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funds generated on 
closing will be more 
than enough to pay off 
our mortgage and ac-
complish our goal of 
making our club debt 
free. We expect to 
close in the next cou-
ple of weeks barring 
anything unforeseen.  
I would like to take 
the time to thank our 
past two boards as 
well as all those who 

gave their time and effort to 
make the dream become a 
reality. We have a club on 
solid financial ground posi-
tioned well for growth and 
the future. 
Sailing, after all is what we 

are all about so I would like 
to officially kick-off the 
2015 sailing season with 
some news and announce-
ments. We had our first 
BBQ on Sat. March 14th 
with a short meeting to 
discuss the upcoming racing 
season and encourage eve-
ryone to come out and join 
in the fun. We have two 
Sailfast U sessions sched-
uled.  Check the calendar 
and sign up improve your 
sailing IQ and to build boat 
handling confidence. We 
really encourage racers and 
non-racers to get out on 
the water and have fun. I 
am looking forward to see-
ing all of you at the club this 
season.  

 
Chris Mielke, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

H 
aving had the ben-
efit of being "teed 

up" by all the great work 
accomplished under Ryan 
Gaskin and Tommy 
Weaver, our previous 
Commodores, my first 
Commodore’s report 
brings a lot of positive 
news to members. 
I hope by now most of 

you have had the oppor-
tunity to see our new 
docks. “A” dock is a 
complete replacement and 
looks terrific. Those who had 
to negotiate the skinn ,y  and I 
might ad ,d  bouncy gang plank 
will really appreciate the new 
wide and stable walk way out 
to their slips. “B” dock, which 
was re-decked under our 
plan and expanded by repur-
posing the old “A” dock 
frame to add an additional 
dozen slips, also has a new 
stable "shore to dock" walk 
way. All docks have new elec-
trical pedestals brought up to 
code with separate switches 
for each plug. The only re-
maining work involves adding 
a separate electrical line out 
to “B” dock to handle the 
added load of the new slips. 
Our typical wet spring has 
delayed the trenching to 
complete the project in its 
entirety. I encourage every-
one to come out and see our 
new docks which positions 
the club for growth and 
matches up well against any 
on the lake as we compete 
for new members. 
It seems only yesterday that 

we came to you with our 
proposal to refinance our 
mortgage and borrow addi-

tional funding to complete 
the dock project. Now over 
a year later those plans have 
come to fruition. A special 
thanks to Bill Orne, Sam Iriel 
and Bud Buckwell for man-
aging the dock project to its 
completion. 
Concurrently with our 

request for your permission 
to borrow additional funds, 
we recommended putting 4 
of the unused acres south of 
the main property up for 
sale for the purpose of pay-
ing off our mortgage and 
making the club debt free. 
You approved moving for-
ward with the sale of the 
property. At our last annual 
meeting we reported we 
were moving forward and 
discussed offering the prop-
erty to club members first 
before making it available to 
the general public. I am hap-
py to report that we have 
found a buyer and are under 
contract to complete the 
sale. Members Don and Lin-
da Carpenter have agreed to 
purchase the property. Con-
gratulations and welcome to 
the neighborhood! The 

Upcoming Events 
 

March 21 - Sailfast U 
 

March 28 - Rodesiler 

and Chili Cook Off 
 

April 18 - Introduction 

to Sailing 
 

April 14 -  LMSC hosts 
Chapin Woman’s Club 

Charity event. 
 

April 25 - Rodesiler and 

potluck dinner social 
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S 
pring is close!  In spite of those 
late winter Arctic meanders, into 

our Southern waters, we’re ready to 
launch our Flying Scots and start some of 
that “bone in the teeth” sailing experi-
enced by the lucky couple (Bud and Jean 
Sweet) in the photo above.  
Fleet 158 has plans for some exciting 

activities this season.  In our first plan-
ning conference  for 2015,  fleet mem-
bers agreed to make the Rodesiler series 
our primary competitive event.  We will 
maintain competitive fleet standings by 
tracking Flying Scot results within this 
long standing club series.  Flying Scot 
competitors will be scored according to 
the normal Portsmouth Yardstick handi-
cap system for Rodesiler scores.  The 
Fleet Captain will keep a separate record 
of Flying Scot one design scores that will 
track the fleet series and form the basis 
for any fleet awards or recognition. 
On March 21st, the fleet will host Sail-

fast U, a performance improvement clinic 
for Flying Scot and other sailors interest-
ed in learning how to get the best per-
formance from their boats.  After com-
peting in our first Rodesiler on March 
28th, we will host a 2nd clinic on April 

11th for some follow up coaching.  
Check the club event calendar. Details 
are available on the Sailfast U web page.. 
Fleet 158 will plan more social events 

this year. We find that we enjoy each 
other’s company and would like to spend 
time sharing some “laid back” sailing 
events and just plain “get togethers” to 
round out our fleet activity calendar.  
Watch for special event announcements 
as the season progresses. 
We have  targeted two or three away 

regattas for 2015.  These have been pop-
ular with our Flying Scot sailors for the 
past few years.  As LMSC fleet participa-
tion over the past few years increased, 
these events have proved to be great fun.  
Our larger presence at the host clubs 
has earned our fleet and LMSC a great 
deal of positive recognition in the region.  
This year, we hope to have the largest 
representation yet by a visiting club at 
the Great 48 Regatta (Lake Norman 
Yacht Club) and the Hospice Regatta at 
Lake Hartwell (Western Carolina Sailing 
Club).  We would also like to field a 
large contingent at the Grits ‘n Haggis 
Regatta on the gorgeous mountain wa-

ters of Lake Keowee (Keowee Sailing 
Club). 
Finally, but in no way the least exciting 

prospect for 2015, Fleet 158 is poised on 
the cusp of great potential for growth as 
the premiere one design fleet on Lake 
Murray.  We are seeing  a significant in-
crease in sailors interested in the Flying 
Scot and in joining a strong, active com-
munity of sailors.  One design sailing in-
creasingly is becoming the platform on 
which fleets and their supporting club 
depend for growth.  We will be discuss-
ing the means to strengthen and grow 
our fleet in the days ahead.  Hosting ac-
tivities that engage our members, com-
mitting to acquiring fleet boats to help 
new members get into the Flying  
Scot, and offering structured coaching 
events are among the approaches that 
have been effective in growing and main-
taining active one design fleets. 
Our goal is to make Flying Scot Fleet 

158 at Lake Murray sailing Club the “go 
to” organization for one design sailors in 
the Carolinas. 
 
Ryan Gaskin, Fleet Captain 
r98gaskin@gmail.com 

Bud and Jean take a Sweet ride 

http://www.lmsc.org/sailfast-u
mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com
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Edisto Force 

N 
ow, don’t get 
me wrong. Lake 

Murray is a fine and 
noble place for sailing.  
Lake Murray has good 
wind, deep water, and 
vast uncrowded an-
chorages.  It is sur-
rounded uniformly by 
fine scenery, friendly 
people and studded 
with sweet islands 
named poetically for 
bombs, lunches, goats 
and Wessingers. I am, 
in fact, a “card-
carrying” lover of Lake 
Murray as certified by 
my ten-year member-
ship in the LMSC. 
But, lover of Lake 

Murray though I am, I 
have heard all my life of this thing called 
THE SEA.  It is most of the world’s 
surface. Its depth is measured in fath-
oms and miles.  It’s salty.  It’s stormy.  
It has tides and it has currents. All riv-
ers run to it.  The Romans feared it.  
The Brits ruled it.  It swallowed Atlan-
tis, the Titanic, Robert Shaw and 
George Cluny.  It harbors blue whales, 
great white sharks, giant squids and one 
elusive white sperm whale called Moby 
Dick.   The man who said “call me Ish-
mael” found it just the thing for the 
damp, drizzly November of the soul.   
So, finally, in order to purge nearly 

forty years of writing lawyer’s briefs -- 
somewhat similar to the damp, drizzly 
November of the soul, don’t you think?  
-- I got to go sailing on the Atlantic 
Ocean as part of the bare boat charter 
certificate course with the Charleston 
Sailing School.  After day one of sailing 
a Catalina 250 around Charleston Har-
bor and learning the channels, range 
finders, cans and nuns, shoals and banks 
with instructor, Sterling Bryson, holder 
of a 50-Ton USCG license with sailing 
endorsement, we set a course out to 
sea from Charleston to the North Edis-
to River aboard “Elizabeth G,” a Catali-
na 350.  The voyage began, like all voy-

ages, with a plan.  For coastal cruising, 
this means tide tables, weather reports 
and chart work with compass rose and 
parallel rulers, things that are largely 
foreign to Lake Murray.  
The weather forecast was for light 

winds in the morning with 5 – 10 kts 
out of the SW coming in about 1:00 
p.m.  High tide was at 5:10 a.m.  and 
5:30 p.m.  We could leave Charleston 
Harbor with an ebbing tide and ride 
into the N. Edisto on a rising tide. We 
studied the off-shore buoys, particularly 
around the mouth of the Stono River, 
identified conspicuous markers on land 
to use as guides and then estimated 
possible sailing courses, speeds, distanc-
es and estimated time of arrival at each 
buoy. We considered  alternatives in 
case of delay or bad weather.   
On Wednesday morning, August 20, 

2014, we motored from the Charleston 
City Marina out into the South Channel 
of the Ashley River toward Charleston 
Light, a structure whose beauty and 
practicality I had never sufficiently ap-
preciated until I sailed in Charleston 
Harbor.  We turned east at Ft. Sumter 
and were greeted by shrimp boats 
coming in and still stowing nets from 
the night’s work.  We motor sailed past 

the South Jetty and 
set a course of 230 
degrees magnetic to 
Buoy G “15” off the 
mouth of the Stono 
River.  We motor 
sailed on course, 
monitoring our speed 
and plotting our posi-
tion by dead 
(deductive) reckoning 
and periodic use of a 
hand-held compass 
against the Morris 
Island Light House 
until we should have 
been able to see G 
“15.”  It wasn’t there.  
The chart, and the 
Ray Marine chart 

plotter were just a 
little out of date.  Oh 

well, not to worry.  Visibility was excel-
lent and we were confident of our posi-
tion.   
The plan from G “15” was to take a 

course of 250 degrees to Buoy R 
“2NE.”  By this time, the wind was up, 
and blowing 12 to 14 knots, or Force 4 
on the Beaufort Scale.  We shut the 
diesel down.  With the wind from the 
SW we were sailing close hauled, but 
could not hold the planned course.  
Two foot waves at 4 second intervals 
were coming right at us and the auto 
pilot overreacted to the turbulence.  
Hand steering was the answer.  Now, 
this is what sailing on Lake Murray has 
prepared you to do.  Low on the lee-
ward side of the stern, sailing close-
hauled, bouncing off the waves, with 
the wind at 14 and the tide carrying us 
off-shore – that was living in the mo-
ment that brings the kind of peace the 
guy who wanted to be called Ishmael 
was looking for.  We held the course 
for nearly 10 miles and with the help of 
a prominent water tower on Seabrook 
Island, we calculated the course we 
would need to take after tacking to  
 
 
Contined on page 4 

Lawrence, Master and Commander of the Edisto 
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Edisto Force 

Continued from page 3 
 
reach our destination of R “2NE,” the 

buoy from which we would turn inland 
toward the N. Edisto.  And here is 
where I learned another valuable lesson.  
We used the depth readings to decide 
when to tack.  After looking at the chart, 
Sterling pointed out that at the point 
where the depth was fifteen feet we 
could set a new lay line for R “2NE.”  He 

explained that the depth readings on the 
paper chart were very accurate even 
over time.  The paper chart had many 
more depth readings than the chart plot-
ter.  When the depth meter said 15 feet 
we tacked and, lo and behold, within 
twenty minutes we not only saw but 
heard R “2NE”.   
By this time, we had been at sea for 

nearly 7 hours and the tide had turned.  
We headed from “2NE” onto a broad 
reach and sailed for the mouth of the N. 
Edisto.  There were breakers to port 

and a very built-up Seabrook Island to 
starboard.  With the wind and the tide 
we headed into the river at 8 knots.  
That was A BLAST!!!!  With Sterling 
overriding my trepidation, we headed 
close to the Edisto beach before turn-
ing to clear Edisto and glide into the 
South Creek to anchor.  Afterward, I 
studied the chart and found one depth 
reading of 47 feet that marked the 
channel.  We anchored.  We swam.  

We grilled chicken.  We watched por-
poises and blue crabs, herons, egrets 
and oyster catchers.  The N. Edisto at 
high tide is vast and peaceful and I real-
ized that the low country only reveals 
its beauty from the water.  All was not 
perfect.  The wind died about midnight.  
It was hot and there were bugs, but 
seeing the sun rise made it all worth-
while.  
We returned to Charleston on the 

Intracoastal Waterway (ICW).  That 
was an adventure of its own and well 

worthwhile.  There is simply much 
more to the Low country than I had 
imagined and it is largely undeveloped 
until the ICW reaches Kiowah.  We 
anchored in Elliot Cut to wait until 
6:30 p.m. when the Bascsule Bridge re
-opens to maritime traffic and then 
headed across the Ashley back to the 
marina.  The folks at the CSC were 
great and I would sail with them again 
in a flash.  

The Sea.  It’s not overrated.  Jason 
and Odysseus were on to something.  
In fact, whether you need relief from 
the November of the Soul or not, I 
recommend it.  Buy a copy of 
Claiborne Young’s Coastal Cruising in S. 
C. and Georgia, get a chart or two, go 
to Charleston and head out to sea.  
There are boats to charter and a 
coast to explore.  If you need crew, 
give me a call.  What’s holding you 
back? Go for it!!!   
Lawrence Melton 
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S 
o!  What do you 
do with your 

battens before you fold 
and stow your main-
sail?  If you are a bit 
picky, as I am, about 
protecting your sails 
and the battens them-
selves, you probably 
don’t want to leave 
them in with the folded 
or rolled up sail.  
There is too much 
chance of warping, 
punching out a batten 
pocket, or breaking the 
batten itself when leav-
ing it in the bag.  If you 
keep it in its own spe-
cial bag, there is still a 
risk of damage.  After 
all, the most fundamental property of 
cloth is its flexibility; just the opposite 
of your battens. 
Try this for utility.  Make a batten 

scabbard out of PVC.  It's cheap, light-
weight, rigid, compact, and corrals 
those battens rather nicely.  Here’s 
how I did it for the Flying Scot. 

 

Materials needed: 

• One section of ¾” ID thin wall 
PVC pipe. (Sched. 80 OK, but 
heavier, smaller ID) 

• One ¾” slip join end cap (See inset 
1) 

• One ¾” union fitting, threaded to 
slip join (See inset 2) 

• One ¾” threaded end cap. (See 

inset 2) 

• PVC cement 

• Length of 1/8” braided nylon cord 
(Optional) 

 

Cut the PVC section to the length of 
your longest batten plus 1” inch.   

 

Glue the slip joined end cap on one 
end. 

 

Glue the slip joined end of the union 
fitting to the other end of the pipe sec-
tion. 

 

After the glue sets, slide in all four 
battens and secure with the threaded 
end cap. 

(Optional) Drill two 
5/32" holes on oppo-
site sides of the thread-
ed end cap, thread the 
desired length of 1/8” 
cord and secure with 
stopper knots.  Be sure 
to heat seal the cut 
ends.  Makes a nice 
little handle. 
 Alternatively, you 
could use the cord to 
tether the cap perma-
nently to the tube.  
Drill a single  hole in 
the top flat surface of 
the end cap.  Thread 
and secure the cord 
with a stopper knot.  
Tie a stopper knot on 
the other end of the 

cord.   Secure the free end of the cord 
to the PVC tube below the threaded 
fitting with a sturdy electrical zip tie.  
Be sure the cord is secured snugly 
under the zip tie where it fits around 
the PVC pipe so that the stopper knot 
will not pull through. 
The tube will hold all four Flying Scot 

battens plus a couple of spares.  If you 
want to carry two complete sets or if 
you sail a boat other than the Flying 
Scot, simply adjust the PVC size to 
your batten quantity and dimensions.  
Check that all battens fit inside before 
cutting pipe and gluing fittings.  
 
Ryan Gaskin  
 

M 
ore adventures by our members.  Visit Skeep McCoy’s personal blog (http://baggywrinkles.blogspot.com/) where he 
shares his experiences aboard his Cape Dory Typhoon, Baggywrinkles. He competed in the 2014 Cape Dory Typhoon 

National  Championship Regatta.  As you can see from his posts, he loves to tell a story and had plenty of anecdotes to tell. 

Baggywrinkles 

http://baggywrinkles.blogspot.com/


 

Board of Stewards 2013 - 2014 

Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Vice Commodore  -  Mark Connor 

Rear Commodore  -  Skeep McCoy 

Treasurer  -  Bill Haxton 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Sam Iriel 

Robin Pederson 

Douglas Hartley 

Scott Means 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, interim editor 
r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Or find us on Facebook 
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2014 - 2015 

Docks  -  Sam Iriel 

House  -  Mike Gwardiak 

Grounds  -  Clark Frady 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Bill Gordon 

Entertainment  -  Devvie Weaver 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Safety - John Kester 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  TBA 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Tommy Kasperski 

Announcements, Events & Other Info: 
 

• Sailfast U - March 21,  April 11. Email 
r98gaskin@gmail.com to register. 

• Chili Cookoff following Rodesiler - 
March 28. First of our 2015 regular club 
“pot luck” dinner socials for all mem-
bers.  Check the LMSC event calendar 
for dates.  

• LMSC hosts the Chapin Woman’s Club 
Flamingo Fling Charity event Friday, 
April 14th. 

• Learn Sailing Right.  Sail instruction for 
members only.  Email r98gas-
kin@gmail.com for information.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lmsc.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-Murray-Sailing-Club-LMSC/251704100134
mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com
http://www.chapinwomansclub.com/?page_id=642
mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com
mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com

