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port our goals for growth.  
By extension, this involves 
near term and long range 
planning for financing imme-
diate and long term needs.  
Dock "C", for example, may 
have been structurally dam-
aged and may need replace-
ment to avoid risk to mem-
ber boats.  A proposed 
Dock "D" addition, if ap-
proved, will generate con-
siderable additional revenue 
through slip fees and addi-
tional membership dues. 

As of this publication, 
the board will have met in 
special session to begin 
hammering out a plan that 
will make specific proposals 
for capital expenditures, 
financing, and goals for club 
growth beginning in 2013 
and continuing over the 
next ten years.  Many pro-
posals will require approval 
by LMSC membership.  

While the board en-
deavors to respond to your 
direct input about what will 
make us a stronger club 
with great member benefits, 
each of you can help.  By 
paying close attention to 
board discussions and ac-
tions you will be well in-
formed.  Meeting minutes 
and budget data are posted 
monthly on the website.  By 
giving thoughtful and objec-
tive consideration to the 
immediate and long term 
proposals presented for 
your approval, you will help 
the board lead toward the 
kind of club you will enjoy 
far into the future.  

 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 
We are in the time of 

year in which, though the 
weather is sometimes wet, 
we have some spectacularly 
great spring sailing days.  If 
we're lucky, these conditions 
could continue through June.  
It is too much to expect the 
pattern to carry into July. 
Sigh!! The moral of the story? 
Get on the water now and 
take advantage of late spring 
conditions. 

The 2013 sailing sched-
ule has been busy, often re-
quiring sailors to choose be-
tween conflicting events.  The 
turnout for our local series 
has been good, but in our 
May 11 Rodesiler, we fielded 
14 boats at the start line for 
our first ever "Fleet Chal-
lenge".  Also a first in recent 
history, the keel boat sailors 
outnumbered the dinghy 
classes 8 boats to 6.  There 
will be a number of our din-
ghy "regulars" returning for 
the next in the series, so the 
challenge will not be as easy 
next time. The gauntlet 
thrown, I sense the potential 
for an annual trophy here.  
Just sayin'! 

  Many of you will recall 
past discussion about "Project 
Compass", an analytical effort 
designed to provide LMSC 
leadership with useable infor-
mation on which it can base 
decisions about growing 
membership, meeting mem-
ber needs, repairing or up-
grading infrastructure, and 
formulating long range plans 
that help the club sustain rea-
sonable growth and financial 
strength.  With particular 
attention to our 2011 Mem-

ber Survey, the findings and 
conclusions resulting from 
the "Project Compass" were 
codified and published in our 
Strategic Plan, adopted by 
the board in late 2012.  
Now that our 2013 budget, 
activity schedule, and com-
mittee assignments have 
been established, your 
Board of Stewards is prepar-
ing to focus its energies on 
implementing the highest 
priority parts of that plan. 

One of the more ur-
gent components involves 
developing marketing strate-
gies that grow the club.  The 
obvious benefits here are 
added financial strength, the 
energizing effect that enthu-
siastic new members tend to 
bring, and an opportunity to 
stabilize the baby boomer 
trend toward ever aging 
membership.  Mature mem-
bers are good, but we are 
best when we have some 
younger folk to mentor.  It 
keeps us all younger. 

A second component is 
repairing or replacing aging 
infrastructure and adding 
infrastructure that will sup-

Upcoming Events 
 
June 8 & 9 - Bottoms Up 
Thistle Regatta 
 
June 10 - Youth Sum-
mer Camp begins 
 
June 15 - Rodesiler 
 
June 19 - 21 - Youth Na-
tional MC Scow Regatta 
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FS Fleet Grows! 

Race Committee cancelled 
the racing.  Everyone had a 
great time. 

We have local fleet 
events planned for both 
June 29 and July 4. 

Our next major re-
gatta will be the Flying Scot 
North American Champion-
ships, which will be in Char-
lotte, NC at Lake Norman. 
It will be held July 14-19, 
2013. We are planning to 
send a large group from 
LMSC. There will be sepa-
rate Women’s and Youth 
Championships on July 14th, 
with the main regatta taking 
place July 15th through 
19th. Let me know if you 
need information about 
these events or you are 
interested in learning more 
about the Flying Scot. I will 
be glad to answer your 
questions and take you for a 
test sail. 

 
John Rue, FS Fleet Captain 
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The sailing season is 
well under way for the 
Flying Scot Fleet. We are 
excited that Rich Sweet 
has purchased a Flying 
Scot. We know he will be 
an active and competitive 
member of our fleet.  

On May 4th and 5th, 
Our fleet had 7 boats, 9 
adults and 10 youth sail-
ors head north to Lake 
Norman for the Great 48 
regatta. We pitched our 
tents and had a great time 
in the cool weather. On 
Saturday morning it was 
“blowing the dogs off the 
chains”. We changed up 
the teams and loaded up 
with three or four people 
per boat and headed 
out. The gusts and shifts 
were big and the spinna-
ker rides were very hairy. 
Three races were com-
pleted on Satur-
day. Sunday brought even 
more breeze and the 

Rich & Conner Sweet & Kenzie Currie - Great 48 Keelboats coming and going, and in numbers! 

Rodesiler Reversal! 

What could a headline 
like that mean? Clockwise 
mark roundings perhaps? 
Spinnakers flown upside 
down? Neither of those. 
Something even more radical. 
More keelboats than dinghies 
in the Rodesiler! …and not 
just once, but twice!   

On Saturday, the elev-
enth of May, eight keelboats 
and six dinghies started the 
race.  

Two weeks later, light-

ning struck again when 
nine keelboats started 
and finished the Rode-
siler. (Out of respect, we 
will not mention the num-
ber of dinghy participants 
that day.) 

I send my congratu-
lations to my fellow 
Cruisers. I am very proud 
of us! Let’s keep this 
trend going!  
Chris Mielke, Cruising Fleet 
Captain 

“Don’t just sit there. Sail something!” - anonymous 

Thanks to Tamie Grookett for the photo above from the 
WPYC annual Race to the Pig and Island BBQ. Twelve boats 
entered the May 18 PHRF reverse-start fun race near the 
dam, but due to failing winds and hunger, only four finished 
under sail. Use your magnifying glass to spot the top three 
skippers above; Frank McKinnon, Fran Trapp & Bud Sweet. 



 

Dimensions of Adventure  

yours truly to hear about our ocean 
sailing experiences. 

We LMSC members thoroughly 
enjoyed hosting this fine group of 
young people and they seemed to 
grasp to some degree the dimensions 
of adventuring in a small boat on a big 
ocean for an extended period of time. 

We extended an invitation to 
interested students to attend our sum-
mer youth camp or, alternatively, to 
attend a dedicated "Introduction to 
Sailing" class we offered to schedule 
exclusively for our Mead Hall guests. 

The students and teachers per-
sonal "thank you" notes to Jody, Bud, 
Ray, and this writer were most gratify-
ing to read. We anticipate that this 
positive LMSC effort will be featured in 
an article in one of the local Aiken pa-
pers. Should we get a copy, we will 
share it with you by email or in a future 
issue of the Windword. 

The rest is up to you. Establish 
the dimensions of your own sailing 
adventure! 

 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

It is a "coming of age" adventure 
story, but perhaps not typical. It does 
not rely on ponies, horses, or dogs, 
the usual anchor points for the emo-
tional angst of teen passage to adult-
hood. Instead, it involves a 30 foot 
boat and a father, after his wife's acci-
dental death, taking his 9, 11, and 15 
year old sons on a "sell the house and 
see the world" cruise to the Bahamas. 
It had been a lifelong dream. 

"OK." you patiently observe. 
"Just how does this relate to me, 
LMSC, or the price of eggs in Croa-
tia?" 

Enter Mesdames Donna 
DeTroye and Catherine Beadler, 9th 
and 10th grade teachers at Mead Hall 
Episcopal School in Aiken. Their se-
lection of the novel, The Great Wide 
Sea (M. H. Herlong) as a reading as-
signment for their students began a 
process that led both classes to 
LMSC.  

Ms. DeTroye's email asked if 
there might be an opportunity for the 
students to see a boat similar in size 

to the ocean adventuring yacht in the 
novel. Perfectly willing to share some-
one else's boat with them, I immediately 
volunteered Dragonfly. Well...yes! I did 
check with co-owner Bud Buckwell first. 
With enthusiasm as infectious as my 
own, he assured me that he or co-
owner Ray Thompson would be avail-
able for "show and tell" tours of their 
vintage, cruising friendly Catalina 30. 

Recalling that member Jody Payne 
had made three transatlantic passages in 
small sailboats, I broached (pun not in-
tended) the idea, of sharing personal 
anecdotes with the students. Her enthu-
siasm was energizing. Great! Signed her 
on! 

For Mead Hall "tour day", weather 
forecasts had been for rainy conditions. 
Thumbing its nose at the offending me-
teorologists and forecasters in general, 
the sun shone full on Dragonfly and our 
thirteen arriving students. They, two 
teachers, and assorted chaperones were 
given topside and below decks tours of 
Dragonfly in small groups. Those not on 
the tour gathered around Jody and 
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Go Sailing!   

Captain Bud conducts a tour aboard Dragonfly. Welcome to LMSC Mead Hall students & teachers! 



 

Board of Stewards 2012 - 2013 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Marti Valentino 

Rear Commodore  -  John Rue 

Treasurer  -  Debbie Beck 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Bill Haxton 

Sherie Case 

Chris Mielke 

 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 
SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 
r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 
www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2012 - 2013 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Matthew Snipes 

Entertainment  -  Fran Trapp 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  Bob Walrath 

Training  -  TBA 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

Dock Feasibility Committee  -  Denise Fitzgerald  

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• Thistle Bottoms Up Regatta 
June 8 & 9 

 
• Youth Sailing Camp - June 10 

through June 14 
 
• MC Scow Youth National 

Championship June 19 - 21 
 
• Intro to Sailing - June 22 
 
• Youth Sailing Camp - June 24 

through June 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 


