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ganization that makes it 
affordable, convenient, and 
enjoyable.  To that end, we 
are organizing a second 
special committee, headed 
by Chris Mielke, whose 
professional marketing ex-
perience and passion for 
sailing make him well suited 
to help our Membership 
Chairman, Fleet Captains, 
Sailfest Chairman, and oth-
ers to focus their energies 
on developing opportunities 
for member recruitment 
and retention. 

There will certainly be 
plenty of opportunities in 
2013 for you to help make 
our club even better.  We 
will try to keep you in-
formed so that you can stay 
engaged and get the most 
out of your sailing club. 

Have a great holiday 
season.  Join us for the par-
ties (work & Christmas) 
and for the third annual 
New Year's Day Ice Bowl 
regatta. I also hope to see 
you at the LMSC Awards 
Dinner on January 19.   

 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

It is my privilege to once 
more serve LMSC as Com-
modore with an energized 
Board of Stewards dedicated 
to making our club the best 
venue for sailors on Lake 
Murray.  We anticipate tack-
ling a number of jobs critical 
to the club's growth and to 
the enhancement of the 
LMSC membership experi-
ence. 

With the schedule of 
2012 events winding down, 
our focus now turns to plan-
ning for the 2013 season.  
We have challenges ahead, 
and opportunities, that will 
make the coming year an 
exciting time for our organi-
zation.  It will require energy 
and commitment from our 
members whose volunteer 
efforts are so necessary to 
the continued growth and 
vitality of the club. 

In January, the board 
will take under advisement 
the petition for limited pet 
access for members wishing 
to cruise with their pets. 

Denise Fitzgerald has 
graciously consented to chair 
a special committee to begin 

feasibility studies for moor-
ing dock expansion.  Our 
goal is to drive the prelimi-
nary planning, permitting, 
dock design, and financing 
process forward on an esti-
mated two year schedule.  
Additional slips are an essen-
tial component for club 
growth and we plan to pur-
sue their addition aggres-
sively. 

We are planning an 
integrated marketing ap-
proach to leverage success-
ful fleets, programs, and ac-
tivities in a way that can help 
recruit members with a real 
love of sailing and willingness 
to actively support the or-

Last Chance!  
 
The final general distribu-
tion of the Windword in 
print is this November-
December issue.  If you 
would like to continue re-
ceiving the Windword in 
the mail, email the publisher 
at r98gaskin@gmail.com, 
call 865-2777, or mail your 
request to: 
 
   Ryan Gaskin 
   200 Peninsula Way 
   Columbia, SC 29229 
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Dec 3 Board Meeting  7 pm 
Dec 8 Work Party  8:30 am 
Dec 15 LMSC Christmas party  5 pm   
Jan 1  LMSC Ice Bowl 
Jan 7  Board Meeting  7 pm 
Jan 19  LMSC Awards Dinner  6 pm 

Sail 
Lake 
Murray



 

Youth Sweep the Fleet at the Club’s 2012 FS Championships 

group from LMSC. There will be separate 
Women’s and Youth Championships on 
July 13th and 14th, with the main regatta 
taking place July 15th through 19th.  

For 2013 we will have a full calendar 
of events including a number of regular 
fleet racing and social events.  We will be 
using a handicap system for our fleet se-
ries.  Stay tuned for more info early next 
year. 

Fleet 158 is doing well! If you are 
interested in learning more about the 
Flying Scot, contact me or any member 
of our fleet. We will be glad to answer 
your questions and take you for a test 
sail. 

John Rue, Fleet Captain 

to come off the production line, FS #6000.  
Everyone had a great time camping and 
sailing together for the weekend. 

In September our Scots on the Rocks 
regatta had record attendance with 22 
attending. We had 12 boats attending 
from LMSC with Allan and Janie finishing 
6th as the top local boat. We have a goal 
to have 25 or more boats next year. 

Upcoming events:  The Flying Scot 
Midwinter Championship will be held 
March 11-15, 2013 in Sarasota, FL.  Some 
LMSC teams are making plans to attend. 

The Flying Scot North American 
Championships will be in Charlotte, NC at 
Lake Norman. It will be held July 13-19, 
2013. We are hoping to send a large 
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Flying Scot Fleet 158 has had a great 
year. We now have 15 boats in our fleet 
and we continue to grow. Fleet activity 
got a spark this year as the LMSA youth 
started sailing with us. 

Some notable events this year:  We 
held our 2012 fleet championship on No-
vember 10th with 7 boats participating.  
As a way to shake things up and encour-
age more boats to attend, we tried the 
use of a simple handicap system that gave 
some boats a small “head start”.  We 
sailed 4 races in light winds and the 2 
youth teams sailed fast and took the top 
honors. 

 
Results: 
1st Zachary Rue, Conner Sweet and 
Kenzie Currie 2-1-3-1 
2nd Ben Conner, Ryan Mann and Daniel 
Grant 3-7-1-2 
3rd John and Joshua Rue 1-3-6-5 
4th Ryan Gaskin and Morgan Iriel 4-2-5-6 
5th Bob Walrath and Lawrence Melton 
7-6-2-3 
6th Allan and Janie Gowans 6-4-4-5 
7th Tommy and Debbie Weaver 5-5-7-4 

 
Some other highlights from the 

year:  In May our fleet made the trip to 
Lake Norman, north of Charlotte for the 
Great 48 regatta. We had 5 boats make 
the trip and each of them had LMSA 
youth as crew. Tommy and Debbie’s 
newly refurbished FS #2 made its debut 
and achieved celebrity status sailing 
against FS #1 and the most recent boat 

With the fleet this close together after rounding the weather mark, even 3 knots of breeze infuses a 
bit of adrenaline.  Thanks to Kaaren Rue for the colorful image. 

Even at close quarters, two youth teams and a veteran sailor have clear air, good trim, 
and good boat speed; all evidence of a great start!  Photo courtesy Kaaren Rue. 



 

MC Scow Fleet 89 - 2012 Fleet Championship  

finished with 9 points total for 
a convincing margin of victory. 
Good starts, finding the first 
shift, keeping a "quiet" boat, 
and focused sailing were their 
keys to success. 
John Rue survived a pre-race 
capsize and finished second, 3 
points behind the leaders. 
Tommy Weaver finished third.  

After the day’s racing, a 
hamburger cookout fed the 
many hungry and exhausted 
sailors.  Thanks to all of those 
who contributed the goodies! 
We did pass along the infa-
mous ‘Bottoms Up’ trophy, 
first to Ben Connor for his 
capsize in the September MC 
regatta, then to John Rue for 
his performance, and finally to 
Bob Walrath for the last cap-
size of the day. 

The MC Scow Fleet 89 
Championship event was 
originally scheduled for Sun-
day the 11th of November. 
Thirteen fleet members 
launched their boats and 
waited, and waited, and 
waited for the glassy water to 
be transformed by the fore-
casted 8-10 breezes. It didn’t 
happen, so the event was re-
scheduled for Saturday the 
17th. 

Saturday dawned bright, 
cool, and windy with gusts 
approaching the 20mph 
range, a bit much for the fleet 
to handle. (Class restrictions 
stop racing when winds ap-
proach 20.)  

We had fifteen eager 
skippers ready to sail, along 
with a strong race committee 
with Rich Sweet aided by 
Mark Connor, Scotty, and 
Ronnie Grant. The forecast 
called for a gradual reduction 
in wind speed as the day 
wore on, so we decided to 
wait and see. Wait we did 
and lo and behold the winds 
did start to moderate and 

then fell into the 15mph 
range, quite suitable for our 
fleet championship event. 
Some of our sailors chose to 
”double up” - taking advan-
tage of a convenient feature 
of the MC Scow: Adding a 
second person, more often 
than not, improves perform-
ance. 

Our goal was to com-
plete five races. Thanks to 
Rich and his crew, who did a 
great job setting up the 
course and managing the 
event, we were able to meet 
that goal. 

We had a few minor 
capsizes, but nothing serious 
marred the day’s racing.  
While the winds did stay in 
the 15mph range in the puffs, 
the direction was variable to 
say the least, with big shifts 
and even some big windless 
holes! 

It was a fantastic day of 
sailing with the youth team of 
Zach and Josh Rue leading the 
way. Zach and Josh sailed an 
LMSA boat, “Sparky”, to 
three first place finishes and 

Page 3 November - December 

 
Final Results: 
 
1) Zach/Josh Rue 
2) John Rue 
3) Tommy Weaver 
4) Ryan Gaskin/Morgan Iriel 
5) Daniel Grant/Ryan Mann 
6) Ben Connor 
7) Allan Gowans 
8) Dan Tye 
9) Connor Sweet/Ryan Iriel 
10) Chris Rudek 
11) Bob Walrath 
 
mcscow2292@aol.com 
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 

The exceptional photo above shows 
four of our MC Scows as they 
round a mark. Their progressive 
angles of heel give us the illusion of 
a time-lapse photograph. Nice 
camera work courtesy of Mark 
Conner! 

Competition in this fleet is vigorous and very close making for the most exciting sailing you can imagine.  
Mark Conner captures the entire Championship fleet starting almost “connected at the hip”! 



 

Board of Stewards 2012 - 2013 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Marti Valentino 

Rear Commodore  -  John Rue 

Treasurer  -  Debbie Beck 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Bill Haxton 

Sue Johnson 

Chris Mielke 

 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 
r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 
www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2012 - 2013 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Parking  -  Bill Orne 

Docks - Tod Welsh 

Slips - Matthew Snipes 

Entertainment  -  Sue Johnson 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Project Compass  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Sailing  -  Bud Sweet 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster/Windword  -  Ryan Gaskin 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans   

Ads, Announcements, and Events 
 

Watch our website for more details  
on the following: 

 
• Our  LMSC Christmas Party is scheduled for  
 Saturday, December 15. 
• 3rd Annual LMSC Ice Bowl on New Year’s Day. 
• LMSC Awards Dinner Saturday, January 19. 
 
• Final chance to get on the Windword mailing 

list.    
The last general distribution is our November-
December 2012 issue.  After the final 2012 mailing, 
print copies will only be mailed to those submitting re-
quests for them.  Don’t forget to get on the mailing list.  
Email r98gaskin@gmail.com, call 803-865-2777, or 
“snail mail” to Ryan Gaskin, 200 Peninsula Way, Colum-
bia, SC 29229. 

Go sailing!   


