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ing. We have many tasks to 
manage and we have lots of 
very capable members. 
Matching good people to 
the right tasks lightens the 
burden for everyone and 
ensures that your club as-
sets and benefits are there 
when you need them. 

A significant challenge 
this winter is a planned lake 
drawdown to 350 feet. This 
8 foot drop from the nomi-
nal 358 foot level will defi-
nitely impact many of our 
members in slips. The 350 
foot level is planned for 
December 1, 2013 through 
January 1, 2014. Please 
check details of the draw 
down in a separate an-
nouncement elsewhere in 
this issue. The board and 
affected committees have 
begun contingency planning 
and will be in communica-
tion with affected members. 
We hope to avoid or mini-
mize haul outs by reposi-
tioning docks and judicious 
temporary reassignment of 
slips. Fortunately, the draw 
down will be during the 
colder winter months and 
should lessen the impact of 
the event. 

In the meantime, enjoy 
this great fall sailing and let's 
begin planning for a great 
2014 season.  
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Wonderfully cool dry 
breezes have graced our au-
tumn sailing events this sea-
son. We hosted our annual 
Flying Scot and MC Scow one 
design regattas in September 
when even the light air days 
were mild. Both events were 
well attended by our mem-
bers and by invited guests 
who are definitely ready for a 
reprise in 2014. Those LMSC 
members who participated in 
the LMYRA Outback Cup 
were treated to two days of 
"Chamber of Commerce" 
weather; mild temperatures, 
breezy, and sunny skies. 
Those of you who set out for 
day sails or cruises probably 
had difficulty making your-
selves bring your boats back. 
These are days to remember! 

2013 continues to be a 
busy year for us. With your 
approval of the two measures 
proposed to finance expan-
sion and upgrading of our slip 
capacity, we have applied for 
the requisite funds from First 
Citizen's Bank. Within three 
days of this writing, we antici-
pate final bank review of our 
collateral to be complete and 
the loan documents to be 
signed as soon thereafter as a 
meeting can be arranged. At 
the time of signing, the lien 
on our salable property 
should be removed and we 
can organize a committee to 
take charge of negotiating the 

most advantageous sale. 
The project committee 

will be meeting with the 
dock contractor to begin 
scheduling repair and re-
placement phases. Applica-
tion for permits to construct 
the dock expansion phase 
should be filed before mid 
October. 

The nominating com-
mittee has finalized is nomi-
nations for the 2014 Board 
of Stewards to be presented 
for election in our October 
26 annual meeting. The pro-
posed slate of officers is 
announced elsewhere in this 
issue of the Windword. The 
document providing you 
with an absentee ballot or 
proxy statement will be 
mailed approximately mid 
October. 

The Board of Stewards 
is making effective commit-
tee building a priority, begin-
ning with its October meet-

Upcoming Events 

October 26 - Rodesiler 

October 26 - Annual 
Meeting - 6:30 pm. 5:30 
pm catered dinner 
hosted by LMSC 

November 2 - Rodesiler 

November 16 - Flying 
Scot Championship 

November 17 - MC 
Scow Championship 
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Sail Lake 
Murray! 

Allan Gowans is proud to announce that LMSC sailor, Connor Sweet, was 
recognized for earning a perfect score on the latest Palmetto Achievement 
of State Standards (PASS) test. Cheers to Connor for earning this honor! 



 

MC Scow (and other related) News! 

sional paddles first thing in the morning. 
Close Call! 

After lunch, awards and clean up, 
Ben and Ron squared off again, with Ben 
winning 2 games to 1 for a 4-3 weekend 
advantage of youth over old age and 
treachery! Ron muttered on the way 
out that the “kid” was pretty good and 
he needed to play in Ron’s Thursday 
evening ping pong group. Good thing for 
Ben that he prevailed.  He would not 
have lived this one down! 

Oh Yes, we also had a regatta that 
weekend! 

Cloudy threatening skies greeted 
22 MC Scow sailors on Saturday after-
noon. RC helper (and pilot), Ronnie 
Grant assured us there was no convec-
tion in the ominous weather radar im-
ages, so out we went to good SW 
breezes and choppy conditions. The 
Race Committee headed by Rich Sweet 
set up perfect courses and 3 races were 
completed followed by a great Farm 
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Recently we had some visitors at 
LMSC for some sailing events and in 
the course of discussion, the subject 
of Ping Pong came up! It appears that 
one of our visitors, Ron Wright from 
Catawaba Sailing Club has played a 
little in the course of his sixty some 
years. Never backing away from a 
challenge, our own Ben Connor 
threw down the gauntlet figuring Ron 
would be easy pickings to youth, 
speed, and agility.  Ron accepted the 
challenge and then made mention that 
he needed to get his paddle from his 
car.  A look of alarm spread over 
Ben’s face, as if he were wondering, 
“What do we have here?”  Ron plays 
in a ping pong club every Thursday 
evening and is somewhat proficient! 
With substandard equipment in hand, 
Ben fought Ron to a draw at two 
games apiece. Ben made a quick call 
home securing a promise from Mark 
to bring one of Ben’s own profes-

Boys Bar-B-Que dinner.   
Sunday morning dawned cool and 

clear with fresher breezes out of the 
North, as a cold front passed through 
during the evening. There were a few 
capsizes and a few retirements but some 
great racing! 

Top over all finisher was Lenny 
Krawcheck from Charleston, followed 
by David Hemlick from Florida. We had 
10 boats from out of town, with boats 
from Virginia and Tennessee. As usual, 
LMSC did an outstanding job on RC, 
Race Management, and Regatta Manage-
ment. 

Top LMSC finisher was John Rue in 
6th place, and top Youth sailor was 
Daniel Grant. It might be noted that 
Ryan Gaskin, Tommy Weaver, and Ryan 
Iriel all took on crew as they are serving 
as “mentors” for some of our newer 
youth sailors. 

An excellent time was had by all! 
- Allan Gowans 

Announcement:  Lake Level 

According to Tommy Boozer, 
Manager of the Lake Management 
division, SCANA will begin draw 
down of Lake Murray, presumably for 
maintenance reasons, beginning in 
November 2013.  A SCANA news 
release to that effect has appeared in 

local media. 
According to Mr. Boozer, the 

drawdown starting in November will 
drop the level to 354 feet by midmonth.  
Beginning in mid-November to Decem-
ber 1st, the lake level will drop to 350 
feet and will remain at that level until 

January 1st at which time the level will 
begin to rise to normal seasonal lev-
els.  The rate of rise will very depending 
on rainfall during the refill pe-
riod.  January, February, and possibly 
March levels are likely to be to be lower 
than seasonal norms.                            



 

Scots on the Rocks 2013  

and Kenzie Currie made us proud by 
winning first place in the Youth Divi-
sion. 

Particularly exciting for us was 
the inspiring number of youth sailors 
attending this event. We had a total of 
19 sailors under the age of 20.  These 
young sailors are the future of our 
sport. We extend a special invitation to 
all youth sailors. Please help them 
come and join us next year. 

We hope to re-create the great 
camaraderie of this year’s event and 
get back to our more normal fall 
breezes in 2014. Be sure to join us in 
September on the deep blue waters of 
Lake Murray. 

- Ryan Gaskin 

LMSC and Fleet 158 were 
pleased to welcome Flying Scot sailors 
from every venue. The combination of 
exciting racing, renewing old friend-
ships, and making new friends was a 
truly satisfying experience. Certainly 
one not to be missed, it is exactly 
what Flying Scot One Design racing is 
all about. 

For the crews and supporters of 
the 21 boats who competed in 2013, 
down home Carolina style barbeque 
and the fellowship was great! The 
competition was, well…the competi-
tion was mostly trying to find pres-
sure! A big high settled over our gor-
geous lake, but PRO Chris Mielke 
managed to find a brief “weather win-

dow” on Saturday with 3 to 4 knots and 
a similar one on Sunday. We managed 
three races with lots of place changes in 
each race of the series. With light air 
and shortened courses, there was a 
clear premium on getting good starts 
and clear lanes. 

John Kriedler (WCSC) and Joe 
Brake earned a bullet on day one and 
stayed in the top five on day two to take 
the series. Corky and Molly Hadden 
(BWSC) tied with Eric Aschaffenberg 
(SYC) and Carol Claypool on points, but 
Corky edged out Eric by garnering 1st 
place in race three. John and Kaaren 
Rue (LMSC) flew the local colors to 4th 
place, edging out his son Zachary by 
only one point. Zach, Connor Sweet, 
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Spinnakers can fly even in light breezes. Nineteen Youth Participants! 

Announcement: Nominations 

The LMSC Nominating Commit-
tee proposes the following Flag Offi-
cers and Voting Members for election 
by the membership in our October 
26 Annual Meeting: 

 
Commodore - Ryan Gaskin 
Vice Commodore - Chris Mielke 
Rear Commodore - Rich Sweet 
Secretary - Bud Buckwell 
Treasurer - Bill Haxton 

Voting Members at Large: 
Richard Eaton 
Sherie Case 
Allan Hutto 
William "Skeep" McCoy 
 
The committee wishes to express 

its appreciation to every member who 
was willing to volunteer for service on 
the Board of Stewards. We believe the 
balance of experience and enthusiastic 

new member involvement will serve 
LMSC well in the coming administrative 
year. 

- Ryan Gaskin, Chairman 



 

Board of Stewards 2012 - 2013 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Marti Valentino 

Rear Commodore  -  John Rue 

Treasurer  -  Debbie Beck 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Bill Haxton 

Sherie Case 

Chris Mielke 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 
SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2012 - 2013 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Ray Thompson 

Entertainment  -  Fran Trapp 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

Dock Expansion Committee  -  Sam Iriel  

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• Annual Meeting - October 26 

 (Catered Dinner 5:30 pm- RSVP to Deb
 bie Beck by Wednesday, October 23rd. 
 Email  dbeck@mailbox.sc.edu) 

 

• Rodesiler - October 26 

 

• Rodesiler - November 2 

 

• Flying Scot Championship - 
November 16 

 

• MC Scow Championship -  


