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aware that we had an-
other large pine tree 
come down in a wind 
storm. You may re-
member I reported a 
tree fall in the trailer 
parking area earlier this 
year.  We escaped with 
no damage. This time 
we were not so lucky.  
The tree totaled a Fly-
ing Scot and damaged 
the mast on a second 
boat. We are fortunate 

to have as one of our mem-
bers, Debbie Dickinson, who 
is a trained arborist.  She 
was kind enough to walk the 
grounds with me where she 
identified trees with defects 
that could lead to collapse in 
a serious wind event. Armed 
with this information the 
board initiated bids to re-
move the defective trees and 
Don Carpenter coordinated 
and helped with the selected 
contractor for their removal. 
By the time you read this 
update the last of the logs 
will have been removed from 
the club. Thank you Debbie 
and Don for moving this 
forward and making the club 
a safer place. While the 
many trees on our property 
add to the beauty of our club 
they remain an area of con-
cern that will require con-
stant monitoring to prevent 
potential future tree falls. If 
you see a tree that appears 
to be unsafe please bring it 
to our attention. 

With respect to the 
capital gains mitigation pro-
jects, we expect to complete 
the bidding process for the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Commodore’s Report 

The year seems to 
be moving along like a 
speeding bullet. So much 
has occurred this year 
and we are already in the 
middle of another great 
sailing season. Much of 
what I reported to you in 
the spring issue has al-
ready occurred and is 
fading in the rear view 
mirror. We held the very 
successful inaugural 
Catch 22 Regatta. The 
Regatta drew competitors 
from as far away as Northern 
Michigan and Ohio. Great 
competition occurred across 
the Catalina 22 and Ensign 
classes and the only thing we 
had to complain about was 
unusually lights winds. Feed-
back from competitors post 
Regatta was very favorable and 
we plan on hosting the event 
again next year. Thanks to all 
who leant a hand in putting it 
all together with a special 
shout out to Ryan Gaskin, 
Tommy Smith, Fran Trapp and 
Allan Gowans as well as Bud 
Sweet for stepping up as PRO. 

Memorial Day weekend 
has also sped past us with a 
Rodesiler race and Burger ‘n 
Brew cookout. A new event 
was held at the club this year 
hosted by Dustin Williams, a 
rigging expert from the West 
Marine warehouse in Rock 
Hill.  He demonstrated com-
mon spicing techniques so 
important to our sport. Justin's 
help offers another reason to 
shop vendors who support 
our great sport. Continuing 
with the training theme, we 
also hosted another new event 
called Make Your Scots Fly. This 

event brought the boat's, 
builder Harry Carpenter, and 
his daughter, Kerry, down 
from Deer Park Maryland to 
share their rigging and tuning 
knowledge with our Flying 
Scot fleet members. The 
event also drew sailors from 
outside our club and was 
very informative for those 
trying to do as the event 
name suggested, "make their 
Scots fly". 

My favorite event of the 
year was held last weekend 
with another huge turn out. 
The Shrimp Boil continues to 
be the biggest club event of 
the year with almost one 
hundred members and their 
families attending. A number 
of prospective members 
were also on hand as guests.  
I can only say to those who 
missed it, sorry there is al-
ways next year. Seriously, if 
you can only make one event 
a year this is the one to put 
on your calendar. Bud and 
Audrey Buckwell continue to 
host a great event with fan-
tastic food and fun. Big thanks 
to Bud, Audrey and the crew 
for putting on a great event. 

On the operational side, 
many of you are probably 
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Flying Scot Fleet 158 hosted its first 

ever investment  clinic on the weekend 

of April 30 and May 1st, 2016.  Yes, it 

really was about investment. Local Flying 

Scot volunteers, Flying Scot manufactur-

er, Harry Carpenter, with his daughter 

Kerry invested their time and expertise 

to help beginning and intermediate sail-

ors improve their competitive skills and 

enhance the enjoyment of sailing this 

nationally popular one design sailboat.  

Participants invested their time and ener-

gy helping themselves to become better 

sailors.  Everyone involved in the  Make 

Your Scot Fly event invested in enhancing 

the value of the Flying Scot sailing experi-

ence and the equity value of owning the 

boat we enjoy so much. 

The Make Your Scot Fly instructional 

model is unique in the region, and possi-

bly in the country.  Most performance 

sailing clinics employ the services of a 

recognized expert in the sport who, 

sometimes with supporting coaches, fol-

lows the learning sailors in a chase boat 

calling instructions and training advice 

using a bullhorn.  While this is a useful 

and a much better approach than the 

“boot strap” model many of us followed, 

our method carried coaching a significant 

step further.  Under the direction of our 

expert “head coach”, our most “regatta 

hardened” volunteers signed on in rota-

tion to provide real time on board 

coaching for student skippers and crew.  

This opportunity for the “student” sailor 

to receive  immediate and ongoing feed 

back is a learning component missing in 

sailing instruction except when the stu-

dent can afford private lessons or can 

hire a full time coach. 

For the family or club sailing team 

that typify most sailors across the coun-

try, our model offers perhaps the best 

possible learning curve at a price that 

anyone owning a boat can afford. 

The great evening cocktails, dinner, 

and socializing that everyone enjoyed 

was icing on the cake. 

Fleet 158 plans to host Make Your 

Scot Fly again in the spring of 2017.  Our 

goal is to make this a regional “go to” 

event for any Flying  

Scot sailor interested upping his or her 

game, but with particular value for the 

beginning and intermediate sailor just 

entering the competitive arena. 

Fleet standings for Flying Scot com-

petitors in the 2016 Fleet 158 series may 

be viewed by clicking on this link.  The  

Bill Walter and Annette Gardner getting “Old School’ up to speed.    

competition is a one design class rank-

ing taken from our club handicap series.  

We enthusiastically encourage all our 

members, and especially our newer fleet 

members, to come out an participate in 

the Rodesiler racing, usually every other 

weekend.  It is low key, fun racing and is 

a great opportunity to begin honing all 

the skills you invested your time leaning 

in the Make Your Scot Fly” clinic.  The 

post race socializing offer some great 

potluck dinners and a truly enjoyable 

way to wrap up a summer Saturday 

among friends at the club. 

Look for some “fun” social and 

instructional sailing events to be an-

nounced in the near future.  Some of 

our volunteer instructors need to 

demonstrate capsize recovery in the 

Flying Scot.   When this event is sched-

uled, we will invite all Flying Scot sailors 

to participate.  Learning this skill is part 

of making you more competent, confi-

dent, and comfortable sailing anytime. 
 

 

Ryan Gaskin, Fleet Captain 

r98gaskin@gmail.com 

mailto:r98gaskin@gmail.com
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What is MC Scow Sailing? 

The LMSA definition of sailing pretty 
thoroughly describes the MC Scow 
sailing experience. 
 
   It  -  

• is physically demanding. 

• mentally taxing. 

• develops self reliance. 

• develops responsibility and ac-
countability. 

• Is challenging. 

• Is about making adversity your 
friend. 

• makes you think. 

• makes you learn. 

• teaches how to deal with change. 

• Is FUN! 
 

In the MC Scow fleet, we have 
fun. It is difficult, but we get better with 
practice.  There is instant feedback.  
We are sometimes VERY close to our 
sailing buddies!  we have youth sailors 
and ladies on the race course.  Anyone 
can do it, but it takes work!  MC Scow 
sailing is a challenge.  It is a technical 
boat, needs a lot of TLC and a lot of 
tiller time.  You can’t show up when 
you have nothing else to do and expect 
to compete near the top.   

We sail short races with exciting 
“Rabbit” starts, lengthening the courses 
as the wind increases.  Sailing many 
races in a day, if possible, we have a 
“chalk talk” before we start sailing and 
a “re-cap” when we finish.  There is 
plenty to absorb and take out on the 
race course next time. 

Racing an MC will make you a 
better sailor; more in tune with sail 
trim, balance, boat trim, understanding 
shifts, and what makes a boat go.  Of 

course, if you aren’t somewhat careful 
you can stop pretty quickly!  MC fleet  
members offer help, encouragement, 
solace, and most important, real cama-
raderie!  

Fleet 89 sails a winter fun event, 
the Ice Bowl on New Years day, a win-
ter series, a spring series, a summer 
series, and a fall series.  We have a fleet 
championship regatta and a regional 
regatta in September. Additionally if so 
desired, there are numerous MC regat-
tas within a few hours drive of LMSC.  
There are active fleets through the 
Southeast.   

If you are a wannabe sailor, good 
luck!  If you want to get serious and 
improve your skill set, have fun, get 
your head handed to you (for a while) 
maybe get wet, get your heart rate up, 
make new friends, and have a fantastic 
exciting time, consider sailing an MC 
Scow. 

There may be local fleet boats 
available for you to try, please contact 
me for availability.  

 
Allan Gowans, Fleet Captain 

mcscow2292@aol.com  
  

MC Scow sailors getting friendly at the weather mark! 

Commodore  

replacement of the launch and repair of 
the rigging docks as well as the refresh-
ing of the lower level and patio of the 
club house by next board meeting. We 
are probably looking at the completion 
of the two projects by the end of the 
calendar year or early next year. The 
canteen on the lower level has been 
updated with a new range and refriger-
ator as well as some much needed 
cleaning. It’s there for your use on a 
daily basis but please remember to 
leave it in as good or better shape then 
you found it. Thanks to Tom and Nan-
cy Berens, our house co-chairs, for 
arranging the purchase and installation 
of the new appliances as well as their 
elbow grease with the cleaning. 

As occurs every year around this 
time we begin the process for creating 
the new slate of officers and board 
members for the next year. As Com-
modore, lead the process. The club 
depends on volunteer members to 
donate their time and effort to run the 
club and continue to make it a great 
venue for enjoying the sport of sailing. 
Please, if you have the time and inclina-
tion to make the club a better place, 
let me know of your interest in joining 
the leadership team. 

We are almost at the midpoint of 
another great year.  The wind gods 
smiled down on us last weekend 
with10-15 mph and temperatures in 
the 80s.  Make plans to come down 
and enjoy this great club.  I look for-
ward to seeing all of you this summer.  

 
Chris Mielke csmielke@aol.com  

(Continued from page 1) 

Sail South Carolina 
Knotical Lore 

mailto:mcscow2292@aol.com
mailto:csmielke@aol.com
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The weekend of March 27-28, Lake 
Murray Sailing Club hosted its first Catch 
22 Regatta Also designated the Ensign 
Mid-winters.  The regatta consisted of 
Catalina Gold and Silver fleets and the 
Ensign fleet.  Winds were unseasonably 
light and we had a little rain but we had a 
wonderful sail. 

Six Ensigns graced the line; three 
from Fleet 83, one boat from Marquette, 
MI, one from Charlotte, N.C., and one 
boat from 
Ohio.  A total 
five Catalina 
22’s participat-
ed in two 
fleets sharing a 
common start; 
two boats in 
the Gold fleet 
and three 
boats in the 
Silver fleet. 

The En-
signs and Cata-
linas each had 
their own 
starts.  In the 
Ensign fleet, Jeff Millin, skipper, along 
with Chad Lewis and crew from Mar-
quette, sailed Man O’ War to first place 
honors with a second and two first place 
finishes.  Babe, skippered by Fran Trapp 
and crewed by fellow ensign owner, 
Tommy Kasperski and others took sec-
ond place with a first, second and a third.  

Robert Conkey, skip-
pered with his lovely 
wife and girls as crew to 
third place in Sleuth.  
Bud Buckwell, skipper of 
Jazzi with the all LMSC 
crew of Commodore 
Chris Mielki and Allan 
Gowans, finished fourth.  
Fellow Fleet 83 member, 
Sue Strickland and crew 
took fifth in Gray Ghost 
with Randal Stevens, 
from Charlotte, N.C., in 
sixth place. 
In the Catalina Gold 
fleet, Joe Waters, skip-

per of Buck, took first place with two 
first place finishes and one second place 
finish.  Tommy Smith, skipper of Knot 
Guilty, took second with one first place 
finish and two second place finishes.  The 
Silver fleet was led by Gary Allan, with 
two firsts and a second.  Lee Trapp fin-
ished second in the Silver fleet with one 
first and two seconds.  Lee was followed 
by James Barthomew who finished third 
in the fleet.  

Food was provided by our resident 
chef, Tommy Kasperski.  As always, it 
was excellent.  Joe Waters of Waters 
Sails, our local sailmaker, provided the 
fleet with an informative discussion on 
Friday about racing tactics. 

Fran Trapp and Sue Strickland con-
structed and embroidered personalized 

Tommy and Lisa crew Knot Guilty in Gold Fleet competition 

regatta bags with the Ensign or Catalina 
emblem, name and hull number and 
skipper of each boat on one side. 

Officers and Members of Lake 
Murray Sailing Club provided hours of 
planning, race committee duties, and all 
those little and big things that make it 
happen.  If you were not there, you 
missed beautiful sailing, great food, fun 
company and an exceptionally nice re-
gatta bag--oh, yes, and a free hat. 

We are planning on doing it all 
again next year with a few modifica-
tions.  While the regatta will still be in 
March, it will not be over Easter week-
end.  Additionally, we plan to set up for 
3 to 4 days sailing.   We also expect to 
have more boats on the line.   We have 
a beautiful venue on Lake Murray.  As a 
general rule, South Carolina provides 
excellent weather for spring sailing.  We 
hope to see all of you on beautiful Lake 
Murray for our second annual Catch 22 
Regatta.  

 
Fran Trapp—Ensign Fleet Captain 

fran.trapp25@gmail.com  

Fran and Crew check out a support boat before the start. 

Images of regatta bags showing 
Generic and personalized sides. 

mailto:fran.trapp25@gmail.com


 

Board of Stewards 2015 - 2016 

Commodore  -  Chris Mielke 

Vice Commodore  -  Skeep McCoy 

Rear Commodore  -  Bill Haxton 

Treasurer  -  Robin Pederson 

Secretary  -  Bud Buckwell 

At Large Members 

Clark Frady 

Don Carpenter 

Jimmy Wood 

Burnell Keels 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

 
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, interim editor 
r98gaskin@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Or find us on Facebook 
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Staff/Committee Chairs 2014 - 2015 

Docks  -  TBA 

House  -  Tom & Nancy Berens 

Grounds  -  Clark Frady 

Membership  -  Ray Thompson 

Parking  -  Allan Gowans 

Slips  -  Richard Eaton 

Entertainment  -  Debbie Weaver 

Facility Reservations  -  Sam Finklea 

Sailing  -  Tommy Weaver 

Safety - Clark Frady 

Training  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Watercraft  -  Tommy Weaver 

Webmaster  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Windword  -  Ryan Gaskin 

LMSA Youth & Community Sailing  -  Allan Gowans 

LMYRA Liason - Frank McKinnon 

Announcements, Events & Other Info 
Check Event Calendar for times 

 

• July 4th Island Cruise with Brats ‘n Beer 
to wrap the day. 

• September 3/4 Scots on the Rocks annu-
al Flying Scot regatta. 

• September 17/18 Bottoms Up annual 
MC Scow regatta 

• October 01/02 annual Fleet Champion-
ship regattas for Flying Scots, MC 
Scows, and PHRF competitors. 

• October 29/30 First annual Commo-
dore’s Cup regatta 

New LMSC Members 

 
Charles and Betsy Busch 
 
Michael and Becki Carmi-
chael 
 
Gary and Noreen Huber 
 
Click on the New Members link under the Members Area of 
the LMSC website menu for an introduction. 
 
Be sure to extend your personal welcome when you see 
them at the club. 

http://www.lmsc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Lake-Murray-Sailing-Club-LMSC-251704100134/
http://www.lmsc.org/calendar
http://www.lmsc.org/member-content/new-members-2

