
 

2013 

July — August 

  

mortgage payments by ap-

proximately $126 per 

month and use the savings 

to pay down principle. To 

supplement our financing 

plan, we will propose sale 

of a portion of the unused 

property across our back 

cove (unused for at least 43 

years) and use proceeds to 

pay down the debt. Terms 

of the proposed loan pro-

vide that there is no pre-

payment penalty. The goal is 

to be debt free within 5 to 

7 years. If, as we believe, we 

can keep the 14 new slips 

filled, the increased revenue 

alone will come fairly close 

to meeting the 7 year payoff 

goal. 

With a healthy 2013 

balance sheet, we are in a 

position to contract for 

new flooring in the club 

house this year. This has 

been a topic of aesthetic 

concern for some years and 

was the second most cited 

project for improvement in 

our member survey. 

All of this ties into the 

overall effort to market and 

grow our club. Robust, 

available, well maintained, 

and attractive facilities are 

key ingredients in attracting 

and retaining active LMSC 

members. With wise, tar-

geted investment and disci-

plined cost control, we 

strengthen more than our 

balance sheet. We provide 

for the essential growth and 

stamina of a vibrant and 

active sailing club and a dy-

namic resource to the com-

munity. 

Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Yes, it has been wet and 

cool for the start of our sum-

mer. We have certainly man-

aged to squeeze some spec-

tacular sailing days in be-

tween the showers and T-

storms. The lake surface wa-

ter is still a wonderfully cool 

temperature too, unlike the 

past few summers. Enjoy it 

every chance you get! 

In our last issue, we 

suggested that the board is 

moving forward with activi-

ties in line with the LMSC 

Strategic Plan adopted by the 

membership in October 

2012. I am happy to report 

significant movement toward 

achieving some of the goals 

outlined within that plan. 

In a special board meet-

ing Held May 22, the rough 

outline of a plan to upgrade 

portions of our club house 

and docks and to add addi-

tional slips was adopted by 

the Board of Stewards. Cost 

and financing numbers were 

estimates at the time, but 

close enough that the board 

agreed we should obtain bona 

fide financing data and written 

quotes for all proposed pro-

jects such that we can very 

soon make specific proposals 

to our voting membership for 

approval. 

Without getting into 

burdensome detail that will 

be provided in a formal pro-

posal to the membership, 

here are major elements of 

the plan for dock replace-

ment and expansion: 

We have binding quotes 

for complete replacement of 

C dock (C dock is 15 years 

old and is nearing the end of 

its estimated 15 to 20 year 

service life for wooden 

docks), re-decking A and B 

docks with added stringers 

so that deck planks can be 

top fastened for easy remov-

al and replacement, and add-

ing 14 new slips by attaching 

dock D to existing dock B. 

The main section of the ad-

dition will "T" off an existing 

finger of B dock and extend 

170' toward the point with 

five 24' fingers facing deep 

water. Pilings are proposed 

to be inside the 6' main sec-

tion to permit unobstructed 

side tie. Plans are being 

drawn and will be shared 

with everyone when com-

pleted. 

Proposed financing for 

this comprehensive project 

will be a combination of 

internally generated funds 

and commercial financing at 

7 year fixed rates. If cap-

tured before any significant 

general increase in interest 

rates, these rates will not 

require increases in dues or 

slip fees to support financing 

costs. At current rates, we 

would reduce our monthly 

Upcoming Events 

 
Sept. 7 & 8 - Scots on 

the Rocks Regatta 

 

Sept. 14 - USC NROTC 

2013 Intercollegiate Re-

gatta 

 

Sept. 21 & 22 - Bottoms 

Up II MC Scow Regatta 
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My First Regatta!  

LMSC Women’s Team at the North American Flying Scot Championships 

…and it happened to be the Women's 

North American Flying Scot Champion-

ships! 
My sailing experience up until a 

few months ago was to use my life jack-

et as a pillow and nap while the men in 

my family did all the work. My husband 

John has been sailing since he was a 

child. My children, Zachary and Joshua 

started as youth camp participants and 

now are camp counselors. They are all 

currently active racers in both the Flying 

Scot and MC Scow fleets. 

It was time for me to start learning 

how to sail and crew. I started sailing 

with John and began to learn a crew 

role on the Flying Scot - trimming the jib 

and flying the spinnaker. Puffs, headers, 

downwind speed, roll tacking and many 

more terms are now becoming more 

familiar, but I am still learning what they 

all mean. 

The Flying Scot NAC was held at 

Lake Norman. We had 6 boats and 19 

LMSC sailors participating. The main 

NAC regatta was held July 15 - 19 and, 

while it was a bit of a drifter, the group 

had a great time together. 

The Women's NAC Regatta was 

held on Sunday, July 14. Our LMSC boat 

(one of five competing) was skippered 

by a youth sailor, Morgan Iriel. Our 

crew included another youth sailor, 

Kenzie Currie, and one adult - me.   

We displayed our team spirit with 

our matching uniforms - royal blue hats, 

white shirts and black shorts. We were 

named the "Blue Hat Girls". We attend-

ed the competitors’ meeting and then 

headed out onto the breezy lake. There 

was excellent wind that afternoon, 

blowing consistently between 8 & 12 

mph. The regatta schedule was three 

races with each consisting of two wind-

ward and two downwind legs. I was 

very excited to be sailing with Morgan 

and Kenzie, but I must admit I was a bit 

nervous too. Would I remember every-

thing? Could I do it? This was the most 

wind I'd ever sailed in. These were just a 

few of the thoughts that were going 

through my mind. I had only ever raced 

with John on Lake Murray and he was 

still using "my" sailing terminology - "pull 

the red rope, tighten the green line" 

etc.   

Morgan and Kenzie calmed my 

nerves and were excellent leaders and 

teachers that day. Morgan was the only 

youth skipper sailing in the women's 

division. Kenzie was the only other 

youth crew member. The four other 

women's boats were fierce competitors, 

some collegiate sailors, national champi-

ons, and women with many years of 

sailing experience. Morgan was an excel-

lent and determined skipper. Kenzie was 

the mid crew, confident and knowledge-

able with all spinnaker tasks and re-

sponsible for the newbie (me). My 

favorite quote by Kenzie was "Morgan 

told us what to do and I dumbed it 

down for Mama Rue". My job as for-

ward crew was setting the spinnaker, 

trimming the jib, and keeping two 

very excited girls focused on the task 

at hand. 

Our LMSC team was first off the 

starting line in race #1and held the 

lead until the last downwind leg finish-

ing in 2nd place. Race #2 was basically 

a copy of race #1. Race #3 proved to 

be more challenging at the start and 

we finished in 5th place. Overall we 

executed great starts and had good 

boat speed throughout the day. We 

finished 2nd place overall. Morgan and 

Kenzie's excitement throughout the 

day was contagious.  Many times I 

heard Morgan say "Oh my gosh, I 

can't believe we are winning!" 

I feel quite honored to have been able 

to sail with such great young women. 

Morgan and Kenzie are excellent sail-

ors, teachers and FUN girls to sail 

with! I learned a lot from Morgan and 

Kenzie. There is nothing else quite 

like sailing multiple races in good 

breeze with these two girls - what a 

great way to continue my long learn-

ing curve in this wonderful sport of 

sailing!                         Kaaren Rue 



 

Flying Scot Fun On The Fourth  

some of us may have added a calorie 

or two against lean times!   Everyone 

enjoyed the sailing, the food, and the 

camaraderie of oldsters and youngsters 

speaking the common language of 

shared experience. 

Sailing, and life itself, doesn't get any 

better than this. The social component 

of sailing is the heart of sailing because 

that is where the real energy is gener-

ated. Social bonding develops when we 

compete, when we actively mentor all 

our sailors to get the most of their 

boats, and when we just gather around 

and enjoy each other's company. It is a 

package. Our Flying Scot fleet is learn-

ing how to create that package and 

generate the energy that brings all of us 

along on the best ride a sailor can have. 

Active, engaged, one design sailing! 

To the sailors of Fleet 158, I salute 

you! Keep the energy going. 

 

Ryan Gaskin, FS 5673 

Independence Day - Like Christ-

mas, it is one of the few officially ob-

served holidays that do not always 

bracket the weekend. Unlike Christ-

mas, it is very much a "stay at home" 

kind of summer interlude. No, not a 

stay in the house kind of break, but 

traditionally, we tend to spend our 

4th pretty much in the neighborhood 

sharing BBQ with friends, maybe 

boating on the nearest waterway, and 

maybe shooting or watching a few 

fireworks after sunset. 

Even in the middle of summer 

vacations, most of us hang around and 

do something local. How prescient 

was Fleet Captain, John Rue, when he 

planned a summer sailing/social for 

Flying Scot Fleet 158. True, he sav-

aged the model by going to Atlanta 

that weekend, but with proper dele-

gation, he arranged a phenomenally 

successful fleet event. 

Of the 17 boats currently in our 

fleet, 12 were in evidence, including 

two youth boats, on a July 4th threat-

ened with the forecast of possible thun-

derstorms. No worries! Especially in 

summer, weather is what it is on the 

day and forecasts be damned! With all 

smart phones tuned to the weather ra-

dar display, we hit the water and sprint-

ed around three short courses for some 

very exciting sailing in good breezes.   

When our smart phones and the local 

dark gray clouds on the horizon suggest-

ed retreating for shelter, we scampered 

back to the dock and took a relaxed 

weather break on the patio. Fortified 

with beverages, snacks, and a plethora 

of exaggerated on the water exploits, 

we tagged along on the escaping weath-

er cell to get in another two great close 

quarters races. 

In the meantime, family members, in 

support of the sailors, heated up the grill 

to greet us with a traditional Fourth of 

July of grilled burgers, dawgs, and all the 

fixin's. Folks brought some side dishes 

to share. No one went away hungry and 
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Tommy & Debbie flying true Independence Day spinnaker colors on Dream Weaver 2 
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Many thanks to Allan Gowans for his exemplary lead-

ership of the youth sailing programs for our Lake Murray 

Sailing Association. Allan shared these LMSA Values State-

ments: LMSA SAILORS are simply those who understand that 

there is little difference between obstacles and opportunity 

and are able to turn both to their advantage. 

LMSA values the Building Blocks of Character: Hard 

Work, Worthy Ambition, Loyalty, Common Sense, Integri-

ty, Moral Courage. 

LMSA helps define Elements of Leadership: Faith and 

Character. 

LMSA promotes 10 Core Values: Sportsmanship, Re-

sponsibility for one’s actions, Perseverance and dealing with 

adversity, Accountability, Manners, Decision Process, Hon-

esty, Personal Integrity, Respect, Confidence. 

LMSA saying to live by: 

We cannot change the wind, but we can adjust our 

sails! 

Excellence is easy when it is a way of life. 

You only coast when you are going downhill. 

There are 3 types of people: Those who Do, those 

who watch, those who wonder. 

Personal Accountability allows you to move away from 

a mindset where things happen “to you” in your life without 

your consent or influence and embrace your role in the way 

your life is shaped by moving to a place of true power and 

freedom. 

A CORINTHIAN SPIRIT OF COMPETITION: 

Compete for competition only, no reward except in-

trinsic. 

Rules are clearly defined and must be honored. 

Personal Integrity and honesty reign supreme. 

You are a gracious winner and an even more gracious 

loser. 

At the end of the day, you have done your best, no 

excuses. 

Famous Sailing Ships 

Go Sailing!   

Reliance  

In the first “Famous Ships” article we’ll take a look at 

the yacht built to compete in the 1903 America’s Cup.  The 

vessel was designed and built by Nathanael Herreshoff who 

had previously designed four other cup defenders. 

At the time of this America’s Cup, there was a ninety 

foot rule (waterline).  Nathanael took rules usage to the 

extreme in this case and ultimately built an extremely light, 

radically designed 144’ single purpose competitor.  It had 

extreme overhangs of 28 feet in the bow and 26 feet aft.  

With these massive overhangs, under sail and heeled, its 

waterline jumped from 90 feet up to 130’ giving it a much 

higher potential speed.  Below decks, the Reliance had an 

almost completely open area (approximately 100’ long) 

where crew worked and backstay adjustment, winches and 

mainsheet drum were installed.  It was framed much like an 

airplane with relatively thin T-shaped steel framing with 

bronze plating for a hull and a 1/8” thick aluminum decking 

covered in cork linoleum.  It had no bottom paint; instead 

the bronze hull was highly polished below the waterline.  

The mainsheet was 1000’ long and ran below deck to allow 

the three man crew to operate the drum necessary to trim 

the 4” line.  Steering was accomplished through the use of 

two separate wheels (fore and aft of the binnacle) allowing 

four helmsmen to steer and to use a foot braking system on 

the steering to relieve the strain over an extended distance. 

continued on page 6 



 

Being built for a very specific purpose, it was dangerous to sail the yacht 

above 12 knots as this was the point where it would bury the rail and the light 

weight construction would be in danger.  The boat had little other use and was 

ultimately sold for scrap in 1913.  Interestingly, Herreshoff immediately created 

and proposed a replacement for the waterline based rule which became the Uni-

versal rating.  This rule was based on the boat length, sail area and displacement 

of the boats.  This became the America’s Cup standard until 1937 when it was 

replaced by the International rule. 

 

By the numbers: 

 

* The reported displacement varies between 280k to 380k. 

 

Reference material, images and additional reading: 

http://www.herreshoff.org/news/publications_archives_10_1_2.pdf 

http://abrushwithsail.blogspot.com/2012/07/more-on-reliance.html#!/2012/07/

more-on-reliance.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliance_(yacht) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f8/YachtReliance.jpg 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/

Yacht_Reliance_in_Drydock.jpg 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Reliance_%26_Shamrock_III.jpg 
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Famous Sailing Ships 

continued from page 5 

LOA 144’ Bowsprit to Boom End 201’ 6” 

LWL 90’ Masthead height 199’ 6” 

Beam 25’ 10” Spinnaker Pole 84’ 

Draft 19’ 7” Displacement 280,000#   * 

Crew 66 Ballast 180,000# 

Sail area 16,160 sf. Captain Charles Barr 

    Original Price $174,000 

The article above was contributed by Bud Buckwell. Bud also contributed 

the illustrations on the right depicting an advanced high-wind docking maneuver 

that we tested during 30-knot gusts on Independence Day. Following a rather thor-

ough (and thoroughly soaked skipper) field test of this procedure we have decided 

NOT to recommend it for club use at future events. - ed. 

Here’s a link to a video version of the docking illustration: 

www.lmsc.org/edvid/docking.html 

Boat for Sale: 

 

Hobie 14 asking $1,400 

Contact: Luther Swicegood 

(803) 318-2175 

http://www.herreshoff.org/news/publications_archives_10_1_2.pdf
http://abrushwithsail.blogspot.com/2012/07/more-on-reliance.html#!/2012/07/more-on-reliance.html
http://abrushwithsail.blogspot.com/2012/07/more-on-reliance.html#!/2012/07/more-on-reliance.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliance_(yacht)
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f8/YachtReliance.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Yacht_Reliance_in_Drydock.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Yacht_Reliance_in_Drydock.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Reliance_%26_Shamrock_III.jpg
http://www.lmsc.org/edvid/docking.html


 

Board of Stewards 2012 - 2013 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Mardi Valentino 

Rear Commodore  -  John Rue 

Treasurer  -  Debbie Beck 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Bill Haxton 

Sherie Case 

Chris Mielke 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  

Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  

Web: www.lmsc.org  

Steve Morris, editor 

SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2012 - 2013 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Matthew Snipes 

Entertainment  -  Fran Trapp 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  Bob Walrath 

Training  -  TBA 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

Dock Feasibility Committee  -  Denise Fitzgerald  

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 

 

 

 Rodesiler - August 17 

 

 Intro to Sailing - August 24 

 
 Scots on the Rocks - Flying 

Scot Regatta - Sept. 7 & 8 

 
 USC NROTC Intercollegiate 

Regatta - Sept. 14 

 
 MC Scow  - Bottoms Up II Re-

gatta - Sept. 21 & 22 

 

 


