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model. (See the "Learn Sail-
ing Right announcement 
elsewhere in this issue.) 
Qualified LMSC sailors part-
ner with LMSC members 
wanting to become compe-
tent in specified sailing skills. 
Instructors commit to pro-
vide mentoring and stu-
dents commit to achieving 
these skills. What better 
incentive to join LMSC than 
being able to offer contin-
ued instruction in a struc-
tured program? Acquiring 
the confidence to launch, 
sail, and land a boat in nor-
mal sailing conditions is the 
ticket to enjoyment of the 
sport. The new member 
who sails with confidence is 
likely to sail often because 
doing so is fun. Members 
having fun are likely to stay 
on and become veteran 
LMSC members. How do 
you say "Win! Win!" Yep! 
That's how. 

Our heaviest sailing 
activity begins August 30 
with our next to last Rode-
siler race followed the next 
day with the FJ Fleet Cham-
pionship. September sees us 
hosting our annual Scots on 
the Rocks Flying Scot invita-
tional and the MC Scow 
Bottoms Up II regatta. This 
one is likely to have huge 
attendance as a "warm up" 
for the MC Nationals 
hosted by the Augusta Sail-
ing Club the following 
weekend. With casual cruis-
ing, racing, and ongoing 
training, Lake Murray Sailing 
Club is the place to be for 
sailing action! 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Our summer has been 
busy with Rodesiler races, 
work parties, and well at-
tended youth camps. We had 
one of the largest and most 
successful Top Gun sailing 
schools ever for promising 
youngsters from this year's 
sailing camps. After three 
days of drills and competition, 
we had 21 graduates who 
were still excited about sail-
ing. A few are so engaged 
that their parents are likely to 
join LMSC to better support 
their kids with boats of their 
own and the chance to par-
ticipate in more sailing activi-
ties. What could be better 
than growth now with the 
potential for growth in the 
future? 

New membership has 
increased beyond fairly nor-
mal attrition rates, boosting 
the club to 114 members 
with several more prospec-
tive members submitting ap-
plications. We know that 
there will be turnover for any 
number of reasons, but it is 
very encouraging to see new 
membership outpace attrition 
over such a sustained period. 

Our dock permit appli-
cation has been received by 
FERC and is up for review. It 
is strictly a wait and see proc-
ess for now. We do not an-
ticipate any problems given 
that there were no objections 
by our neighbors or any local 
or state agencies who were 
duly notified of our applica-
tion. We are optimistic that 
approval will be granted. 

Our Introduction to Sail-
ing community training has 
been very well attended this 

year. All three sessions have 
been fully booked. A num-
ber of our trainees have 
expressed interest in our 
club and may become mem-
bers. By introducing mem-
bers of the community to 
our sport, we are fulfilling 
our mission to promote 
sailing. A bonus for LMSC is 
the opportunity to recruit 
these great people as mem-
bers. 

One question often 
asked by students on com-
pletion of the Introduction to 
Sailing course is "What is the 
next step?" Until now, the 
response was something like 
"Join our club, buy a boat, 
and learn by doing (with a 
little help from cooperative 
members) or take lessons 
from someone like Lanier 
Sailing Academy."  Happily, 
we are now able to offer a 
more useful response. We 
are now offering a new 
training program exclusively 
to LMSC members that 
teaches competence and 
confidence in the basics of 
sailing. Built on the US Sail-
ing "Learn Sailing Right" 

Upcoming Events 

 
August 16 - FS Sailing 

 

August 30 - Rodesiler 

 

August 31 - Flying Junior 
Championship 

 

September 1 - FS Sail & 
Cookout 

 

September 6&7 - Scots 
on the Rocks 
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2014 Shrimp Boil 
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June 14th turned out to be a tremendous day at the club with great people, great weather and great food. It was an afternoon 
of conversation, camaraderie, competition, composition and crustaceans – composition is music – sorry, it’s the only “C” 
word for music that would make the alliteration work.  The dinner had been planned for a couple of months and as it turned 
out, we had about eighty people attend the shrimp boil with heavy emphasis on enjoying the afternoon.  

Some of the people played. 
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Shrimp Boil (continued) 

Some of the people relaxed. 

Some of the people cooked (ok, mostly they just talked). 



 

Shrimp Boil (continued) 
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Thanks to all the people who came out and thanks especially to all those who helped make this a success. After looking 
at these pictures, there’s not a lot to add to the story. As the article started out, It was a day of great people, great weather 
and great food. This is what the club is all about – come out and join the group next time. - Bud Buckwell 

Photographs contributed by Gloria Cummins and John Kester  
If you want to see more - https://sweetlmsc.shutterfly.com/pictures/4316  

All of the people ate. 

Allow me to introduce a new train-
ing program available exclusively to 
LMSC members. Although we have of-
fered variants of the US sailing small boat 
sailing course, Learn Sailing Right, 
(formerly Start Sailing Right) our program 
departs significantly from the old instruc-
tional format. We have adopted a 
"mentoring" approach that pairs an in-
structor with a single student, or any 
two students who can arrange the same 
training schedule. The course outline and 
the 14 basic skill sets continue to be 
those specified by US Sailing. Significant 
differences are: (1) The student(s) and 
instructor commit to each other that 
instructional goals will be reached within 
6 months from the start of instruction. 
(2) The student and instructor arrange 
mutually workable schedules. (3) The 

student can pace learning to his or her 
own needs. (4) The student and instruc-
tor are working together in the same 
boat. No chase boats with bull horns. 

We are still "training the trainers" to 
expand our Instructor Corps, but we feel 
we have enough qualified instructors to 
offer this opportunity to our members 
now. The program will be year round so 
that learning can take place any time the 
weather permits. (We will, however, 
conduct capsize drills only in warm 
weather!) 

Members interested in developing 
competence and confidence in the basic 
skills of sailing; skills that readily transfer 
to different designs and larger boats, 
contact Training Chairman, Ryan Gaskin 
for more details. Email r98gas-
kin@gmail.com or call 803-865-2777. 

Cost per student is $150 plus approxi-
mately $10 - $11 for texts and shipping. 
For consistency, dependability, and com-
fort, instruction is conducted solely in 
training boats (Flying Scots) and is about 
90% on-the-water.  

In the event that all instructors are 
committed to other students, we will 
maintain a waiting list and assign instruc-
tors when they become available.  
For members who want to be comfort-
able and confident in his or her ability to 
depart and approach the dock under sail, 
become more weather wise, and handle 
a boat safely in a reasonable range of 
sailing conditions, this course is for you. 
We won't make you an Olympic cham-
pion, but we can certainly expand your 
"fun horizon". - Ryan Gaskin, Training 
Chairman 

Learn Sailing Right 
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CPR/AED Class 

All kidding aside, the club has pur-
chased an AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator) and is making an effort to 
have a larger number of members 
trained in CPR and in the use of the 
AED. Thanks to Robin Pedersen’s and 
Tommy Weaver’s efforts, the first class 

was held on the evening of July 7th.  The 
class lasted about three and a half hours 
and the instructors from Palmetto 
Health were awesome - really knew 
their stuff.  While the statistics are not 
that great, the survival rates increase by 
two and three times with CPR and with 

an AED, the increase is dramatic.  If you 
get a chance to take one of these 
classes, please do so – if not, at least 
know where the AED is located in the 
clubhouse and help where you can. 

- Bud Buckwell 

In the picture below on the left we see a lucky young dummy, oops, make that infant mannequin, who will “live” another day 

thanks to the efforts of an unnamed LMSC member. Hint, the dummy is the one on the left in the picture on the left. 

In the picture on the right the dummy was not so lucky. Luck of the draw isn’t always good luck . 

“...the sails filled, and the boat knifed across the lake under perfect control - this was so beautiful it stopped my breath...” 

- Gary Paulsen 
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But Have You Docked It Under Sail? 

P. G. Wodehouse wrote a number 
of golfing stories narrated by “the Oldest 
Member” of the Country Club. He is the 
“Oldest Member” by acclamation. He 
has no other name. The Oldest Member 
holds court in the Club House, at the 
bar, in the lounge, by the window over-
looking the 18th hole. He sees all. He 
knows everyone. He remembers every-
thing. He tells much, but, being a gentle-
man of chivalrous principle, he knows 
much more than he could possibly ever 
tell.   

Every Club of every sport has an 
Oldest Member. No club could be called 
a club without one. You may have a club 
without an Oldest Member, but how 
would you know it? The Oldest Member 
is a mythological necessity. If the Oldest 
Member didn’t exist, one would have to 
be invented. 
        LMSC, of course, has several po-
tential “Oldest Members,” some eligible 
through chronology alone, and others, 
though less superannuated, eligible by 
length of membership stretching back to 
the Club’s foundation. They are the ones 
who talk of Paul Rodesiler in familiar and 
friendly terms and the days when a thou-
sand Lightnings crowded the Lake on 
regatta day like Greeks heading to Troy. 
For purposes of this modest narrative, 
then, think of the Oldest Member as an 
amalgamation of LMSC stalwarts, some 
real, some remembered, some mythical, 
some created by the exigencies of the 
story itself and having no existence out-
side the author’s imagination.  

      That being said, the Oldest Mem-
ber has always treated me well. He 
knows more about sailing on this Lake 
than I can ever hope to know. He is 
generous with his knowledge (“pull that 
vang really tight to flatten the mainsail 
when the wind kicks up”), kind with his 
criticism (“you’ll never get a good start 
unless you get right up on the line”) 
and fulsome with his praise (“I saw 
some moves of genius out there to-
day”). But, when I first mentioned the 
fine sailing qualities of my new (1989) 
Catalina 27, the Oldest Member was 
NOT impressed. “But have you docked 
it under sail?” he asked in a tone of 
voice indicating certainty that I had not 
and doubt that I could. I, naturally, 
avoided the issue by noting the near 
perfection of my 3-cylinder, 14-hp, Uni-
versal M3-20 inboard diesel. Now, as 
the Oldest Member well knew, I sailed 
a Flying Scot for several years before 
acquiring the Catalina 27, and I had, 
literally, a boat load of experience in 
docking under sail alone, including 
coming in hard enough to damage both 
boat and dock, and coming up short of 
the dock only to be blown backward. 
Those same docking antics in a boat 
weighing 6850 pounds (the Scot’s dry 
weight is 800 pounds) did not appeal. 
  The Oldest Member, however, does 
not accept the iron jib as a substitute 
for sailing skill. He’s quite right about 
that, of course. If it can go wrong, it 
will go wrong. We all know that. It’s 
just a matter of time. Now, I won’t say 
the Oldest Member colluded with the 
Spirit of the Lake. I don’t know that. 
And I’m not saying that the Oldest 
Member tampered with my fresh water 
pump. I have no evidence of that. On 
the other hand . . . My time arrived. I 
was returning from an LMYRA gather-
ing (no wind/no regatta) with two 
crewmen (Kirk Johnson and my ex-
Navy friend, Jeff Lamberson) when I 
heard that screech that is typical of a 
slipping belt. I, of course, did the only 
rational thing. I dropped the rpm’s until 
the noise stopped and motored on, 

pretending that nothing had happened, 
hoping no one else heard anything 
wrong. After a minute or so, the noise 
returned and was, this time, accompa-
nied by the sound of metallic grinding. 
Jeff checked the exhaust. No water 
coming out. I shut the engine off im-
mediately.  

      And there we were. In the middle 
of the Lake. No power. We stared at 
each other. We had cell phones and a 
VHF radio. Jeff mentioned a friend 
across the Lake who might be willing 
to motor out and tow us in. But I 
heard only the voice of the Oldest 
Member: “Can you dock it under 
sail?”      
       “Let’s get the sails back up,” I 
said.  “We’ll sail in.” Aeolus, keeper of 
the wind, seemed pleased with my 
resolve.  The wind that would not 
blow for LMYRA suddenly picked up 
nicely from the South West and we 
were soon hitting 3, then 4, knots and 
I was going over plans in my mind to 
slow the boat for docking. As the 
wind shifted to the East, we headed 
toward the white Coast Guard Station 
across the channel from Suzie Ebert 
Island. By the time we gybed, the wind 
was blowing almost directly up the 
Cove. We sailed wing on wing past 
the buoy that marks the shallow area 
near LMSA Dock A. I furled the genoa 
and sailed across the cove with main 
only until the wind died and we had to 
unfurl the genoa again to maintain 
steerage.            (continued on page 7) 
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As we approached the dock, we 
furled the genoa again. The mainsail on 
the Cat 27 is relatively small and does-
n’t provide much power on its own. I 
was expecting a light breeze from the 
port side to carry us in. I eased the 
main out to starboard to depower the 
boat, realizing that 6850 pounds brings 
with it a formidable momentum. Then, 
at the last minute, the wind shifted di-
rectly aft, exactly where I didn’t want it. 
We dropped the main and centered 
the boom at the same time, realizing 
that we were committed to our ap-
proach and the only hope was to trust 
the resistance of the water to slow us 
down to a reasonable docking speed. 
By some miracle, it worked. Jeff and 
Kirk embarked smoothly, cleating lines 
and pushing back as needed. The bow 
never touched the dock. We were 
home free. 

To the Oldest Member, I can now 
say, “yes, I can dock under sail.” But, at 
the same time, I have to credit excel-
lent crew work and winds that were 
unusually cooperative. Other, more 
demanding, scenarios had crossed my 
mind in event of a cross wind, or a 

blow from the North. The rigging dock 
offered more open angles of approach. 
Anchoring was an option. But with the 
conditions we had, we got ‘er done. 

Now, about the faithful Universal 
diesel. Sailfest provided a fine opportu-
nity to solicit free advice from the LMSC 
membership. The Oldest Member, when 
informed of my engine problems, simply, 
and wisely, said: “Don’t want to hear 
about it.” Others, however, rushed in. 
Suggestions included: no oil, wrong belt, 
head gasket, injector issue and sugges-
tions that the inboard should be re-
placed by an outboard with a long prop. 
We checked the oil, we tweaked the 
belt, and we took the cap off the fresh 
water pump. The impeller looked fine. 

The next day, a diesel mechanic 
came. I told him it wasn’t the impeller. 
He said, “I’ll check it anyway.” He 
agreed it looked ok. But then he had me 
turn the engine over with the pump 
open. The impeller was not turning. He 
pulled it out. It nearly disintegrated in 
his hand. Problem solved. I now have a 
new impeller and associated gaskets and 
clips.  The engine runs better than ever 
and pumps more water out the exhaust 

than I imagined possible.   
So, here are the lessons learned: (1) if 
it can fail, it will fail; (2) at some point 
you may need to dock your boat under 
sail alone; (3) renew  as I did - your 
membership in U. S. Boat (they will 
provide you a tow 24/7); (4) heed the 
Oldest Member; he knows what he’s 
talking about. And, if you have not read 
P. G. Wodehouse, you have not yet 
begun to live. - L. Melton  



 

Board of Stewards 2013 - 2014 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Rear Commodore  -  Rich Sweet 

Treasurer  -  Bill Haxton 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Richard Eaton 

Allen Hutto 

Sherie Case 

Skeep McCoy 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  
Steve Morris, editor 

SunCat17@icloud.com 

Ryan Gaskin, publisher 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2013 - 2014 

Docks  -  Sam Iriel 

House  -  Sherie Case 

Grounds  -  Richard Eaton 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Bill Gordon 

Entertainment  -  Sue Johnson 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Safety - John Kester 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Steve Morris 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Tommy Kasperski 

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 
 

• Intro to Sailing - August 23 

 

• Scots on the Rocks - Sept 6,7 

 

• Bottoms Up II - Sept 20 & 21 

 

• Annual Meeting - October 4 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


