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for providing good informa-
tion based on past draw 
downs, lots of preparatory 
work, organization and con-
duct of remedial action, and 
great communication to our 
members. Thanks also to all 
those who assisted with the 
dock relocation work party. 
Without you, many of our 
slip renters would have 
experienced grounding or 
expensive haul out opera-
tions. 

Your 2014 board is 
already planning for success 
in the coming year. In addi-
tion to the task of creating 
an annual budget, we are 
focusing on building the 
effective and empowered 
standing committees that 
form the backbone of club 
operations. Some of our 
special committees, their 
primary tasks done, will be 
consolidated within the 
appropriate standing com-
mittee and some specific 
tasks, now shown as "break 
out" functions, will fold into 
an appropriate standing 
committee. Our sailing 
committee will be meeting 
in December to begin plan-
ning the 2014 sailing sched-
ule and we hope to have a 
general introductory meet-
ing for all committees as the 
new year begins. 

On behalf of the 2014 
board, please accept our 
best wishes for a truly 
Great Christmas season 
and a terrific New Year. 
May your fondest sailing 
dreams be realized. 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

"Time flies when you 
are having fun!" A hackneyed, 
much used phrase but, if true, 
we surely had lots of fun this 
year! We are but a month 
from the new year, yet it 
seems only a few days ago 
that we won the battle to 
write 2013 on checks in lieu 
of 2012! 

With respect to club 
business, we might para-
phrase "Time flies when you 
are busy." During the past 
administrative year, your 
Board of Stewards and com-
mittees were indeed busy. 
We began by better defining 
our operating budget, then 
planning an ambitious sailing 
and activity schedule for the 
year. In keeping with our 
strategic plan, we formed a 
special committee to explore 
the cost and permitting feasi-
bility of adding slips that will 
allow us to grow our mem-
bership and our revenue 
stream going forward. Our 
application to add up to 10 
slips and 4 side ties is in proc-
ess as of this writing. As an 
outgrowth of this effort, the 
board examined the cost of 
replacing or upgrading exist-
ing dock structures and de-
veloped a financing plan that 
supported the added slips, 
replacement of "C" dock, and 
decking upgrades for "A" and 
"B" docks. Ambitious though 
it is, our membership ap-
proved the plan. Phase one, 
replacement of "C" dock 
should begin in January. Every 
member of our 2013 board 
and our committees has 
earned a well deserved "Well 

done!" for the hard work 
and many volunteer hours 
they contributed. 

Those who attended 
the October Annual Meeting 
were able to see the first 
phase of the attractive new 
flooring project for the club-
house and some well chosen 
new colors for the walls. 
Phase two, carpet replace-
ment, will take place during 
December after repainting 
the walls in the main dining 
and assembly area. Bill Hax-
ton, our Clubhouse Com-
mittee chairman advised that 
the old carpet makes a su-
perlative drop cloth for the 
painting project. Try as I 
might, I can't seem to fault 
that logic! Thanks to Bill, 
Debbie Beck, and Sherie 
Case, (and all their assis-
tants), the key committee 
members who are making 
the house upgrade happen.  

Of course, there is the 
drawdown that will continue 
into the new year. A special 
thanks to Bill Orne Bud 
Buckwell, John Ward, Sam 
Finklea, and Tommy Weaver 

Upcoming Events 

 
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 

 

Jan. 1 - Ice Bowl !!! 

 

Jan. 2 - Lake Level be-
gins Rising! 

 

Jan. 11—Awards Dinner 
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MC Scow Fleet Championship  

Photo from the MC Scow Youth Nationals held earlier this year - contributed by John Rue 

Light winds prevailed on the after-
noon of our MC Scow Fleet Champion-
ships. Five of our usual suspects showed 
up to grind it out. Despite the challeng-
ing conditions five races were com-
pleted. We managed to dodge most of 
the rain, only getting patches of drizzle. 
Race Committee opted to stay in the 
cove and set the course dictated by the 
weather; short, simple windward lee-
ward courses.  

Finding the breeze, as is usual in 
these conditions, proved to be key. 
There were a lot of holes out there and 

I found more than my fair share. It was 
interesting (frustrating) to have your 
boat accelerate in the breeze, only to hit 
a hole and then watch the rest of the 
fleet catch up. Even with less than ideal 
conditions, the racing was close. When 
the lead boat rounded the windward 
mark the remaining fleet was not far 
behind and then there were multiple 
pile ups at the leeward mark.  

Now down to the raw numbers: 
John Rue ended up on top winning three 
of the five races which may not bode 
well for my theory: “There were a lot of 

holes out there”.  Next in line was 
another Rue, Zach taking one win and 
sailing consistently up front for a sec-
ond place overall finish. Ryan Gaskin, 
Myself, and Tommy Weaver found 
our only comfort in an all too familiar 
cheer as we gritted our teeth and 
hollered, “Wait ‘til next year!” 

See ya’ll at the Ice Bowl on Janu-
ary 1st. That’s right - next year is just 
around the corner! 

Ben Conner 
 

 

Go Sailing!   



 

Flying Scot Fleet Championship  

The youth would also like to 
thank LMSA and Allan Gowans for 
the time and effort that they put into 
our lives, not just helping us become 
better sailors but also better people.  

If you are interested in learning 
more about the Flying Scot and the 
sailing opportunities this boat offers 
please contact John Rue, Fleet Captain, 
Flying Scot Fleet 158. 

Josh & Zack Rue 
 

Top finishes in the Flying Scot 
Championship were Zack & Josh Rue 
in first place, Ryan Gaskin, Ryan Iriel & 
Landon Louthian in second, Rich Sweet 
& Allan Bayshore in third, John & 
Kaaren Rue in fourth, and Tommy & 
Debbie Weaver in fifth. 

The LMSC Flying Scot Fleet 158 
Championship was held on November 
16. This year there was an excellent 
turnout of twelve boats compared to 
seven last year. The fleet has experi-
enced great growth and involvement 
over the 2013 sailing year.  

When we arrived at the club the 
wind was extremely light and out of 
the northeast. We were able to get in 
four races throughout the day. In the 
first two races there was light breeze 
out of the northeast that slowly de-
creased to nothing by the end of the 
second race. There was a brief fifteen 
minute wait, and then the winds filled 
in out of the southwest at a nice 3-5 
knots. The key to success on the wa-
ter was to stay in the pressure and be 

on the lifted tack.  
One of our favorite racing tactics 

is to listen to Pandora Radio to keep us 
from going insane when the wind is 
light.  

Race Committee did a fantastic job 
getting the courses set in such challeng-
ing conditions. Thanks to Bud Sweet, 
Chris and Sarah Mielke and Skeep 
McCoy for dedicating their time to the 
Flying Scot Fleet and putting on a won-
derful day of sailing.  

After a challenging day on the wa-
ter we headed to the shore for a deli-
cious meal with burgers and dogs pre-
pared by John Rue; aka “Papa John”. 
Whoever made the banana pudding, it 
was quite delicious and our tummies 
thank you.  
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Even in light breezes a regatta is a panorama of beauty - photo by Skeep McCoy - Another beauty by Skeep appears below. 
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On Catboats, the Wooden Boat School, and Sailing the Maine Coast  

A catboat, in this context, is a 
Cape Cod Catboat. A catboat is half as 
wide as it is long, has a single mast 
stepped very close to the bow, and a 
gaff rigged sail. A catboat has a large, 
comfortable cockpit and great form 
stability. All boats have some issues and 
catboats have three. They want to start 
sailing as soon as the sail is up. They can 
exhibit a strong weather helm in some 
conditions. And while intentional jibes 
are interesting, unexpected jibes can be 
a thrill! 

The Wooden Boat School is lo-
cated in Brooklin, Maine. It offers a vari-
ety of classes to include boatbuilding, 
seamanship, and many other courses 
ranging from bronze casting to marine 
photography. It has been described as a 
boat centered summer camp for adults 
and I have enjoyed it very much over 
the past four years. Last year, they of-
fered a course on catboats, and I 
jumped on it. 

During the week, we had access to 

several catboats, ranging from the 12 ft. 
Beetle cats, a 17 ft Catboat 
(“Shenaninganz”), and two immaculately 
restored 22-24 ft antique catboats 
(“Rugosa” and “Sea Robin”).  Each 
morning began with an hour of class-
room instruction/discussion and then 
we spent the rest of the day on the 
boats. Sailing on the Maine coast is a 
little different from sailing on Lake 
Murray. There are rocks and shoals to 
be avoided (navigation by compass and 
chart becomes important), tides, occa-
sional fog, and lobster pots. The class 
consisted of 6 people and an instructor. 
Experience ranged from two lake sailors 
to a lady who had recently single handed 
an Ericson 32 from California to Maine. 
One student steered, one trimmed, two 
navigated and two admired the scenery. 
Every 20 minutes, the jobs rotated. The 
only rule was that no one but the in-
structor could instruct. We sailed, 
reefed, anchored, learned to navigate, 
and had a grand time.   

I will cherish two memories. The 
first is sailing out of Eggemogin Reach 
into Penobscot Bay. On one side is a 
restored light house and keepers 
house. On the other is a series of 
green hills in front of a range of Blue 
Mountains. The day was perfect and 
the view was spectacular in every 
direction. The second was sailing 
through lobster pots in the fog. The 
fog was grey, the water was nearly 
black, and the pot buoys were many 
different colors. It was quiet and the 
world shrank to 100 yards or so in 
every direction. We knew where we 
were, navigated from buoy (yes, there 
was a GPS on board, but we never 
used it), and never heard or saw an-
other boat. Beautiful! 

If you have a chance to sail the 
Maine coast, sail in a catboat, or at-
tend the Wooden Boat School, I sug-
gest that you take it! 

John Trussel 
 

Rugosa 
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Thistle Nationals 

The 2013 Thistle Nationals were 
held at Sandusky Sailing Club on Lake 
Erie in Ohio in August with 109 This-
tles participating from all parts of the 
country. The competitors are divided 
into two fleets: Championship and 
President’s division. After the first 
three races, the top 50 boats com-
pete in the Championship division. 
They carry their scores for the first 
three finishes forward through a 
seven race schedule with no throw 
outs. The President’s division starts 
over and is scored for four races. In 
addition to the 109 boats in the Na-
tionals, there were also twelve This-
tles competing in the Women’s Na-
tionals, and eleven boats in the Junior 
Nationals. 

Mike Ingham #3969 commented 
that the reason for the record turn-
out is simple: “The Thistle Class is 
social and fun whether you finish 1st 

or 109th”.  Mike presented the following 
information illustrating the make-up of 
the regatta and sailors: One third of the 
competitors were 30 yrs. and younger. 
54-Thistles had two or more family 
members. Most were couples. Eight of 
the top ten finishers had two or more 
family members. There were boats with 
three generations of family members 
sailing. Over half of the fleet camped 
and tent city was huge and fun. There 
was a fairly even mix of guys and girls. 
Most participants are lifelong friends, 
and the Nationals is like a huge annual 
family reunion. In addition to the com-
petitors, there were lots of babies, baby 
sitters, and grandparents involved. 

I was surprised at the attendance, 
and after 68 years the Thistle Class is 
alive and well on the National scene, 
and in the Southeast. There are ten ma-
jor Thistle regattas in the Southeast 
including the Mid-Winters in St. Peters-

burg, FL, and there are good camping 
facilities at most of the clubs.  Just a 
guess, but I think that over half of the 
sailors are 40 and younger with a few 
competitive teen-age skippers. Youth is 
wasted on the young. My antique knees 
snap, crackle and pop on the tacks, but 
that is why they make Aleve. 

Our old Thistle #2143 has seen 
action from Florida to Lake Erie, and we 
have probably sailed it 50,000+ miles 
over forty years if you count the day 
sailing and total time on the water dur-
ing regattas. With a little luck it will be 
back to competitive condition by the 
Spring of 2014, and be available to in-
trepid sailors who want to day sail or 
race in the LMSC club races.   

Be aware that the Surgeon General 
has warned that Thistles are addictive, 
and can cause groovy buns. 

Good Sailing to you! 
Bob Lockwood 

Photo from LMSC 2013 Thistle Bottoms Up - contributed by John Rue 



 

Board of Stewards 2013 - 2014 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Rear Commodore  -  Rich Sweet 

Treasurer  -  Bill Haxton 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Allen Hutto 

Sherie Case 

Skeep McCoy 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 
SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2013 - 2014 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Ray Thompson 

LMYRA Liason - Bud Sweet 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

  

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• Ice Bowl - January 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Awards Dinner—January 11 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


