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Public notice has already 
been filed and the 15 day 
comment period passed 
with no public comment. 
Approval, for us, is a "wait 
and see" game for now. 

In conversations with 
several members, LMSA, 
and our Grounds Chairman, 
we will be making a strong 
effort to reclaim additional 
beach area for general rec-
reational use by members 
and for youth sailing. We 
have already cleared "scrub" 
growth on the point and 
plan to sand the entire 
beach area later in the 
spring. With regular effort 
and relatively little expense, 
we can make this area one 
of the most scenic and func-
tional beaches on Lake 
Murray. 

The Board of Stew-
ards is engaged in building  
effective committees to 
carry out the diversity of 
jobs that keep our club 
functioning and help en-
hance our LMSC member 
experiences. When Chris 
Mielke and Rich Sweet ap-
proach you about helping 
out please be ready to 
serve in whatever capacity 
you can. Strong committees 
make a healthy, vigorous 
club and make our club and 
our chosen sport much 
more enjoyable. 

Spring is almost here! 
Be prepared! 
 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Please accept my best 
wishes for a Happy and pros-
perous New Year. 2014 
promises to be busy at LMSC 
with plenty of sailing activities 
planned and sufficient pro-
jects to keep us all active. 
With the 2013/2014 lake 
drawdown, jockeying our 
docks around to keep all our 
boats afloat has kept the dock 
work team hopping. 

Our scheduling commit-
tee for sailing activities has 
worked to publish dates for 
signature LMSC events, in-
cluding Sailfest, the Bottoms 
Up, Scots on the Rocks, and 
Bottoms Up II. Expect to 
hear more details from our 
Sailfest Committee, headed 
by Chris Mielke, about our 
2014 event on April 26th and 
please plan to participate in 
support of this great "season 
opener". These special 
events, along with the Rode-
siler schedule, are now 
posted on the LMSC on-line 
calendar. Sailing Chairman 
John Rue will be working to 
publish Sailing Instructions 
soon for this year's club se-
ries. 

The dock upgrade and 
expansion project, begun last 
year, will proceed in phases. 
A completely new "C" dock 
has been constructed at the 
builder's site and will be 
floated in place, probably in 
March.  Originally scheduled 
for January, the dock commit-
tee requested a 1.5 month 
delay in the hope that an 

amendment to our dock 
construction permit can be 
approved in time for us to 
build to the amended specifi-
cation. Given the success we 
experienced by "bumping 
out "A" and C" docks 
twenty feet during the draw-
down, we have asked for 
permission to make these 
extensions permanent. With 
no impact to navigation or 
intrusion on our neighbors 
projected property lines 
resulting from the change, 
we anticipate the request 
will be approved. Timing of 
the approval process is un-
certain.  We have commit-
ted to assembly of the re-
built "C" dock no later than 
March even if we must relo-
cate it at a later time. A 
complete upgrade of the 
electrical service to "C" 
dock is included in the con-
tract. 

The permit to con-
struct new slips extending 
from "B" dock is in process. 

Upcoming Events 

 
February 14 - St. Valen-
tine’s Day 

 

February 21 - LMYRA 
Spring Skippers Meeting 

 

February 22 - Popcorn, 
Pizza & Movie Night 

 

March 1 - Flying Scot 
Sailing 
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Sail Lake 
Murray! 

“To be at one with the wind is to be at home in the world” 

- Richard Bode 



 

LMSC Annual Awards! 
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Jolly John Rue accepts the LMSC Sailor of the Year 

award from Allan Gowans 
Bashful Bud Buckwell accepts the Commodore’s Service Award 

from Ryan Gaskin 

Happy Ryan Iriel accepts the Most Improved Sailor 

award from Allan Gowans 

Friendly Fran Trapp accepts the Keelboat Rodesiler Champion 

award from John Rue 

 

(not pictured—Bud Sweet was the Dinghy Rodesiler Champion) 



 

LMSC Awards! (continued) 
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Proud Papa John presents Flying Scot Champion awards to Zach & Josh Rue 

Amiable Allan Gowans presents the MC Scow Champion award to Jovial John Rue 
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LMSA Definition of Sailing 

Sailing: 
Helps You Think!   Helps You Learn!   Is Challenging!   Is Physically Demanding!   Is Mentally Taxing!   

Builds Self Reliance!   Teaches you to cope with Change!   Encourages Responsibility & Accountability!   
Is about making Adversity your Friend! 

 
But most of all, Sailing is FUN! 

LMSC Awards! (continued) 

Smiling Sam Iriel proudly displays his Special LMSA Award 

 

Sam has contributed energetically in support of the youth sailing program all year. Sam, who earned the nick-

name “Big Dog” will have the next LMSA Flying Scot, to be named “Big Dog”, christened in his honor. 



 

Storm at Sea!  

on. “25, 28, 30, 32!” I yelled to Captain 
Jack who was but a few feet from me. 
Wind and rain were blowing sideways. 
The boat was extremely high on the 
water one moment and alarmingly low 
the next. After a couple of hours, I 
remember going down below and mak-
ing my way to the forward berth. All I 
can say about the noise is that when a 
wave would hit, it sounded like the 
boat had slammed into something sta-
tionary. No chance to sleep or walk or 
move about with the boat pitching so 
wildly. What do you do? You find a 
corner and sit tight and wait. Finally, 
the storm abated, the water slowly 
calmed and we began to dry out. It was 
the highlight of the trip. Next cruise I’ll 
be hoping for blue skies and fair winds.  

- Richard Eaton 

This past June I had the opportu-
nity to take the ASA course Offshore 
Passagemaking from Bermuda to Nor-
folk aboard an Island Packet with the 
Maryland School of Sailing and Sea-
manship. The prerequisites included 
the earlier coastal cruising and naviga-
tion courses which I had taken in 
Florida over the past few years. One 
prerequisite that I still needed was 
celestial navigation. So I spent an un-
told number of hours learning celes-
tial navigation as a home study course. 
(I highly recommend the online ver-
sion instead.)  

Anyway, we spent a couple of 
nights in Bermuda learning about sea 
anchors and a few of the other things 
that you should be familiar with hun-
dreds of miles out in the ocean. One 
evening during dinner our captain had 

each of us share what we hoped to 
learn or to do on the voyage. I said I 
hoped that we would encounter a big 
storm. I figured, if you’re going to be 
sailing blue water, you’ll have a few 
storms and so why not experience the 
first one with a capable captain and 
crew? 

About 300 miles from the mainland 
I got my wish! As the wind went from 
15 knots to 25+ we reefed the main and 
the headsail to around 30%. Everyone 
donned their foulies and took stations 
with Captain Jack at the helm. This is 
when the Old Salt came alive. The sur-
face became a mixture of swells and 
waves that were both impressive and 
intimidating. My job was to call out the 
wind speed every few seconds. The 
wind blew like hell, the waves came 
crashing into the cockpit, and we held 
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Board of Stewards 2013 - 2014 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Rear Commodore  -  Rich Sweet 

Treasurer  -  Bill Haxton 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Allen Hutto 

Sherie Case 

Skeep McCoy 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 
SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Page 6 

Staff/Committee Chairs 2013 - 2014 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Bill Gordon 

Entertainment  -  Sue Johnson 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Safety - John Kester 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Bud Sweet 

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• Movie Night - February 22 

 

• Daylight Savings - March 9 

 

• First Rodesiler - March 15 

 

• Chili Cook Off - March 15 

 

• Second Rodesiler - April 5 

 

• Sailfest - April 26 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


