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excited to participate in this 
event in the impressive 
venue at the Sailing Center, 
near the USS Yorktown 
(carrier), the USS Clama-
gore (sub), and the USS 
Laffey (destroyer).  

Summer sailing camp 
starts in June capped by the 
"Top Gun" competition the 
2nd week of August. This 
leads to our traditional 
LMSC fall regattas. The 
Scots on the Rocks regatta 
has attracted a steadily 
growing base of visiting par-
ticipants the first weekend 
of September. The Bottoms 
Up II, held September 20th 
and 21st, this year will be 
great practice for the MC 
Scow Nationals starting on 
September 25th at the Au-
gusta Sailing Club. 

We haven't even an-
nounced our new mem-
bers-only instruction pro-
gram yet, but keep an ear 
to the ground. We have 
members who are commit-
ted to learning the basics of 
sailing, instructors commit-
ted to mentoring, and we 
have a plan to be an-
nounced soon! 
Meantime, be advised. Sail-
ing is weather dependent. 
You need to be on your 
boat when the weather is 
cooperating! It's OK to 
check "Weather Bug", but 
you can only know the pre-
vailing conditions if you are 
within sight of your boat. 
Come on down every 
chance you get!  
 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

By now, everyone is 
aware that "C" dock has been 
completely rebuilt and that 
the replacement slips are 20 
feet further offshore to bet-
ter accommodate slip renters 
during lake draw downs. Al-
though we did have to add a 
few cleats after the project 
was completed, (Thank you 
Bud Buckwell) the new dock 
is an attractive and welcome 
upgrade. 

Our complete permit 
packet for the proposed addi-
tional slips extending off "B" 
dock has been submitted by 
SCANA to the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) for final approval, a 
process expected take about 
3 months. Updated informa-
tion about the permit process 
with our preliminary plan for 
construction of the new facil-
ity and upgrading "A" and "B" 
dock is available on the web-
site. Log on to the "Members 
Area" then click on the 
"Dock Project" link under 
"Member Services". 

Finding comparable 
properties similar to the par-
cel LMSC proposes to sell has 
been a challenge for the 
Board, but a decision will be 
made soon as to the asking 
price and whether commis-
sioning the services of a real 
estate agent may be in our 
best interest to help find the 
right buyer for a somewhat 
unusual land parcel. 

Other projects under 
discussion are replacement of 
the non-functional HVAC 
unit downstairs, establishing 
maximum boat length and 
displacement acceptable in 

LMSC slips, and a review of 
our constitution and by 
laws. Our last comprehen-
sive review was in 2008. We 
hope to conduct such a re-
view every 5 years. 

LMYRA competitors 
from LMSC have completed 
the spring series, Flying Scot 
Fleet 158 has very capably 
represented LMSC in spring 
regattas at Lake Norman 
and Lake Keowee, and the 
Rodesiler series is moving 
into the heart of the 2014 
season. With these, some 
local fleet events, and youth 
sailing, we are heavily com-
mitted to our club's mission 
to promote sailing on Lake 
Murray. 

Out Thistlers are pre-
paring to host our first 2014 
invitational regatta, "The 
Bottoms Up", the weekend 
of June 7th and 8th. Hosting 
this event is a long standing 
tradition at LMSC. 

June will see the youth 
sailors participating in a  
clinic hosted by the Charles-
ton College racing team, 
directed by Greg Fisher. The 
kids and the chaperones are 

Upcoming Events 

 
June 7&8 - Bottoms Up! 

 

June 14 - Shrimp Boil ! 

 

June 21 - Rodesiler 

 

July 4 - FS Sail & Cook-
out. 
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Bottoms Up! - Thistle Regatta 
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The Southeast Thistles are gathering at 
LMSC June 7th and 8th for another five 
race series and annual Bottoms UP re-
gatta. This promises to be some high 
level racing with 4 or 5 Thistle sailors 
who sail in the top 10 at the Nationals, 
and could win the Nationals. Last year 
there were 106 Thistles at the Nationals 

so it is a very competitive group of sail-
ors. It is normal to have 3-generations 
sailing together or as competitors. It is 
not unusual for someone to start crew-
ing at 8 or 9 and have a boat in their late 
teens, and sail against their fathers and 
grandfathers. If you want to join in the 
social party and Farm Boys dinner and 

meet the sailors, meal tickets are avail-
able during the registration on Saturday 
June 7th from 10:00 to 11:30 AM. The 
social party is at 5:30 and the dinner is 
served at 6:30. If you are interested in 
crewing, contact Bob Lockwood (803) 
917-4160.    

- Bob Lockwood 

Grits N’ Haggis Flying Scot Regatta 

Debbie and I went to the Grits ‘N 
Haggis at Keowee Sailing Club. We left 
on Friday and got up there and set up 
the boat. Then we enjoyed the real rea-
son we went, we sat in the rocking 
chairs on the deck and looked at the 
mountains and enjoyed the cool, fresh 
air. It was very clear and you could see 
mountains in GA, NC and SC. We met 
some nice people from Alabama and 
enjoyed hors’ d'oeuvres. 

On Saturday, the forecast was for 
winds to be around 4 with gusts to 5. 
That’s what it was when we launched 
and went to the skipper’s meeting. When 
we got out on the water the wind went 
to a steady 12 with gusts to 15 – 20.  It 
stayed that way for the whole day. We 
ran 4...yes 4...long twice around races. It 
was probably the hardest day of sailing 
we have ever done. We have been in 
higher winds, but not for that long. The 

racing was awesome. We concentrated 
on getting good starts and we hit the line 
with speed every race. We had a 3, 7, 4, 
6 and ended the day in 5th. I was so tired, 
I could hardly breathe! There was a great 
dinner with roasted pork loin and salad 
and for dessert, strawberry short cake 
with real whipped cream! Needless to 
say, we did not need a lullaby to go to 
sleep! 

Sunday morning brought cool tem-
peratures and rain. I tried to bribe the 
race committee to not go out, but they 
did anyway. It turned out to be perfect 
racing weather. No sun and breeze 
around 8 -10. We had 2 very challenging 
races with huge wind shifts. The winners 
were able to guess where the most ve-
locity was. We didn’t guess so well. We 
had a 7 and a 9 and ended up 5th overall. 
This is the first out of town trophy we 
have won. It is a good feeling getting that 

trophy. I am definitely addicted! 
The highlight (or lowlight for one 

guy), of the regatta was that a guy 
brought a ‘personal drone’ with a camera 
to film some of the racing. This thing was 
neat! It was a quadrocopter with a round 
camera as a payload in the center. He 
showed us how it worked by launching 
off the deck and taking a video of the 
clubhouse. The plan was to launch it off 
the back of a pontoon and film the starts 
of the races. At the first race warning 
signal he launched from the boat, a big 
gust hit it and wham! it hit the boat and 
fell in the water.  A $1500 toy dropped 
to the bottom of Lake Keowee! He did-
n’t appear too upset when telling us 
about it at supper. He had already or-
dered another one from the internet.  

- Tommy Weaver 
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Rodesiler #3 May 17 

It was a great day to be sailing. 
Good wind for most of the day, but not 
too much. It was sunny and cool, and got 
a bit chilly at the end. We had three 
windward/leeward (twice around) races 
that averaged 32 to 45 minutes each and 
the first boat to the weather mark was in 
the 8 to 10 minute time frame.  

The wind was up and down be-
tween 5 to 13 MPH, and for the three 
races shifted about 180-degrees from 
South to North with plenty of shifts in 
each race for everyone. We had one 

Thistle, four MC’s, one San Juan, and no 
cruising boats. In the last race it looked 
like we might get some rough weather, 
but it passed to the North and delivered 
some 12-14 MPH puffs. 

Sherie Case and Sue Johnson did a 
great job on the committee boat han-
dling the times and flags, re-positioning 
the boat for all three races. Bill Haxton, 
and David Reddy got a workout setting 
and re-setting the weather mark, but we 
ended up with good courses, and a rea-
sonably square line.  Although the wind 

backed 180-degrees it held for each race, 
and after the race backed 90-degrees in 
each of the last two races. The wind ap-
peared to cycle 90-degrees on schedule 
for each race to make sure the R/C got 
some exercise. 

Allen Gowans took 1st in his MC, 
Ben Connor captured 2nd in an MC, and 
Bud Sweet finished 3rd in his Thistle. 
Many thanks to R/C and sailors for an-
other good day sailing.   

- Bob Lockwood 

Rodesiler picture from the LMSC facebook page - Same series, but not the same day. 

“To reach a port we must sail, sometimes with the wind, and sometimes against it. But we must not drift or lie at anchor.” 

- Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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Sailing Stories 

We escaped to the bejeweled wa-
ters of the Caribbean a few weeks ago. 
Sailing with our friends, Hugo and 
Sharon, expats to the UK Island of Tor-
tola, we arrived with fanfare and pleasure 
to the balmy temps of Nanny Cay and 
set sail aboard “Buff” the 41’ Beneteau 3 
cabin design and began our “tour” of the 
Islands we have become so enamored 

with since having our yacht with the 
Moorings there for five years. 
And the trip was just “pre hurricane sea-
son”. We noticed that the meteorologi-
cal signs were quite evident and indicat-
ing that the storms were boiling a bit. 
But we managed to squeeze out a bit of 
gentle winds during a week with our 
friends. Throughout the week, I had 

mentioned that I wanted to see just one 
thing...dolphins. After sailing here since 
2004, I’d never had dolphins grace our 
bow. I could hope, but that was about all 
I could do. Photo below is our Skipper 
and 1st Mate, great friends from several 
years of sailing with the Moorings.   



 

Sailing Stories (continued)  
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Our plan was to lollygag from Coo-
per Island to the Baths, then off to Ma-
rina Cay (Pusser’s Restaurant location) 
and then on to Virgin Gorda, then Ane-
gada Reef, return to Jost van Dyke (and 
Foxy’s) and back to Tortola via the Nor-
man Island Bight. 

With friends, we caught up nightly, 
with a great table of delights cooked up 
by our 1st Mate Sharon, and then cigars. I 
had told the Skipper, Hugo, I’d bring a 
selection of cigars. I brought two cigars 
for every night aboard. This way we 
could sample the choices together each 
evening. We enjoyed the gentle winds 

but hoped for more. Not yet. 
Sailing past Necker Island, we made 

our way to Anegada Reef, and the shal-
low moorings at that location.  Some-
times your keel kisses the bottom at 
Anegada. We awoke to another day of 
gentle winds and so much so that we 
abandoned our sail plan for the iron 
genny and made our way in calm to still 
seas towards Jost van Dyke, about 15 to 
20 nautical miles. Get the sunscreen! 

Somewhere about half way towards 
Jost, Skipper Hugo yelled “Dolphins!” 
And I immediately grabbed my Nikon, 
set it on automatic, and headed for the 

bow. Suddenly the playful dogs of the sea 
had joined our passage and began to play, 
rolling over and looking at us with their 
happy eyes. It was a magical arrival! Since 
the winds had been so fickle, I’d given 
myself up for a deck monkey and didn’t 
care if I touched the helm at all. It was 
balmy and calm, and in the azure water 
appeared these happy characters of the 
sea. I was tempted to jump in and join 
them. They were so close that the spray 
from their breaths tossed into the air. 
My camera was clicking like crazy and I 
felt this was the highlight of our trip. 

   

So there we were, close enough to 
touch the dolphins and we reveled in 
their appearance! They say it’s a good 
omen to see these kids at sea. And we 
couldn’t stop talking about them frolick-

ing in the brilliant waters. After only 
maybe five minutes of play, they lost in-
terest and found something else to do. 
We motored on.   
Hugo had wanted to try his chute and 

we deployed it for some further fun. I 
jumped into the zodiac and snapped a 
few pics of the event.  

- Skeep McCoy 



 

Board of Stewards 2013 - 2014 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Rear Commodore  -  Rich Sweet 

Treasurer  -  Bill Haxton 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Allen Hutto 

Sherie Case 

Skeep McCoy 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 
SunCat17@aol.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2013 - 2014 

Docks  -  Bill Orne 

House  -  Bill Haxton 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Bill Gordon 

Entertainment  -  Sue Johnson 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Safety - John Kester 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Bud Sweet 

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• Shrimp Boil - June 14, 1 PM 

 

• Youth Sailing Camp - June 16 
thru 20; June 23 thru 27; June 
30 thru July 3; July 7 thru 11; 
July 14 thru 18; July 21 thru 25; 
July 28 thru August 1 

 

• Top Gun Sailing School - Au-
gust 4 thru 6 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


