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sale and pay off our 

mortgage, making the 

Lake Murray Sailing 

Club debt free. I am 

extremely happy to 

report our mission ac-

complished. We com-

pleted the sale of the 

property on June 23d 

and our club is debt 

free which puts us in a 

great position for the 

future. Thanks to the 

members of the board 

for having the vision, estab-

lishing the goal, and deliver-

ing on our commitment to 

you. Thanks to you, our 

membership, for putting 

your faith in us and approv-

ing the plan. The future truly 

looks bright for our club. 

A last bit of house 

keeping is this reminder that 

we will be scheduling shortly 

our fall clean up work party. 

We have a lot of work to do 

with some beach erosion, 

tree trimming and various 

other projects we would like 

to accomplish this fall. Look 

for an email from Clark 

Frady, our grounds chairman, 

setting the date.  I encourage 

all to participate in preparing 

our club for the winter 

months and keeping it an 

inviting environment for 

members.  

Also, don’t forget about 

the Annual meeting on Oct. 

24th. Please plan on attending 

if you can. We will be send-

ing out more information in 

the next week or so.   

 
Chris Mielke, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

S eems to me the 

summer just 

flew by this year. The 

norm of 95+ degree days 

has finally begun to wind 

down and tree leaves are 

actually starting to 

change. All in all we had 

another great summer 

on Lake Murray and at 

LMSC. We have one 

Rodesiler race left and 

some fleet champion-

ships to determine. My 

thanks to all the volunteers 

who helped put on a great 

season of sailing and social 

events. 

In the last few weeks we 

held two of our most im-

portant regattas, the Scots on 

the Rocks Sept. 5th and 6th and 

the Bottoms Up II regatta this 

past weekend for MC Scows. 

Both regattas were great suc-

cesses with boats coming from 

neighboring states and clubs to 

join in on the fun and competi-

tion. I want to again thank all 

the volunteers who put in the 

time to get the club ready and 

in putting on regattas that got 

great reviews from the com-

petitors involved. 

Another event to high-

light from this summer was 

our Shrimp Boil in June. Bud 

and Audrey Buckwell and a 

host of volunteers put on the 

best event in recent history at 

the Lake Murray Sailing Club. 

We had over 125 folks joining 

in on the fun and consuming a 

more than modest share of 

great food. I hope we can talk 

Bud and Audrey into doing it 

again next year! 

2015 continues to be a 

good year for growth at the 

club. We have added 17 new 

members and their families 

so far, continuing the trend 

of double digit growth we 

have experienced over the 

last few of years. This growth 

happens in no small part be-

cause of you and the wel-

coming atmosphere you ex-

tend to prospective and new 

members. Let’s keep it up 

and push for the trend to 

continue. A "shout out" here 

goes to Ray Thompson, our 

membership chairman who 

does a tirelessly fantastic job 

getting new members into 

the club. As he did for me 4 

years ago Ray has a way of 

making folks feel like they are 

in the club even before they 

join! 

Three years ago the 

board came to you with the 

idea of refinancing our mort-

gage to fund the replacement 

and expansion of our docks. I 

am happy to report that the 

dock expansion project is 

complete. At the same time 

the board proposed the sale 

of the un-used 5 acre parcel 

of land to the south of our 

main property. The goal at 

the time was to complete the 
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F leet 158 is pleased to have hosted 

its 11th annual “Scots on the 

Rocks” Flying Scot regatta the weekend 

of  September 5th and 6th – 2015.  Eight-

een competitors, including one in the 

Youth Division, came to play in two days 

of moderate temperatures and spectacu-

lar sailing conditions. 

Day one saw fairly consistent breezes 

averaging around 7 to 8 knots with 

enough gusts, lulls and oscillations to 

keep everyone on their toes.  ”Winds 

were generally out of the northeast with 

occasional north tossed in to keep our 

race committee engaged.  Early forecasts 

of “T” storms kept the committee boat 

closer to shore with fairly short courses, 

but none of the bad stuff material-

ized.  We had three great races and a 

hungry crowd swarming the club to do 

justice to cocktails and great Southern 

pulled pork BBQ from Farm Boys, our 

local go to guys for such delicacies. 

Day two was better!!!  At the 0930 

warning signal, winds were pretty steady 

out of the northeast averaging around 11 

knots with plenty of gusts between 15 to 

17 or so.  No threats, so our race man-

agement crew set up in open water with 

some nice long legs to help us shake out 

the morning cobwebs.  Sailors who spot-

ted the headers and tacked to pick up 

the lifts really stretched out to early 

leads.  Discipline had to be maintained, 

however, when the headers were during 

the lulls.  The patient ones kept moving 

in the “soft” spots and went for the pres-

sure waves marching down the lake. 

Bottom line...good sailing over two 

days was extraordinary fun for every-

one.  Trading tacks and picking up the 

occasional “sleigh ride” in the heavier 

downwind puffs put grins on everyone’s 

faces. 

Fleet 158 is going to form a “Wind 

Committee” to organize the same condi-

tions for 2016, so get ready to sail the 

Scots on the Rocks again in 2016! 

Meantime, have a look at the competi-

tor standings for this year’s awesome 

regatta!  

Photos of this years event may be 

viewed in this gallery. 

Fleet 158 is truly grateful for  the awe-

some support of our Race Management 

team headed up by Pro Chris Mielke.  

These volunteers made the event the 

success that it was. 

On the social side, Fleet 158 is planning 

a Halloween Treasure Hunt  along with 

the MC Scow fleet.  Scheduled for Octo-

ber 31st, Flying Scot and MC Scow sail-

ors will be given a Treasure Map with 

clues that identify “treasures” at various 

locations in the coves surrounding 

LMSC.  Using a weighted point system 

based on distance and difficulty (bonus 

points), participants earn scores for each 

treasure discovered.  We’ll gather after 

the event for a cookout and bragging 

rights for the top treasure hunters.  

We’re excited to host this type of  event 

as a “proof of concept” that may have 

wide appeal within the club for events 

that offer participation by sailors whose 

“fun quotient” may not include round the 

buoys competition.  

Stay tuned for other “social sailing” 

activities in the future.  Sailing fun comes 

in many forms.  Our goal is to create 

some of that variety in our Flying Scot 

fleet and share as much of it with the 

rest of the LMSC family as we can. 

 

Ryan Gaskin, Fleet Captain 

r98gaskin@gmail.com 

 

Rachel and Ryan compete in the Youth Division 

http://www.lmsc.org/results/SOTR2015.htm
http://www.lmsc.org/results/SOTR2015.htm
http://www.lmsc.org/results/SOTR2015.htm
https://sweetlmsc.shutterfly.com/pictures/5115
mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com
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Bottoms Up II - One Day Regatta 

W ith a favorable Saturday fore-

cast, competitors in our annu-

al MC Bottoms Up II Regatta set out 

for the start line with a sense of opti-

mism.  Chris Mielke, Our PRO had 

outlined his goal to finish 4 races for 

the day against the possibility that Sun-

day’s weather forecast for winds barely 

passing zero might be accurate. 

At the start, we had a light breeze out 

of the NNE that rapidly dwindled to a 

vacuum.  We shortened course to get a 

finish with a few boats hung out to dry 

in a persistent “hole”.  Fortunately, the 

WNW shift our weather gurus predict-

ed materialized just about the time eve-

ryone returned to the start area.  After 

a short postpone to reset the course 

180 degrees and one general recall (the 

fleet was antsy to do some real sailing) 

race 2 started in about 5 knots of fairly 

steady wind and a very light chop. 

We had a total of 15 boats. 4 were 

excellent sailors from Lake Lanier Sail-

ing Club, one from Lake Norman, and 

the rest were from LMSC.  With winds 

holding throughout the remainder of 

the afternoon, we did complete our 

fourth race under clear blue skies and 

got off the water just in time to chow 

down on some delicious farm Boy’s 

BBQ. 

The series winner, Kurt Stadele, 

showed us his stern all day Saturday. 

He made it look really easy. Four races 

on Saturday?  Good call!  Sunday 

dawned cool but calm and  never devel-

oped a breeze long enough to start a 

race. 

Instead of sailing, Kurt gave us an im-

promptu clinic in the parking lot, freely 

sharing rig tuning, sail trim, and boat 

preparation tips.  I know I learned a 

couple of things that will hopefully 

make my boat a little faster. 

Even though the regatta became a 

one day sailing event, guests and hosts 

alike had a terrific time. 

Final Bottoms Up II results may be 

viewed here. 

Our Race Committee ran an inspired 

campaign to ensure we had a great re-

gatta.  Courses were spot on, some-

times under difficult conditions and 

time management was excellent.  

Thanks to everyone who volunteered 

to make our fleet and our club look 

good! 

On the Friday before the regatta, 

most of the fleet got together and had 

an excellent practice session. We had a 

good 8 knots of breeze that allowed us 

to sit on the high side for a change. 

New member Ivan Lopatin continues to 

be the fleet frontrunner. A couple of us 

were able to put a little pressure on 

him, but not much. We began the ses-

sion with a few practice starts and then 

we sailed 5 short course races. I really 

enjoyed being able to get away from 

work and practice for a change.  

The League of Extraordinary Sailors 

continues to get together during the 

week to practice. If you are a person of 

leisure (or can realistically play hooky)  

and are looking to sharpen your MC 

skills, contact Allan Gowans and join in 

the fun. 

Stay tuned for details of the Hallow-

een Treasure Hunt and cookout the 

Flying Scot fleet is organizing for Octo-

ber 31st.  MC’ers will be invited to par-

ticipate in this social sailing activity in 

which you can have lots of fun and help 

“prove” the idea for possible expansion 

to similar club wide events. 

 

Tommy Weaver, Fleet Captain 

bulldogbella@att.net  
 

The thirst for knowledge is a con-

stant.  Even the least motivated among 

us is still bothered by the occasional 

twinge of curiosity and a desire to 

know “How or why does that work?”   

At LMSC, we believe that you de-

serve a chance to answer such ques-

tions. We have members able to share 

a wealth of knowledge you can use.  To 

that end, our Training Committee has 

developed instructional programs in-

tended to recruit new sailors to the 

club and help existing or new members 

maximize their sailing enjoyment. 

In 2015, we introduced 30 people 

from the community to sailing and to 

our club through our “Introduction to 

Sailing” program.  “ntroduction to Sail-

ing” is a set of scheduled classes or 

 semi-private lessons offered to the 

community.  In an added bonus, fees 

from this program, after expenses,  

netted almost $700 in revenue that can 

be used to sustain or develop this and 

other training programs. 

We are able to offer our members at 

nominal cost the “Learn Sailing Right” 

program based on the US Sailing in-

structional program of the same name 

and using the US Sailing textbook.  Our 

instructors help you with up to 24 

hours of instruction intended to pro-

mote competency in 14 basic skills es-

sential to safe and enjoyable sailing.  

We also offer “Sailfast U” clinics for 

the competition minded among us. 

For detailed information about these 

programs and how to participate in 

them as students or instructors, please 

communicate with Training Chairman 

Ryan Gaskin:  r98gaskin@gmail.com 

 

Fleet spread for the 2nd weather leg, race 4 

Training at LMSC 

http://www.lmsc.org/results/BottomsUpII.htm
http://www.lmsc.org/results/BottomsUpII.htm
mailto:mcscow2292@aol.com
mailto:bulldogbella@att.net
mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com
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Sailing Acts  -  The Biblical Connection 

EMU’s Faculty to approve his extended 

Sabbatical which is at the same time 

tied to a last-minute purchase of a 

Westerly 33 yacht Aldebaran built in 

1979.  The decision to part with about 

forty thousand dollars of personal life 

savings to procure the vessel, sight 

unseen, in order to use the sabbatical 

time efficiently.  He receives the per-

mission with caveats and flies to 

Greece, meets with the broker, nearly 

loses the deal, then purchases a vessel 

in need of repair and introduces the 

Westerly to his wife fresh off the plane 

from the US.  He is met with an enthu-

siastic “oh what a beautiful boat…I love 

it!”  How many guys would have that 

kind of nerve!  Linford and Janet obvi-

ously had a good marriage and a mutual 

understanding about their journey.   

The book details so many interesting 

vessel improvements, weather issues, 

and personality descriptions that the 

reader feels as if he is on the sail 

with the Stutzmans.  The time peri-

od is critical since during the time 

of the sail, the world was focused 

on the Iraq War and being an 

American on the waters in the 

Mediterranean exposed vulnerabili-

ties that made for potentially peri-

lous and dangerous times.   

First Mate and I have sailed the 

coastal Mediterranean, Adriatic, 

and the Aegean.  Descriptions of 

the weather, docking, and anchor-

ing are all well-told in the book.  If 

you’re thinking of chartering in 

these areas, Sailing Acts provides 

you a non-commercial view of 

some enchanting localities worth 

visiting.  These days, you can char-

ter out of Kos, Croatia or La Pal-

ma, and have a splendid time in 

these brilliantly clear waters.  Lind-

ford will also describe some of the 

fitful weather you can encounter.  

In the end a bit of common sense 

and situational awareness to news, 

other skippers, and weather re-

ports and observations, can go a 

long way towards a successful and 

safe journey in these gorgeous waters.   

Lindford enabled me to drift away to 

the Mediterranean once again with 

enjoyable reflections on the culture 

and beauty of sun-drenched ports 

ringed by stucco buildings, the stiff 

winds of the “rafael” turning a gor-

geous 15 knots of breeze into 40 

knots within minutes, and the roman-

tic yellow lights of ports like Cortula 

and Patmos which seem to have only 

existed in history but come alive once 

you toss the line ashore and the dock-

hands wrap itwith three loops like a 

magician.  

I thoroughly enjoyed this vicarious 

adventure!  I will place the book in the 

LMSC Clubouse for anyone who wish-

es to read it and pass it along.  Or you 

may also order one on Amazon of 

course. 

Enjoy!  Skeep 

B ook Review: Linford Stutzman, 

Sailing Acts: Following an Ancient 

Voyage, Good Books, Intercourse, PA, 

2006. 

 

Review by Wm McCoy, Docteur, 

Unversite de Strasbourg, France. 

 

My first Mate handed me this book 

the other day.  She thought it seemed 

to pertain to me.  The skipper of sail-

ing vessel (S/V) “Sailing Acts,” has his 

doctorate from Catholic University of 

America and works today at Eastern 

Menonite Universtiy (EMU, see:  

Stutzman) .  He somehow made a link 

between sailing and biblical history, 

traveling the Mediterranean, managing 

through labyrinthine customs, threat-

ening weather, and a myriad of tech-

nical, instrumental and structural 

problems to complete the passages of 

the Apostle Paul over a 15 month 

Sabbatical period. 

Although I have my doctorate from 

a French University, and understand 

the Pauline travels of the first century 

Apostle of the Christian Church, I 

don’t think the First Mate and I would 

have had the gravitas necessary to accom-

plish what Linford and his wife Janet did 

during 2003-2004.  Well I was at war dur-

ing that time anyway, so it would have 

been rather difficult to get my General’s 

approval for such a great adventure.  But I 

would have loved it! 

At first I was loathe to even open the 

book.  But during my knee surgery recov-

ery I figured, ‘what the heck,’ it can’t hurt 

me.  I might learn something.  And I was 

delightfully surprised at this very well writ-

ten chronicle which includes insightful ref-

erences to the biblical journey of Paul in all 

of the same sea ports to which Paul trav-

eled in his establishment of the new faith 

called “Christian” in the first century. 

Linford is the kind of person we have at 

LMSC, a well educated, well traveled, so-

cial person, with a good dose of common 

sense yet a yearning for adventure.  We 

can all relate to the way his decisions were 

made.  Linford awaits permission from 

http://www.yachtsnet.co.uk/archives/westerly-33-ketch/westerly-33-ketch.htm
http://www.amazon.com/Sailing-Acts-Following-Ancient-Voyage/dp/1561485462
https://www.emu.edu/personnel/people/show/stutzmal


 

Board of Stewards 2014 - 2015 

Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Vice Commodore  -  Mark Connor 

Rear Commodore  -  Skeep McCoy 

Treasurer  -  Bill Haxton 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Sam Iriel 

Robin Pederson 

Douglas Hartley 

Burnell Keels 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  

Chapin, SC 29036  

 

Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, interim editor 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Or find us on Facebook 
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2014 - 2015 

Docks  -  Sam Iriel 

House  -  Mike Gwardiak 

Grounds  -  Clark Frady 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Bill Gordon 

Entertainment  -  Debbie Weaver 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Safety - TBA 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Ryan Gaskin 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Tommy Kasperski 

Announcements, Events & Other Info 

Check Event Calendar for times 

 

 Season final Rodesiler and Autumn Pot-

luck dinner -  October 3rd 

 MC Scow Fleet Championship - October 

10 

 Flying Scot Fleet Championship - Octo-

ber 24 

 Annual Meeting and Dinner - October 

24 

 Flying Scot and MC Scow Fleet Hallow-

een Treasure Hunt  -  October 31 

Sail South Carolina 

http://www.lmsc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-Murray-Sailing-Club-LMSC/251704100134
http://www.lmsc.org/calendar

