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are part of this required 
housekeeping.  If you have not 
been to the club within the 
past 30 days, please make the 
trip, check on the condition of 
your boat covering, trailer 
tires, dock lines, debris accu-
mulation, or other “boat 
housekeeping” details and take 
any necessary corrective ac-
tion.   See the “By Laws” sec-
tion found in the “Member 
Pages” of our website for re-
quired standards. 

Winter is upon us, but 
planning is underway.   Mean-
time, keep looking for those 
winter sailing opportunities! 

 

Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

Commodore’s Report 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 

January 2010 brought us 
more real winter weather during 
its first two weeks than we have 
seen since my repatriation to 
South Carolina in 2003.  Yes, we 
were housebound for two days 
by the February 2004 ice storm, 
but two weeks of lows in the 
teens this year, and highs  that 
hovered near  freezing are phe-
nomena associated with more 
northerly latitudes.  

Still, “hard core” sailors, 
lurking about for any temperate 
window, did manage, at three 
weeks into the year,  to get in 
some Mc Scow sailing with mod-
est 52 degree breezes.   A 
breath of fresh air, you might 
say.  There may have been some 
solo efforts, but there were only 

Taking its cue from the 
weather, the Board of Stewards 
held its last two meetings as 
guests in the warm and cozy 
accommodations of Debbie 
Beck’s home.  Bundled clothing 
and shivering were not allowed. 

The board has gone pro-
ductively about the business of 
hammering out a budget  for 
2010 (Yes, we are solvent in 
spite of a poor economy) and 
will be working with key com-
mittees to prioritize needed 
improvements to the house 

(Debbie Beck), grounds (Bud 
Buckwell)  and facilities at 
LMSC.  Please stand ready to 
assist when our committee 
chairpersons reach out to you 
for help and when they begin 
scheduling work parties. 

“Scottie” Scot’s Sailing 
Committee is working on event 
schedules for the 2010 sailing 
season..  We anticipate another 
good year of racing, cruising, 
family fun, and great camarade-
rie among  sailors. 

Allan Gowans’ Youth 
Committee is gearing up for  
year round activity with a joint 
MC Scow/Youth Sailing event 
on January 31.  Keep the kids 
engaged! It is the future of sail-
ing and of our club’s growth 
potential. 

Another facet of winter 
that affects each of us is boat 
appearance and maintenance.  
Our boats sit for weeks collect-
ing debris, rainwater, and oth-
erwise becoming neglected 
because the weather is too 
forbidding to go sailing.  Even 
though we may not be at the 
club with regular frequency, we 
are still responsible for main-
taining the appearance and sea-
worthiness of our vessels.  For 
those who “dry sail”, trailers 

 

Announcements: 

• Windword Pub-
lisher/Editor needed: See 
“Help Wanted” ad page.3 

• Check the LMSC On-line 
Calendar (www.lmsc.org) 
for details on the Febru-
ary Oyster Roast. 

• The 2010 Sailing Schedule 
will be posted soon. 

• Automatic Dues Payment 
now available.  Go to 
www.lmsc.org) .  Click on 
“Member Pages”.  Scroll 
to “Forms” and click on 
the “Automatic Dues 
Payment Authorization” 
link. 
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Winter sailing.  Good for the soul! 

 Feb 1  -  Board meeting—7 pm  
  
 FEB 6   - Oyster Roast—3:30pm (See p5) 
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Melton Battered into Becoming 158 Fleet Captain  

MC Fleet 89 Looks to 2010 as a Growth Year 

sailing skills, racing tactics, and 
safety. 

We currently have 13 
Scots in Fleet 158 and we want 
to maximize participation this 
year.  In order to save money, 
the FSSA has sent the 2010 
stickers to the Fleet Captains. 
These will be handed out as 
the opportunity arises. 

Also, let’s start thinking 
“Road Trip” this year.  The 
Scot is a portable boat and 
going together to a new venue 
would be great.  Opportunities 
abound at Keowee, New Bern 
and, of course, Lake Norman, 
which will host the annual 
Wife/Husband Regatta in the 

(Continued on page 5) 

however, promised to help 
organize the fleet so that 
we have another great year. 

Those promises are 
now being called in.  Our 
initial planning meeting was 
held with the Sailing 
Committee on Saturday, 
January 23 at the Club at 
11:00 a.m.  We circulated a 
plan for the year with input 
from fleet members.  Last 
year’s mixture of pure 
racing events with two 
cruising events seemed 
successful and will be 
repeated with some 
modifications.  We will be a 
concentrating on improving 

fun of it.  At LMSC we have 
sailors at every skill level 
and a good group of skilled 
(?) skippers willing to impart 
wisdom on various aspects 
of MC sailing and racing.  If 
you are a novice, no prob-
lem, you ramp up your skills 
quickly! 

We will have 12 MC 
events scheduled for 2010, 
with fleet racing, team rac-
ing, a slalom event, some 
match racing, youth training 
and whatever else we can 
find to have fun enjoy the 
sailing and the camaraderie 
sailing brings. 

Want to go for a ride?  
Call me or an MC fleet 89 
member, and Lets Go! 

 
 

Allan Gowans, Fleet 89 Cap-
tain 
MCScow2292@aol.com 

On the first decent day 
in two weeks of ultra-low 
temperatures, Bob Walrath, 
Ryan Gaskin and I decided 
to go sailing!  Thursday the 
14th of January promised  
temperatures in the high 
50’s, clearly 20 degrees 
higher than we had seen all 

year.  Time to sail!    
 Always tout-
ing the speed at which 
we can get in the wa-
ter, I drove through 
the gate, started my 
stop watch, pulled up 
to my boat, stripped 
off the cover, took 
out the sail bag, pulled 
up the bailers, 
hooked up and drove 
to the ramp.  My tires 

hit the water in 6.5 minutes.  
Let’s Go! 

If I drove as fast as 
Walrath, it could have been 
4.5 minutes!  It doesn’t take 

much longer to get the boats 
out, back in their spots and 
covered.  Nothing can be eas-
ier. 

A couple summers ago, 
we started with one boat. 
Two weeks later, we had two, 
a few more weeks, and we 
had three!  Now we have 18 
boats in the fleet at LMSC 
with lots of people making 
inquiries about the MC Scow. 

The MC Scow is 16 feet 
of inland lake scow fun!  Cat 
rigged, easy controls, and 
hidden bilge boards give more 
room in the center of the 
boat.  Fast, exciting, and a joy 
to sail, the MC Scow has a 
strong fast growing national 
class organization.  With local 
fleets throughout the 
Southeast, it offers plenty of 
competition at all skill levels. 

Sail the MC Scow by 
yourself or take on a crew for 
heaver winds or just for the 

Brian and Burnell trade tacks 
before a start. 

 

“Remember, 
regardless of who is 
called the Captain, 
it’s your club and your 
fleet.  Let’s have a 
great 2010!” 

Outnumbered, out-
manned, outgunned, 
outflanked, outvoted 
and otherwise cajoled 
and flattered by Deb-
bie Weaver and Janie 
Gowans, Lawrence 
Melton agreed last 
month to take over 
from Bob Walrath as 
Captain of Flying Scot 
Fleet 158 for 2010.  
Lawrence’s nomina-
tion, election and 
very short accep-
tance speech (“Beer 

here!”) are all proof of the 
very limited qualifications 
needed to fill this position.  
All present at the meeting, 

Remember summertime? 



Thistle Stuff 

Cruising Fleet—New Neighbors, New Plans 

to join in the club racing or 
other Thistle activities.  Con-
tact Bob Lockwood, 803-932-
2076 or email rlock-
wood@sc.rr.com if interested 
in sailing the Fleet Boat 
or crewing.  
 
 
Bob Lockwood, Fleet 148 Cap-
tain 
rlockwood@sc.rr.com 

  Fleet #148 will have 
a short fleet and plan-
ning meeting at Bud Sweets 
house on Friday Feb 26th 
starting at 6:30 PM. Anyone 
interested in talking sailing 
and socializing is welcome.  
We will have grilled burgers 
and brats.  Bring your bev-
erage of choice, and a snack 
to share. RSVP to Bud 
Sweet, 803-261-5228 or 
johnwsweet@aol.com.  

We will have a short 
(30-minute) training session 
covering: •The course for 
the seven Rodesiller club 

race days •Simple starting 
strategy •Four basic sail-
ing/racing rules •Strategy for 
the windward leg.  

For 2010, Fleet #148 
plans to sail club races with-
out spinnakers and use 
whisker poles on the jib.  
Eliminating the extra com-
plexity of the spinnaker 
makes it easy for the newer 
sailors to participate.  Thistles 
are easily sailed with two and 
we expect to have kids and 
grandkids crewing.  We have 
a "Fleet Boat" available for 
visitors and people wanting 

hard to make the 2010 season 
at LMSC better, is attempting 
to organize an active cruising 
fleet.  We sent an email invita-
tion to all LMSC slip occupants 
to attend a Cruising Fleet or-
ganization meeting at the club 
Saturday Jan 30th. Response to 
the email invitation has been 
minimal…..7 people out of 49. 
This formula does not a 
Cruiser Fleet Make!  Our club 
needs input from all its mem-
bers. Apathy never helped any 
organization grow. 

Frank and I would like to 
have input from all of you, 
GBO (Good Bad or Other-
wise)! We want ideas for 
events, on the lake as well as 
social activities at the club. We 
would like to schedule clean 

Thistle trimmed for weather leg. 
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The 2010 season is 
rapidly approaching. A few 
more cold weekends and 
we’ll be into Spring. As 
you may know, the club 
has increased its member-
ship steadily since April 
2009 Sail Fest. Some of 
our new members 
brought cruising boats with 
them. If you are in an 
LMSC slip, your new 
neighbors are: 

The Haxtons, in A3, 
sailing a Cape Dory 25, the 
Buckwells berthing their 
Catalina 30 in C2, the 
Fricks will occupy B12 with 
a newly refurbished O’Day 
27, Bob Muscillo sails his 
Compact 19 from AS1, and 
Mark Peoples departs from 
B4 his Catalina 25.  Take a 
minute  when you see 
these folks and introduce 
yourselves. 

With new members 
come questions like, “What 
events does the club offer 
for the larger boats”?  The 
Board of Stewards, working 

up days for boats, for re-
pairs, and for dock mainte-
nance in your slip area.  
Burnell Keels is our Dock 
Master for 2010. He will be 
looking to all slip occupants 
for help this year. 

Our goal as Vice Com-
modore and Membership 

Chairman is to increase the 
quality of your membership 
experience. LMSC is a social 
and family organization. Get 
involved even if you can’t at-
tend a meeting.  Send an email 
with an event idea or even a 
complaint.  Get on board!  
Why let the One Design Guys 
have all the fun ?  

 
(Article submitted by Tom 
Ricciuto) 
 
Interim Cruising Fleet Cruise 
Director; 
Frank McKinnon “Calypso” 
FMCKINNON@scana.com 

Help Wanted 

Publisher/Editor for the 
Windword. 

Applicant should enjoy 
networking & have a “Nose for 
News”. 

Prior layout experience is 
not necessary if you are willing 
to learn the basics.  Layout 
assistance is available if desired. 

   Content is provided by 
contributors from committees, 
fleet representatives, and others  
but should be reviewed and 
edited. 

Step up and keep your 
club “in the know!” 

 
Contact: Ryan Gaskin 
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net 
803-865-2777 

“There isn’t a lot of sailing going 
on in January, but it’s a good 
time to do a little rigging, and 
fixing up.” 
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LMSC goes “facebook” 
from LMSC sailing and so-
cial events or photos from 
your sailing related cruises 
or trips. 

Oh!  By the way!  
Thanks very much ,Debbie, 
for the start up effort and 
for all the pictures you have 
already posted.  Congratu-
lations on getting 56 LMSC 
“Fans” so soon after getting 
the page open.  Let’s hope 
all the remainder of our 
members and people from 
the community will become 
fans too! 

Please send your com-
ments and suggestions 
about the LMSC “facebook” 
page to Debbie Beck 
(abigail1432@yahoo.com).  
Help make this your LMSC 
sharing site. 

 

Become a “Fan” of 
LMSC on ‘facebook”, the 
popular social networking 
site.  You know...the one 
your kids (or your grandkids) 
told you about. 

Debbie Beck, who has 
volunteered her time to set 
up and administer our 
“facebook” page, notes, “This 
is an excellent social network 
system to promote LMSC 
and post our events.” 

If you already use 
“facebook”, then log on and 
become  a “fan” of LMSC.   If 
you are not a current 
“facebook” user, simply go to 
http://www.facebook.com/  
and creat you own account.  
It’s free and easy to set up. 

Debbie encourages 
members to post pictures 2010 Awards  

The year 2009 was a 
busy one at LMSC.  Activi-
ties, organized and supported 
by energetic volunteers, cov-
ered the spectrum that include 
planning, intensive grounds 
and facility maintenance, re-
gatta management, competi-
tive racing, social and open 
house events, youth camp, 
and advanced youth sailing. 

Each January, our An-
nual Awards Banquet serves 
as an occasion to recognize 
those members who have dis-
tinguished themselves in com-
petition on the water and in 
service to the club.  Without 
these special people, our in-
frastructure would rapidly 
crumble into dysfunction and 
our membership would risk 
stagnation.   Volunteers are 
the heart and soul of LMSC. 

There are many more 
actively contributing mem-
bers than there are awards to 
present .  Many show up for 

work parties for routine main-
tenance, cleanup, or special 
projects.  Others are always 
“on call”, responding on short 
notice when something is 
found broken or some system 
has failed at the club. 

The award recipients for 
2009, as they are each year,  
were selected because their 
energy and focus helped gal-
vanize our volunteers in a par-
ticular service area, or because 
their perseverance and consis-
tency earned them “bragging 
rights” in competitive events. 

I salute each 2009 award 
winner (Listed on right) for 
your valuable contribution to 
LMSC and the positive exam-
ple it represents to each of us. 

A special thanks to Frank 
McKinnnon for Emceeing the 
event and to Debbie Weaver 
for organizing the “Potluck” 
dinner. 

 
Ryan Gaskin, Commodore 

2009 AWARD WINNERS 
 

 SAILOR OF THE YEAR 
 

 Bob Walrath 
  

 COMMODORE'S SERVICE AWARD 
 

 Tom Ricciuto 
  

 YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AWARD 
 

 Allan Gowans 
 

 RODESILER AWARD 
 

 Tommy Weaver 
  

 MC Scow Championship 
 

 Tommy Weaver 
 

 Flying Scot Champion 
 

 Allan Gowans 
 



Battered Captain 

Board of Stewards 2009—2010 

Commodore  -  Ryan Gaskin 

Vice Commodore  -  Frank McKinnon 

Rear Commodore  -  Lawrence Melton 

Treasurer  -  Matt Bregenzer 

Secretary  -  Debbie Beck 

At Large Members 

John Evans 

Clay Shelton 

Frank McGee 

Organization 

Your bu siness tag lin e h ere. 

 

Lake Murray Sailing Club 
235 Old Forge Road  
Chapin, SC 29036  

Phone: 803-345-0073  
Web: www.lmsc.org  

Ryan Gaskin, editor  
r98gaskin@bellsouth.net  

 
 

Visit us on the web! 

www.lmsc.org  

Don’t Miss This LMSC Event 
 
Our Annual Oyster Roast & Fried Chicken 
Feast , Saturday, February 6. 
 
Start eating about 3:30 and continue until there’s no 
more food or we can’t stand up.  Wear warm clothes 
(unless we’re blessed by the warm weather gods).  
Bring an oyster knife (or screwdriver), towel & glove. 
 
$13 for oysters and chicken, $10 for oysters, $7 for 
fried chicken, $3 for children (under 12). Includes 
French fries, slaw, cookies and beverages.  Reservations 
required by Feb. 3. 
 
Get  flyer with menu & 
reservation form at 
www.lmsc.org. 

fall.  I understand that there 
will be a non-spinnaker divi-
sion at the Wife/Husband 
this year, so there’s no ex-
cuse for the spinnaker-shy 
to stay on shore! 

Remember, regardless 
of who is called the Captain, 
it’s your club and your fleet.  
Let’s have a great 2010! 

 
Lawrence Melton,  Fleet 
Captain, Fleet 158 
lmelton@nexsenpruet.com 

(Continued from page 2) 

A big thank you to 
Tom Ricciuto for his unflag-
ging effort at re-arranging 
slips to accommodate new 
members.  Without his hard 
work and “networking” 
among slip holders, our 
growth in active member-
ship would be flagging and 
“held hostage” to a few inac-
tive members. 

In addition, Tom has 
taken the lead in organizing 
and moderating  meetings to 
plan for activities, especially 
among the cruisers, for the 
upcoming year. 

There are many mem-
bers of the keelboat fleet 
who greatly appreciate 
Tom’s energy and drive on 
their behalf. 

Thanks 

Lawrence and Parker before the Great 
Fleet 158 Skipper draft! 


