and 
Morgan find the fast lane to windward. 

“The [Bottoms Up II] regis-
tration list included the cur-
rent MC Masters Champion, 
a three time Sunfish World 
Champion, and a host of 
other top notch sailors.” 



 

Keel Boats Down Under  
and winds started to weaken 
considerably. The Cruising 
Fleet Race Committee made a 
wise decision to shorten the 
course and move the finish 
line to Bomb island. 

Kudos to Frank McKinnon 
and his crew who deftly han-
dled  ‘Calypso’ as the very first 
boat to cross the finish line 
winning the Cruising Fleet 
Blue Division.  Then crickey, 
wouldn’t ya know it, the wind 
left us altogether and the race 
became a virtual water walk-
about.  The Cruising Fleet 
Race Committee then called 
the race and the competitors 
who were unable to make it 
to the finish line were 
“placed” according to boat 
position and nearness to the 
finish line.  This gave us our 
own Bud Buckwell in 
‘Dragonfly’ and club mate 
Sherie Case in ‘Felicita’ finish-
ing 2nd and 3rd respectively in 
the White Division. 

The Racing Fleet was able 
to get one race completed 
before the lull descended 

The 13th annual LMYRA 
Outback Cup Regatta, to 
benefit the Muscular Dystro-
phy Associating (MDA) in its 
research of Friedreich's 
Ataxia (FRDA), was held on 
September 29th and 30th this 
year. The two day, two night 
event, was hosted by the 
Columbia Sailing Club, with 
support from both the 
WPYC and the LMSC.  Col-
laborating in a great cause, 
the regatta included a total of 
sixty five boats participating 
in the event; twenty eight 
boats in the racing fleet and 
twenty seven in the Cruising 
Fleet.  LMSC was well repre-
sented this year with five 
entries in the Cruising Fleet 
and our very own Commo-
dore Tommy Weaver as the 
Principal Race Officer for the 
Racing Fleets one design 
courses. 

Festivities started Friday 
night with registration, hors 
d'oeuvres, margaritas and lots 
of friendly Aussie-style wa-
gering on who was going 

home with the traditional 
boomerang trophies. 

Saturday morning all com-
petitors gathered on the CSC 
patio for the Skippers meet-
ing and the fun began immedi-
ately thereafter. The Cruising 
Fleet was the first to start 
with the distance course set 
with a start near the dam, 
Bomb Island as the windward 
mark, and the finish back in 
front of CSC.  Divided into 
three divisions, the Cruising 
Fleet this year started all 
twenty seven boats at the 
same time, instead of the 
pursuit style start usually 
used; but nary a hitch were 
had. 

The Racing Fleet set marks 
between Pine Island and the 
south east side of the dam 
and started quickly thereaf-
ter. The weather offered 
cloudy skies, but with promis-
ing winds of around 4 knots, 
which we were glad to have.  

But alas, a little over an 
hour into the racing, the 
Curse of Lake Murray struck 
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upon them.   Festivities con-
tinued later that evening with 
steaks on the barbie and the 
Cruising Fleet awards cere-
mony.   Participants enjoyed 
cocktails and danced to the 
music of “Heart n’ Soul”, a 
local oldies band who play 
only charity events. Sunday 
concluded with the Racing 
Fleet completing two races, 
having burgers on the barbie 
for lunch, and ending with the 
Racing Fleet awards.    

All in all it was a great 
weekend for sailing and cama-
raderie and that’s what it’s all 
about really; sailors and 
friends doing what they enjoy 
most, being on the water. 
Now if we could just get the 
wind to cooperate!   Congrats 
to all our participating LMSC 
members for a job well done! 

 
Contributed by Sherie Case 

Allan and Janie Gowans (Top 
local boat, 6th place overall); 
Bill and Beth Haxton; Robert 
King & Sam Iriel 
(Saturday)...Wesley Moore 
and Ryan Iriel (Sunday); Bob 
and Phyllis Lockwood; Chris 
Rudek and Tony Fonseca; 
John and Joshua Rue; Zachary 
Rue, Conner Sweet and 
Kenzie Curry; Bob Walrath 
and Clay Shelton; Tommy and 
Debbie Weaver 

We will hold our Annual 
Flying Scot Fleet Champion-
ship on Saturday, November 
10th at 11:00 AM.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Success on the Water 

Also, mark your calen-
dars early for next summer. 
The Flying Scot North 
American Championships will 
be in Charlotte, NC at Lake 
Norman. It will be held July 
13-19, 2013. We are hoping 
to send a large group from 
LMSC. There will be separate 
Woman’s and Youth Cham-
pionships on July 13th and 
14th, with the main regatta 
taking place July 15th through 
19th. 

 
John Rue, Fleet Captain 

Scow Class, is the classification 
system utilized to recognize 
levels of achievement. There 
are 6 classifications ranging 
from youth (under 19) to the 
Old Salt classification which is 
for sailors 80+. Again, fantastic 
sailing on both Saturday and 
Sunday, 30 boats, 6 LMSA 
youth teams, great event and 
as usual LMSC does a spec-
tacular job hosting a class 
event. Results are available on 
MC Scow web site, 
www.mcscow.org 

 

mcscow2292@aol.com 
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Boat, The People 

Sherie and Neita eke out the last milli-
bar of pressure on Lake Murray to 
capture 3rd in the White division; Cruis-
ing Fleet.. (See “Keel Boats Down Un-
der”article top of page) 



 

Board of Stewards 2011—2012 

Commodore  -  Tommy Weaver 

Vice Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Rear Commodore  -  Marta Valentino 

Treasurer  -  Debbie Beck 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Bill Haxton 

Sue Johnson 

John Rue 

 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Ryan Gaskin, editor  

r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  
 
 

Visit us on the web! 
www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs  2011—2012 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Parking  -  Bill Orne 

Docks - Todd Welsh 

Slips - Matthew Snipes 

Entertainment  -  Sue Johnson 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Project Compass  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Sailing  -  Bud Sweet 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster/Windword  -  Ryan Gaskin 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowanx   

Ads, Announcements, and Events 
 
 
• Our  LMSC Annual Meeting is scheduled to begin at 

6:30pm on Saturday, October 20 following a 5:30pm 
Potluck Dinner.  Be there to participate in the election 
of a Board of Stewards for 2013, consideration of a 
proposed constitutional amendment, and presentation 
highlighting our club’s successes in 2012 and its goals 
for the future.  If you absolutely cannot attend, be sure 
to submit the completed absentee ballot or voting 
proxy you received in the mail. 

• Only two more chances to get on the Windword 
mailing list.    
The last general distribution will be our November-
December 2012 issue.  After the final 2012 mailing, 
print copies will only be mailed to those submitting re-
quests for them.  Don’t forget to get on the mailing list.  
Email r98gaskin@gmail.com, call 803-865-2777, or 
“snail mail” to Ryan Gaskin, 200 Peninsula Way, Colum-
bia, SC 29229. 

Go sailing!   


