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fashion we are all accus-

tomed to.  Let me or 

one of the other board 

members know if you 

have an interest in serv-

ing.  I am starting to 

sound a lot like the 

pastor of my church, so 

it’s time to move on. 

There are fewer of 

sailing activities left for 

the remainder of the 

year. We are ramping 

up the planning process 

for next years sailing calen-

dar. A team is putting a great 

deal of effort into the Catch 

22 regatta this spring. The 

focus is to create a regional 

regatta for Catalina 22s, one 

of our biggest fleets, and 

Ensigns, a growing one de-

sign fleet on Lake Murray. It 

will be held annually on East-

er weekend.  The event will 

include racing and cruising 

components.  I encourage all 

Catalina 22 owners to par-

ticipate and join in on the fun 

event. We also will be hold-

ing our annual Frostbite re-

gatta on New Years Day. 

Last year it was fairly mild 

with light winds but a lot of 

fun. Come out and enjoy. 

Lastly I want to extend 

my best wishes to you and 

your families for a safe and 

happy holiday season. 

 

Merry Christmas!  

 
Chris Mielke, Commodore 

 

Commodore’s Report 

It’s always hard to 

wrap up another year 

and look back on all the 

successes and challenges 

we faced and, as always, 

how this club continues 

to focus on the future 

and making things better 

than before. In the end 

we rally around sailing, 

the sport we all love that 

brings us together with a 

common focus and bond. 

I am happy to re-

port that, as 2015 nears its 

end, we are in great shape as a 

club.  Our new board is in 

place and already has a long list 

of projects that it is focused 

on.  I do want to take a mo-

ment and thank last year’s 

board and committee chairs 

for all their hard work and 

diligence in bringing everything 

together and making the club a 

better place. 

Just a few weeks ago we 

held our annual meeting, re-

viewed the year, and laid out 

plans for the coming year.  

Rather than just restate what 

was covered, you can go to 

our website and review the 

presentation to bring your-

selves up to speed. We had 

around 65 folks attend the 

meeting catered by our own 

Tommy Kasperski, who had 

his sous-chef, Randall, did a 

marvelous job handling the 

festivities.  The outstanding 

food certainly justified a stand-

ing ovation given by the at-

tendees.  Boy, I can still pic-

ture in my mind the fabulous 

desserts on the counter.  I got 

many comments that this was 

by far our best catered food 

event ever.  We will certainly 

look for a repeat next year. 

In the meeting portion 

of the event, we elected our 

new board for 2016. I have 

agreed to keep the position 

of Commodore for one more 

year to complete some of the 

plans we laid out over the 

last couple of years.  Joining 

me on the board are William 

Skeep McCoy as Vice Com-

modore, Bill Haxton as Rear 

Commodore, Robin Peder-

son as Treasurer and Bud 

Buckwell as secretary.  The 

at large members include 

Burnell Keels, Clark Frady, 

Don Carpenter and Jimmy 

Wood.  I want to thank the 

new board in advance for 

their commitment of time 

and energy to help make the 

club the best it can be.  I also 

want to encourage our mem-

bership to consider volun-

teering in the future for these 

positions as well as one of 

the committee chair posi-

tions.  While I would like to 

tell you that the pay and ben-

efits package is great, in reali-

ty you are stepping up to 

volunteer your time and en-

ergies without which this club 

could not continue in the 

Upcoming Events 
 

January 1 - Ice Bowl 

 

December -  Planning 

for 2016.  Events TBA 

 

Holiday Recovery Party 

& Awards Dinner  -  

TBA   

 

March 26, 27 - Catch 22 

Ensign and C22 Regatta 
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Arrrh…

Me Maties! T’ 

Great Hallow-

een Treasure 

Hunt is now a 

record in the 

Protestant’s 

Journal!  Er… I 

suppose I am 

not as fluent 

when speaking 

in the” Pirates 

Tongue” as 

Ryan Gaskin 

and Bud Buck-

well, but I can 

sure tell you 

that a great 

time was had 

by all who at-

tended the Great Halloween Treasure 

Hunt at the Lake Murray Sailing Club on 

Halloween Day.  

Skippers Ryan Gaskin and Bud 

Buckwell, of the host Flying Scot Fleet 

#158, invited the MC Scow Fleet to at-

tend this year’s first ever Halloween 

Treasure Hunt.  Ryan and Bud coordinat-

ed and planned the hunt for all to enjoy 

followed afterwards with grilled ham-

burgers, cold beer, and soft drinks.  For 

those of you who could not attend, you 

missed a fun and exciting time.  We hope 

that you can attend next year’s hunt or 

whatever October social sailing event we 

plan. 

The “Pirates of LMSC” gathered 

around 11 AM for the treasure hunt, 

eager to search and share in the rich 

spoils.  Fearing that the low morning 

winds would continue through the day, 

anticipation of the conquest appeared to 

prevail none the less.  Our "Pirates" set 

sail shortly after the strategy conclave, 

drifting across very still waters in search 

of the booty. There were 4 sailboats 

(referred to hereafter as “ships”) loaded 

with eager crews. After about 2 hours of 

sailing in fluky winds, the ships began the 

return trip to safe harbor.   Auxiliary 

power was used by some to expedite the 

return trip. (Okay! I had to use my pad-

dle a few times.)  After returning to 

shore, the "pirates" turned in their booty 

(Completed answer sheets for 

"Treasure" clues.) to Captain (Bud) to be 

counted. After feasting on grilled wild 

beast and enjoying the liquid vegetable 

medley (cold beer of hops and barley), 

Captains Bud and Ryan gave a reported 

an inventory of the rich spoils from the 

conquest.  

The top three pirate ships that ob-

tained the most booty (correct answers 

worth 29 total possible points) received 

a prize for their labors. A complete set 

of clues, along with a map, were provid-

ed to the hunters. The third place, of 

16.5 total points was awarded to Skipper 

Tom Berens and MC Scow Crew, his 

lady Nancy. Second place, of 22 total 

points, was awarded to Skipper Clark 

Frady and Flying Scot Crew, his lady 

Michelle. (It is also of worthy to mention 

that this is the first time Clark and 

Michelle have sailed their recently ac-

quired Flying Scot) Finally, gathering the 

richest haul of the fleet with a total of 25 

points, this distinguished "Richest Pirate" 

award went to Skipper Bill Haxton and 

Flying Scot 

Crew, his lady 

Beth, Tommy  

Weaver and 

his lady, Deb-

bie.  An hon-

orable men-

tion goes out 

to our fourth 

ship in the 

conquest 

Skipper Bill 

Walter and 

his crew, An-

nette Garner, 

who hands 

down had the 

best cos-

tumes. 

 

Although the winds were dismal and the 

skies a little grey, 

the pirates were searching hard for the boo-

ty this day. 

Neither wind nor skies could stop such a 

quest. 

The mission was clear, to obtain the treas-

ure chests. 

While the crew sought diligently through 

their scopes, 

the Skipper maintained his course keeping 

up with the ropes. 

And when the search proved fruitful and the 

end was near, 

the skipper changed course, onward to the 

pier. 

As the chests were raised and handed to the 

coffers, 

everyone ate and drank and engaged in 

laughter. 

And when the time grew nigh to end all fun, 

we thank you Ryan and Bud and all others 

for the work you have done. 

 

We know that next year’s Treasure 

Hunt will be as fun and exciting as it was 

this year!  

Sincerely, Clark Frady 

For Flying Scot Fleet information, contact Ryan 

Gaskin, Fleet Captain r98gaskin@gmail.com 

“Captain Bill” Rigs for the Hunt 

mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com
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Prepare Now for 2016 MC Scow Sailing 

Congratulations to Ryan Gaskin 

for his win of the 2015 fleet champion-

ship. He had consistently high finishes 

to take the trophy. 

Fall is here and it is the time to 

work on our boats and get them ready 

for next year. Here are a few things to 

look at: 

 

 Check/replace your mainsheet and 

control lines. If your mainsheet was 

new last year, you can swap it end 

for end. Check you control lines 

that run under the deck and in the 

"strong back". There is nothing 

worse than starting a race or going 

for a sail and have a line break. 

 Take your mast down and check all 

the shrouds and all pins and rings. 

Check your spreaders. Check your 

sail maker’s tuning guide and dou-

ble check your boat. 

 Check your trailer. Tighten any-

thing loose. Take care of any rust. 

Check the bearings, replace if 

needed, re-grease at a minimum. 

Replace your tires if they are bad. 

 Take a look at your sail. Get a new 

one if needed. This is probably the 

number one way to improve your 

results. Again, make sure you tune 

your boat by the sail maker’s tun-

ing guide. 

 Check your cover. Get it repaired 

if it is not too far gone. Get a new 

one if it is. The cover protects 

your boat while you aren’t using it 

and protects your investment. 

 Most important of all, get out and 

sail every chance you have. Work 

on your tacking and gybing tech-

nique. The more you do this, the 

more automatic it will become. 

 

Your racing results will reflect your 

hard work.  
 

Tommy Weaver, Fleet Captain 

bulldogbella@att.net  

 

Like many sailing programs 

throughout the country, the LMSA 

Youth Sailing Program has found it nec-

essary to re-build, re-define our mis-

sion, and adjust our inventory of boats 

accordingly.  We have had 7 years of 

highly successful sailing programs, with 

approximately 150 students going 

through our sum-

mer camp each 

year.  A good num-

ber of these stu-

dents are repeat 

students.  From 

this group we have 

had approximately 

15 LMSA certified 

“Camp” instructors 

and 5 Sailing In-

structors who are 

skilled enough to 

teach adults and 

youth.  We have 

lost a number of experienced student 

instructors this past two years but have 

some great new instructors and stu-

dents going through the program. 

We are in the process of redefin-

ing the “end purpose” of our sailing 

program.  The Leadership component, 

of course, remains the same.  Many 

youth programs have High School Sail-

ing as the end product, but that is not 

currently an option for LMSA.  We will 

be looking at development options that 

can have broad appeal to engage area 

youth in regular sailing activities.   

We have also reduced our fleet of 

boats, selling 7 of our MC Scows all 

within LMSC.  This has helped MC 

Fleet 89 to grow tremendously!  We 

still have 4 MC’s, 4 Flying Scots, 12 Fly-

ing Juniors, and two power boats for 

coaching, training and other on-the-

water activities. 

Our plans are to start the 2016 

program with some of our great stu-

dents from last year participating in our 

Top Gun Sailing School™ during the 

early spring followed by regularly 

scheduled Sunday afternoon sailing in 

FJ’s or sailing with the MC Scow Fleet 

in the LMSA MC’s.  Summer camp will 

follow, followed by some Fall sailing 

including both the FJ Fleet Champion-

ships and MC Fleet Sailing.   

Event schedules should be final-

ized by the first of the year.   

 

Allan Gowans 

Ryan manages some chop on the way to 

the weather mark. 

Youth Sailing 

mailto:bulldogbella@att.net


 

Board of Stewards 2015 - 2016 

Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Vice Commodore  -  Skeep McCoy 

Rear Commodore  -  Bill Haxton 

Treasurer  -  Robin Pederson 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Clark Frady 

Don Carpenter 

Jimmy Wood 

Burnell Keels 

 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  

Chapin, SC 29036  

 

Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, interim editor 

r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Or find us on Facebook 
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2014 - 2015 

Docks  -  Robert Lang 

House  -  TBA 

Grounds  -  Clark Frady 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Richard Eaton 

Entertainment  -  TBA 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  John Rue 

Safety - Clark Frady 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Ryan Gaskin 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Tommy Kasperski 

Announcements, Events & Other Info 

Check Event Calendar for times 

 

 Ice Bowl -  January 1st 

 Event Planning for 2016 - TBA 

 Holiday Recovery Party and Awards 

Dinner - TBA  

 Catch 22 Easter Regatta - March 26, 27  

 Have a great 

Thanksgiving, a 

very merry 

Christmas, and 

the happiest of 

New Years. 

Sail South Carolina 

http://www.lmsc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-Murray-Sailing-Club-LMSC/251704100134
http://www.lmsc.org/calendar

