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growing our membership 
and generating revenues 
that keep dues low is creat-
ing additional slip space.  
The vitality of our club de-
pends on identifying and 
carefully planning for 
growth opportunities.  I 
strongly encourage any 
member with interests or 
knowledge in facility devel-
opment and financial plan-
ning to offer your assistance 
to Denise and the planning 
committee. 

Our first Rodesiler 
kicks off the club racing 
series with a slightly new 
format this year.  Keel 
boats get their own starts, 
their own courses, and 
compete against each other. 
This departure from the 
former "one size fits all" 
approach to handicapping 
has generated some re-
newed interest among skip-
pers who depend on fixed 
ballast in their boats as op-
posed to "rail meat".  The 
Rodesiler looks to be an all 
around fun series this year 
and the post race dinners 
ought to be abuzz with an-
ecdotes about the day's on-
the-water adventure.  It 
doesn't get any better than 
that! 

 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 
Yes, March roars in like 

a lion.  I have the bruises 
from the very breezy Flying 
Scot Midwinter regatta in 
Sarasota to prove it.  Calling 
a March competition a 
"midwinter" event seems 
something of a misnomer, but 
the weather was a bit "crisp" 
in sunny Florida and has 
turned downright nippy here 
in the South Carolina  
Midlands even as we slip into 
official spring time.  Go figure. 

Blustery and chilly or 
not, we are approaching 
some of the best sailing 
months and, with the season, 
a great opportunity to share 
our passion for sailing with 
others.  Sailfest is our chance 
to introduce great sailing fun 
to those in our community.  
Chris Mielke, Mardi Valen-
tino, and Ray Thompson have 
created a great marketing 
approach to this April 20th 
event and Allan Gowans is 
strongly promoting a one day 
MC Scow regatta with regis-
tration revenues going to 
support LMSA and its Youth 
Sailing programs.  A Sailfest 
promotional icon can be seen 
on the home page of the 
LMSC website and in "Hot 
links and News".  Click on 
these links to see all details 
on the Sailfest page.  I en-
courage every member to 
complete the following three 
steps.  Click on the embed-
ded flyer on the Sailfest page, 
print a copy of the flyer, and 
post it on any bulletin board 
that seems likely to generate 
some interest in our pre-
miere season opening event.  

Then, volunteer to help and 
plan to join your fellow 
members for some Sailfest 
fun. 

Our Docks committee, 
headed by Bill Orne, is plan-
ning to assess upgrade and 
repair needs for our existing 
docks.  He and the commit-
tee need information from 
slip renters as to repairs and 
issues the committee must 
know in order to prioritize 
the effort and expense of 
needed projects.  Don't de-
lay.  Your input has value 
only if offered before any 
projects are finalized. 

Similarly, our dock 
expansion committee 
headed by Denise Fitzgerald, 
could use one or two addi-
tional volunteers to help 
with decisions about dock 
design, materials, and finan-
cial planning.  One key to 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
April 6 - Rodesiler 
 
April 6 - Chili Cook Off 
 
April 6 - Work Party 
 
April 13 - Race Manage-
ment Clinic 9 AM 
 
April 20 - SAILFEST 
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“For will anyone dare to tell me that business is more enter-
taining than fooling among boats?  He must have never seen 
a boat, or never seen an office, who says so.”  

- Robert Louis Stevenson 



 

Mutiny on the Mushroom - FS Midwinters, Sarasota FL 

unable to even get the committee boat 
anchored.  The members of our little 
group were all very happy to be on 
shore and mostly warm and dry. 
Friday was finally one of those beautiful 
sailing days that we all enjoy!  We had 
two races in 5 to 7 knots of wind and 
fairly smooth waters.  Then we re-
turned to the club and watched other 
people receive their trophies.  Finally, 
we had a memorable dinner at The 
Alpine Steak House – Home of the 
Turducken! 
Saturday, guess what – that’s right – we 
drove, and drove, and then drove 
some more… 

Steve Morris - editor 

dull practice race. 
Tuesday we raced twice in very choppy 
and very windy conditions.  Our group 
had one over the line early, no capsizes, 
and no collisions - a tough, but ok day. 
Wednesday was another very choppy and 
very windy day.  Toucan Duet & Single 
Malt wisely decided to stay on shore.  The 
Fungi’s went out – the crew was revolting 
(in more ways than one) – there was a 
mutiny – the Fungi’s came back in, (along 
with half a dozen other boats).  Only one 
race was held that day and we were 
mostly happy to miss it. 
Thursday was another blustery day!  Uncle 
Harry (aka John) invited all of his friends 
to join him at The Breakfast House!  Af-
terwards, the overly optimistic race com-
mittee attempted to hold a race, but was 
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What a week!  Six of your fellow 
LMSC sailors braved the highways, the 
big cold salty waves, the high winds, 
and the shallows of the bay to compete 
in the Flying Scot Midwinter Champi-
onships held at the Sarasota Sailing 
Squadron.  Allan, Bud, John, Ryan, 
Steve and Tommy had a really big 
week! 
The week of March 11 through 15 
brought more sailing adventures than 
this sailor had imagined. 
Sunday we drove, and drove, and then 
drove some more.  Then we had some 
delicious Square 1 Burgers. 
Monday we had a practice race.  Tou-
can Duet and Single Malt came through 
fine.  The Fungi’s decided to practice a 
capsize rather than just having a normal 

A warm welcome from the Sarasota Sailing Squadron. Nice photo of Spinnakers in Friday race by Bud Buckwell. 



 

MC Scow Fleet 89  - Come Join the Fun !  

Our first fleet event of the 
season is scheduled for April 
14 with additional events 
planned for April 28, May 19 & 

The MC Scow is one of the 
fastest growing one-design 
classes in the US, and why 
not!  

If you are looking for a fun, 
fast, responsive boat with 
moderate start-up cost, 
please come join our fleet! 
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26 and forward. Please come 
join our fun! 
mcscow2292@aol.com 

Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 

Burgees 

The Oxford dictionary 
defines a burgee as a trian-
gular or swallow-tailed flag 
bearing the colors or em-
blem of a yacht club. 
Wikipedia says that a bur-
gee is a distinguishing flag, 
regardless of its shape, of a 
recreational boating or-
ganization. The article goes 

on to say that traditionally, 
the first time a member of 
one yacht club visits an-
other, there is an exchange 
of burgees. 
The latter is the likely 
source of many of the bur-
gees hanging in our club 
house. 
Some of those burgees are 

Go Sailing!   

pictured at the bottom of the 
prior page. Can you match 
them with the correct club 
name from the following list? 
 

Annapolis Yacht Club  

Arlington Yacht Club  

Centerboard Yacht Club 

Charleston Yacht Club  

Clyde Cruising Club  

Cocoanut Grove Sail Club  

Columbia Sail Club  

Concord Yacht Club 

Florida Yacht Club 

Fresno Yacht Club 



 

Board of Stewards 2012 - 2013 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Marti Valentino 

Rear Commodore  -  John Rue 

Treasurer  -  Debbie Beck 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Bill Haxton 

Sherie Case 

Chris Mielke 

 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 
SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 
r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 
www.lmsc.org  

Page 4 

Staff/Committee Chairs 2012 - 2013 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

Slips  -  Matthew Snipes 

Entertainment  -  Fran Trapp 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  Bob Walrath 

Training  -  TBA 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

Dock Feasibility Committee  -  Denise Fitzgerald  

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• SAILFEST 2013  April 20 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Approximate Cruising distances in Nautical Miles 
LMSC to: 

Goat Island 3.0   Counts Island 4.1   Bomb Island 4.2 

Sandy Beach 5.4   Midway Islands 5.9   CSC 6.0 

WPYC 6.5   Jake’s Landing 7.0   Siesta Cove 7.6 

Hurricane Hole 8.7   Dreher Island State Park 9.7 

Southshore Marina 11.9   Buffalo Creek Grill 13.0 

Spinners Restaurant 14.0 

Lake Shack Grub & Pub 17.8 


