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board has been moving 
forward on the capital 
gains mitigation work 
from the sale of the 
unused property. We 
have narrowed the list 
of projects down to a 
handful and have put 
project managers in 
place to finalize plans 
and solicit bids for the 
work. The first project 
is the replacement of 
the launch dock and 

repair of the older portion 
of the rigging dock. Bids are 
coming for review at our 
next board meeting. We 
were hoping to have this 
project done quickly but 
realized that the launch and 
rigging docks needed atten-
tion now, so as we always 
do, we pulled a group of 
volunteers to make the 
needed repairs. Thanks to 
Robert Lang, Clark Frady 
and Bud Buckwell for organ-
izing the repairs. Big thanks 
also go out to the volunteers 
who showed up and contrib-
uted their time and effort. 
We joked that the repairs 
have made the launch dock 
look like a piano keyboard 
with light and dark boards. 
Good thing it is only tempo-
rary. 

The wind storm a cou-
ple of weeks ago did impact 
the club.  We had a tree 
come down in the trailer 
parking area. Thankfully, no 
one was hurt, though we did 
have a member’s truck in the 
area. Michael Sterling, Jimmy 
Wood and I went into action 
the next day, cutting up most 
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Commodore’s Report 

The holidays are 
behind us and we are 
looking forward to a 
great 2016 sailing season. 
As a club, we have kicked 
off the new year and are 
racing to finalize our 
plans for the sailing sea-
son. The sailing commit-
tee has already met a 
couple of times to put 
together this year’s sail-
ing calendar which has 
already been posted. The 
entertainment committee’s 
events were then layered in to 
create the final calendar. I 
think we have put together a 
good plan with activities repre-
senting broad appeal and lots 
of opportunities for members 
to engage in our sailing and 
social events. 

This year, we have creat-
ed a new regatta built around 
Catalina 22s and Ensigns. 
Named the Catch 22 Regatta, 
it is scheduled to take place 
over Easter weekend and is 
creating quite a regional buzz. 
With the help of Fran Trapp, 
the Ensign class has made it 
their official mid-winter regat-
ta.  Since we have a good size 
Catalina 22 fleet we encourage 
all our members to participate. 
The regatta committee is fe-
verishly working to get the 
club ready as well as dotting 
the I’s and crossing the T’s on 
regatta related duties. Ryan 
and the team will continue to 
reach out to membership for 
volunteers and support to pull 
it all off. Please be as receptive 
as possible to future requests 
so we can put our best foot 
forward delivering a top notch 
event. 

To get the club ready 
for the sailing season we 
hosted our first work party 
coordinated by Clark Frady 
and had a huge turn out. 
Thanks to all of you who 
contributed on this long hard 
day. With the grounds beau-
tified, we began the process 
of reclaiming the lands south 
of the club by pulling out 
dead trees and underbrush. 
We also reclaimed a brush 
area half way down the South 
road for additional car and 
boat parking. We had 8-9 
loads of sand and gravel deliv-
ered for the beach, south 
road and to add fill in the low 
lying boat parking area nick-
named the “swamp”. A spe-
cial shout out needs to go to 
Don Carpenter for bringing 
his heavy equipment to the 
club, sparing us a lot of mus-
cle pain . The equipment al-
lowed us to clear the trees 
and re-grade the area and the 
road. Final work on spreading 
the gravel will occur in the 
next week or so. You will be 
amazed to see the south 
shore of the cove now that it 
has been reclaimed and can 
actually be used by the club. 

On another topic, the 

Upcoming Events 
 

March 19 - Game Night 
 

March 26/27 -  Catch 22 

Regatta 

 
April 2 - First Rodesiler 
and Annual Chili Cook 

Off     

 
April 30,May 1 - Make 
Your Scot Fly Perfor-

mance Clinic 
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As March signals another spring, Fleet 158 is 

gearing up for  great sailing and some exciting new 

events.  Our enjoyable fleet meeting at El Poblano’s 

on February 28th allowed 16 attendees from our 

fleet to enjoy some great Mexican food and talk 

about the kinds of events we are planning for 2016. 

‘Make Your Scot Fly”, a first of its kind 

event, will be a two day  instructional clinic  on the 

weekend of April 30th and May 1st.   With “Head 

Coach” Harry Carpenter, builder of the Flying Scot, 

we are looking deep into the talent pool of our 

own fleet and others in the district to provide on 

board coaches for each student skipper and crew.  

This mentoring approach is unique in our region.  

We believe it is the key to growing our fleet and 

the Flying Scot class as a whole.  By enabling newer 

sailors to more quickly become skilled and confi-

dent, their enjoyment of the boat and fleet activi-

ties ensures active, enthusiastic sailors who want to 

stay for all the fun. 

Social  and recreational sailing activities is a 

large part of the mix.  The Flying Scot  is a remark-

ably roomy, stable, and comfortable boat for sailing 

with family and friends.  We will be establishing a 

schedule of events over spring, summer, and fall 

that emphasize food, “social sailing”, and any other 

activities that offer the opportunity for the relaxed 

camaraderie that is such a refreshing part of sailing. 

Competitively, our fleet will participate as 

usual in our annual Rodesiler club handicap series.   

We are likely to schedule one or two days of  

dedicated fleet competition as well.  Flying Scot 

sailors competing in a specified number of races in 

these two series and the Fleet Championship regat-

ta may be able to qualify to compete in a new end 

of season “Champion of Champions” style sailing 

tournament named the “Commodore’s Cup”.  We 

are proud to announce that Fleet 158 will support 

the Commodore’s Cup regatta by making its boats 

available to non Flying Scot sailors who qualify for 

the competition and by offering pre-event coaching 

on the finer points of performance sailing in the 

Flying Scot. 

Each year, because it is fun and helps pro-

mote participation in inter-club events, Fleet 158 

encourages its members to support three regattas 

in the area.  We thoroughly enjoy camping (or 

hoteling) and sailing in the Great 48 regatta at Lake 

Norman Yacht Club each May, the Grits ’n Haggis 

regatta two week later hosted by the Keowee 

Sailing Cub, and the Hospice of the Upstate Regatta 

in October hosted by the Western Carolina Sailing 

Club on Lake Hartwell. 

 We are pleased to announce the following 

new members joining our fleet since August of 

2015:  

Bill Walter and Annette Garner 

John and Debbie Dickinson 

Barney and Nancy Corbett 

Whether you are a new member or, as in 

the Corbett’s case,  members of long standing, 

welcome to the world of Flying Scot sailing.  It’s a 

world of fun! 

 

 

 

 

For Flying Scot Fleet information, contact Ryan 

Gaskin, Fleet Captain r98gaskin@gmail.com 

Perfection!  Flat water, moderate breeze, fantastic contrasts of color, light and cloud. 
Could it get any better?    

Catch 22 Regatta 

Sailfest, in its several incarnations 
at LMSC, is a distant memory.  Once a 
regular multi fleet event held every 
April, the event fell on hard times with 
the general decline in sailing.  Efforts to 
“re-engineer” Sailfest as a springtime 
“open house” for  visitors interesting in 
going on sail boat rides and learning 
about the sport and our club had mixed 
results. 

Given increased interest in one 
design sailing , LMSC chooses to take an 
active role in promoting one design 
sailing in two one design boats in the 22 
foot range that are popular on Lake 
Murray. 

Enter the 1st Annual Catch 22 
Regatta that replaces our former Sailfest 
event this spring.  Being held this year 
on Easter weekend, March 26th and 
27th, LMSC will host competitors in the 
Ensign, a classic 22.6 ft. Carl Alberg de-
sign, and in the Catalina 22,  a 21.5 
Frank Butler design.  We are pleased to 
announce the Ensign class has selected 
our first event as their national Ensign 
Midwinter Regatta. 

Our goal is to offer our guests a 
really good time and a well managed 
regatta that will encourage both classes 
to consider our annual event a “must 
attend” date on their class calendars.    

Please mark March 26th and 27th 
on your calendar and call or email to 
volunteer your support for the team 
managing this new. And we hope, prem-
iere, LMSC spring event.  

 
Ryan Gaskin, Regatta Chairman 
803-865-2777 r98gaskin@gmail.com 
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New Agenda for MC Scow Sailors 

2016 promises to be a very busy 
year at LMSC.  With three completely 
new events in the schedule, the oppor-
tunities for direct or indirect participa-
tion are plentiful.  The Catch-22 Regat-
ta on Easter weekend March 26th and 
27th, is our first attempt to establish a 
keelboat/cruiser/racer event at LMSC 
featuring the Catalina 22 and Ensign 
Class boats.  Fleet 89 members may be 
asked to render assistance.  As a first 
time event we certainly want to show 
the best face of LMSC. 

A second new event , called the 
“Make Your Scot Fly”, follows on April 
30th and May 1st.  This is a weekend 
clinic using many experienced LMSC 
sailors as coaches/mentors directed by 
Harry Carpenter, past Flying Scot Na-
tional Champion and the class boat 
builder.  This clinic will start with basic 
boat handling, progressing through sail 
trim, balance, tactics, and race course 
management.  This clinic is geared to 
“new” and seasoned sailors.  There is a 
very good chance there will be boats 
available for LMSC members, more on 
that later.  Fleet 89 sailors who do not 
sail Flying Scots will be in a good posi-
tion to help support the Sunday racing 
portion of the clinic by serving as race 
committee. 

The third event directly involves 

MC Fleet 89 sailors.  We will be hold-
ing a “tournament” at season’s end 
called the Commodore’s Cup.  You will 
have to qualify to get into the tourna-
ment.  Qualification will be possible 
through participation in the MC Fleet 
Championship, MC season long series 
events, and through the Rodesiler Se-
ries, our Saturday Club race series.  
Within the next few weeks, you will 
receive by mail information regarding 
the Rodesiler Series and Qualification 
Criteria for the Commodore’s Cup.  
We are going to have an exciting year 
of sailing, with plenty of fun both on 
and off the water.   Many events are 
already posted on the LMSC calendar, 
check them out! 

MC Scow fleet sailing events will 
normally be sailed on alternate Sunday 
afternoons.  Usually, there will be two 
events per month.  We have already 
lost one event (Feb. 14th) to adverse 
weather and will certainly lose others 
to the vagrancies of Lake Murky!  The 
plan, however, is to have a Winter-
Spring Series, a Summer Series, and a 
Fall Series in which the overall winner 
(and maybe others) will qualify for the 
Commodore’s Cup Tournament.  
Dates should be posted  on the calen-
dar shortly. 
We also have a Fleet Championship 

scheduled in the fall.  The winner of 
that event will also qualify for the Com-
modore's Cup.  We also host our an-
nual Bottoms-Up regatta in September.  
Along with the 10 designated Rodesiler 
Race days (Could be as many as 30 
races), this presents a very busy sched-
ule! 

Because of the great participation 
last year from the Lake Lanier MC Fleet 
attending our regatta, (and taking home 
all of the silver!) many of us are exam-
ining the possibility of attending their 
Rebel Rouser Event the third weekend 
in April.  More on that as plans firm up. 
The MC Scow is a great sailing plat-

form, a serious racer and a fun boat.  
We are fortunate to have two large 
fleets of great one-design dinghies at 
LMSC.  Visit the MC and LMSC web-
sites!  Support your club and your fleet 
and make 2016 a great year for sailing 
at LMSC   
 
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 

mcscow2292@aol.com  

 Ensign Fleet 83 is 

finally a reality on 

Lake Mur- ray!  We 

have sev- en boats 

with some still being 

fitted out.  Two will be 

racing LMYRA this spring. And three 

are ready to go for any competition, 

local or otherwise.  LMSC is pleased 

that five of our members sail this classic 

design.  Four, pending the aforemen-

tioned refit for two of them, will be  

entering sailing events this spring. A 

fleet member from Windward Point will 

make the start line total five boats.  

Awesome! 
The Ensign is a classic beauty and a 

ton of fun to sail.  If you want infor-

mation on the boat, a chance for a ride, 

or an opportunity to crew for someone, 

drop an email. 
 
Fran Trapp, Fleet Captain 
fran.trapp25@gmail.com 

Powered up MC Scow sailing!  Among the best of its kind!  

Ensign Fleet Arrives! 



 

Board of Stewards 2015 - 2016 

Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Vice Commodore  -  Skeep McCoy 

Rear Commodore  -  Bill Haxton 

Treasurer  -  Robin Pederson 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Clark Frady 

Don Carpenter 

Jimmy Wood 

Burnell Keels 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, interim editor 
r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Or find us on Facebook 
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2014 - 2015 

Docks  -  Robert Lang 

House  -  TBA 

Grounds  -  Clark Frady 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Richard Eaton 

Entertainment  -  Debbie Weaver 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  Tommy Weaver 

Safety - Clark Frady 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Ryan Gaskin 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Tommy Kasperski 

Announcements, Events & Other Info 
Check Event Calendar for times 

 

• “Game On” game night - March 19th.  
Be there with your board or card game 
and an appetizer to share. 

• Catch 22 Regatta - March 26/27  Help 
the Regatta Committee  welcome the 
Ensign and Catalina 22 classes to LMSC.  

• Annual Chili Cookoff and 1st Rodesiler - 
April 2   Showcase your favorite chili 
recipe after the days racing 

• Make Your Scot Fly - April 30/May 1      
A performance clinic for Flying Scot sail-
ors at our club and in the region. 

of the tree and creating a burn pile on the point. The two 
trailers that were buried under the tree appeared to have 
come out of it unscathed. Last Saturday another group of 
volunteers, lead by George Ashbridge, finished the clean-up 
and burned the debris. I am so proud how this club comes 
together in times of need. 

In closing ,this year is starting out much like last year 
with lots of activity focused around improving the club, 
growing membership, and making the overall experience 
better for you and your families.   

 
Chris Mielke, Commodore 
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Commodore 


