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committee has the re-
sources, knowledge, and 
committee structure to 
promote continuity and 
consistency of mission from 
year to year.  Committees 
are the organic core of our 
club.  With these dedicated 
volunteers, our mission to 
promote a great community 
of sailors and provide the 
best possible sailing venue, 
will be realized now and 
into the future.  In the spirit 
of making our sport afford-
able by doing for ourselves, 
stand ready to help when 
the Committee Chair 
comes calling.  The rewards 
are well worth the effort. 

We are still in the 
information gathering stage 
with respect to the pro-
posed sale of unused LMSC 
property.  Several of our 
members are cooperating 
to establish costs associated 
with the subdivision process 
and sales potential.  Sources 
for this information include, 
Lexington County, local 
land developers, and local 
real estate professionals.  
The volunteers assisting in 
this effort will be invited to 
serve on a temporary com-
mittee to address our sales 
strategy going forward. 

Meanwhile, I remind 
you that Spring is magic.  It 
only happens once a year!  
Get out there and enjoy it! 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Though there exists a 
clear element of risk associ-
ated with making predictions, 
I shall hazard my guess that 
Spring appears, finally, to be 
here!  The Rodesiler and 
LMYRA racing series are well 
under way and the weather 
for most of these events, with 
one notable exception, has 
offered up some great and 
sometimes challenging sailing. 

Too, we have been 
graced with a weather win-
dow that allowed our con-
tractor to complete the "C" 
dock replacement project.  
We are very pleased with the 
result.  Even if you don't keep 
your boat in one of our slips, 
you will certainly appreciate 
the quality and the aesthetics 
this upgrade adds to the club.  
We have added a "Dock Pro-
ject" page to our website that 
members can check for cur-
rent information about pro-
gress on other phases of the 
overall dock upgrade and 
expansion.  For information 
on waitlist and slip assign-
ments, refer your enquiries 
to Bill Gordon, our Slip As-
signment Chairman. 

In addition to a prolif-
eration of flowers, the bur-
geoning green of new leaves, 
and the siren call of prime 
lake sailing weather, spring 
creates a general "awakening" 
of the human psyche.  We 
humans are more than ready 
to exchange "cabin fever", 
winter's enforced ennui, for 
the freedom of outdoor ac-

tivity.  Sailfest is the LMSC 
response to this seasonal 
emancipation.  Our 2014 
Sailfest flyer is prominently 
featured on our website's 
home page and is alternately 
"pinned" to the top of the 
LMSC facebook page with 
our Introduction to Sailing 
spring promotion.  Encour-
age your neighbors, friends, 
and associates to share in 
our spring renewal activities 
by printing and displaying 
these flyers or by tagging 
them on facebook. Then, 
prepare yourselves to help 
the Sailfest Team create the 
kind of signal event we need 
to capture the interest of 
our guests.  Show these 
winter refugees the liberat-
ing influence of sailing. 

Spring also heralds an 
up-tick in the club's opera-
tional activities.  Commit-
tees, in our March kickoff 
meeting, are taking responsi-
bility for establishing a work-
ing model that ensures each 

Upcoming Events 

 
April 26 - SAILFEST 

 

April 26 - MC Scow Re-
gatta 

 

May 17 - Rodesiler 

 

May 24 - FS Fleet Event 

 

May 25 - MC Scow Rac-
ing 

 

June 14 - Shrimp Boil 
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Sail Lake 
Murray! 

“To me, nothing made by man is more beautiful than a sailboat under way in fine weather, and 

to be on that sailboat is to be as close to heaven as I expect to get.” 

- Robert Manry 



 

Flying Scot Fleet  Report 
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Flying Scot Sailors - It’s time to 
get out on the water!  We have a 
busy schedule planned for the spring 
so mark your calendars.  Sunday, April 
27th - Flying Scot fleet racing.  Gather 
around noon.  First race will start 
around 1pm.   

May 2nd through Sunday May 
4th - Great 48 regatta at Lake Nor-
man in Charlotte, NC. 

The Great 48 at Lake Norman is always 
a fun regatta.  This year, before the re-
gatta, Greg Fisher will be putting on an 
"on the water" sailing seminar.  The 
seminar will be at 11:30am on Friday, 
May 2nd.  This is a rare opportunity, 
everyone should plan to attend if you 
can.  All the info on this regatta can be 
found at http://
www.lakenormanyachtclub.com 

May 17th and 18th - Grits and 
Haggas Regatta at Lake Keowee near 
Clemson, SC.  We have a couple of 
boats planning to travel to this regatta. 
Saturday, May 24th - Flying Scot fleet 
racing. Gather at 10am.  First race will 
start around 11am.  Contact John Rue 
for more information. 
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The purpose of the Lake Murray 
Sailing is to promote youth sailing on 
Lake Murray South Carolina by, engaging 
area youth in sailing activities to insure 
competency, fostering the sport of sail-
ing as a lifelong activity and utilizing the 
skill sets required for one-design sailing 
and racing as a template for the develop-
ment of leadership and life skills. Our 
goal is to produce championship people 
first, if we produce a championship 
sailor in the process, all the better. 

LMSA has developed a ten-level 
program that allows our students to 
achieve measurable goals. The levels are 
Novice-1, Novice-2, Intermediate-1, 
Intermediate-2, Advanced-1, Advanced-
2, Camp Volunteer, Camp Counselor, 
Camp Sailing Instructor, and Sailing In-
structor. Each level is designed to pro-
mote competency at that level before a 
student advances. The skill sets are not 
easy and are only signed off when they 
become demonstrated habits rather 
than onetime occurrences. 

Summer Camp is the entry level 
for all activities. Nine camp sessions are 
open to the public for fee based instruc-
tion. We have a high ratio of instructors 
to students. One instructor may be re-
sponsible for as few as two students. 
The camp is not designed to make 
money, but rather to promote sailing 
and build skills. Camp instructors are 
former summer camp students who 
have progressed through the ten levels 
of achievement. Students, who have 
achieved the level of Camp Counselor, 
Camp Sailing Instructor, and Sailing In-
structor, are paid for their services. The 
Instructors are all High School level and 
relate very well to the summer campers 
under their supervision. The Instructors 
report to the Assistant Camp Director 
(chosen from their ranks each year) who 
in turn reports to the Camp Director, a 

volunteer adult US Sailing Certified in-
structor. The Assistant Camp Director 
must plan, delegate, supervise, and man-
age his or her staff. Using our ten step 
development program, our Instructors, 
including the Assistant Camp Director 
are learning as they are teaching! The 
expectations placed on our camp in-
structors are demanding and camp rules 
are non-negotiable. With children on 
the water, safety and accountability are 
paramount. 

At the conclusion of each camp 
session, the instructors must review the 
day’s activities, plan for the next day, 
evaluate students’ progress, create chal-
lenging levels of activity for students 
who have A&A (Attitude and Aptitude), 
repair boats and equipment, and fuel all 
support watercraft. 

Camp sessions are one week, last-
ing from eight until noon daily. By the 
end of the week, many students are 
learning to compete and understand 
basic racing procedures. On Friday, a 
number of races are completed where 
ribbons are passed out during a recogni-
tion and awards luncheon. The social 
activity helps wrap up the week with 
good fun. 

At the end of summer camp, we 
hold a Top Gun Sailing School where 
students who excelled in the camp ses-
sions are invited to attend. This week is 
a more competitive week of sailing, al-
lowing students to develop additional 
skills and hopefully develop a desire to 
progress through the ten level program 
that can lead to eligibility as a camp sail-
ing instructor.  

The LMSA instructor-level stu-
dents sail on a year round basis. The 
association has ten competitive MC 
Scows, and four Flying Scots, all of 
which are race ready and competitive. 
LMSC has active fleets of both MC 

Scows and Flying Scots. The LMSA boats 
are part of both fleets and participate in 
LMSC and Fleet activities. The LMSA 
student-instructors compete on an 
equal footing against LMSC adults. One 
Design sailing and racing involves goal 
setting, strategy, tactics, recognizing and 
adapting to change, decision making, 
determination, discipline, responsibility, 
accountability, teamwork, honesty, in-
tegrity, sportsmanship, learning to win 
and to lose graciously, respect, perse-
verance, judgment, confidence, and 
commitment. We call this character 
education. Leadership and life skills are 
made of these same components. 

Currently our training program 
ends at the local club level. LMSA sailors 
have plenty of outstanding sailing with 
the local fleets at the fleet and club level 
racing series and training programs. We 
are looking at options to expand the 
program. When the students move on, 
they may sail in college, but when they 
return, they will have a place to call 
home, familiar boats to sail, and sailors 
of all ages to associate with. Sailors who 
develop a passion for the sport are not 
confined to age groups. The basics are 
simple, embrace the sport and culture. 
Give back and share. 

We have a small but unique youth 
program at LMSC through the LMSA 
Sailing program. We have taken many of 
our youth and LMSA boats to out of 
town regattas. Not only do our young 
sailors demonstrate their skills on the 
water, but the real proof of the pudding 
is the on shore behavior of our youth 
which draws the attention of sailors 
from many other clubs. Our character 
education shows! We have had numer-
ous inquiries regarding our program 
from all areas of the US. LMSC/LMSA is 
well represented!! 

- Allan Gowans 



 

Board of Stewards 2013 - 2014 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Rear Commodore  -  Rich Sweet 

Treasurer  -  Bill Haxton 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Allen Hutto 

Sherie Case 

Skeep McCoy 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 
SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Page 6 

Staff/Committee Chairs 2013 - 2014 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Bill Gordon 

Entertainment  -  Sue Johnson 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Safety - John Kester 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Bud Sweet 

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• Sailfest - April 26 

 

• Intro to Sailing - May 10 

 

• Rodesiler - May 17 & 31 

 

• FS Fleet Event - May 24 

 

• MC Scow Racing - May 25 

 

• Shrimp Boil - June 14 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


